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From the Outside of the Window

Christmas — I have an ambiguous feeling. On the one hand, I am spiritually overwhelmed by the
sincerity of God’s love. Through his taking on our human weaknesses in Jesus, He assures us that sins can be
forgiven. Sins do not have the last word because Christ is his Father’s eternal Word. This Word denounces the
Fake News that was designed to manipulate us by saying that it is good to celebrate exuberant consumerism: self
-indulgence is good for our sense of self-fulfilment. At this point, it is important to recall the true message of
Christmas: Christmas giving goes back to a time when Christians gave one another small gifts in celebration and
in imitation of God’s great gift to us, which is the incarnation of Christ. The simplicity of that birth has given
Christians ever since pause to realize that God chose to communicate the great mystery of His love and mercy by
sending us the least threatening divine presence we can imagine — a small child totally dependent on his parents.

On the other hand, Christmas arouses in me a feeling of sadness. Since becoming a religious and then a
priest, [ haven’t been able to celebrate Christmas with my family for the last two decades, as I have been serving
in many places and countries. This year, it is even more confusing as I have just lost my mum. More distressing,
I am unable to be home with my dad for Christmas. So, I can imagine the sense of loneliness that many —
unknown to me — experience this Christmas. I can only sympathise with them. I am thinking of the refugees,
orphans, widows and parents who mourn and grieve the loss of their children. My heart is also with those who
are sick and those who have been forgotten. For me, the best answer to loneliness is the intimate presence of God
in my life. An authentic and deeply personal relationship with our Lord enables me to be at peace, knowing that
God knows me, understands me and loves me. This gift also opens the door for me to find people to whom I can
share my joys and struggles. Perhaps, you may seek intimacy with the Lord too. This is the greatest gift to a
lonely heart.

Now, let us also reflect on the wider picture. 2018 was a “horrible year” for the Church. The cry of those
being abused by priest and nuns, and by those who are at the same time grandparents, parents, uncles and
trustworthy friends resonates in our ears and shakes the foundation of our being. They have betrayed Christ and
have sinned terribly! The psychological devastation of children is petrifying. So, let us ask with Pope Benedict
XVI: “We must ask ourselves what was wrong in our message, in our entire way of configuring the Christian
being that allowed such a thing to occur.” It is not enough to apologise and recompense the victims financially.
We must find a new determination in faith and moral goodness that appears in the child Jesus, who shows us
again the value of the beauty of life. Christmas calls for true justice.

2018 was also a “terrible year” for the protection and dignity of life. For me, the termination of unwanted
babies is horrifying. How is it justifiable that around 70,000 unwanted pregnancies were being aborted per year
in Australia? While it is laudable to protect the lives of mothers who are at risk of health, the new legislation also
gives a free ride to those who just refuse to accept responsibilities for the unborn. A culture or civilisation is
great only through its compassion! Christmas calls for true mercy.

At Christmas, God bequeaths to us the gift of life. So to celebrate Christmas is to let His divine mercy be
born in our hearts through the Spirit, as we become the adopted sons and daughters in Christ. Then, sharing in
His paschal mystery, we give ourselves in complete selflessness and humility to the service of our fellow
humans, we share in His resurrection.

Consequently, notwithstanding all the joys and rejoicing, let us not forget to let Christ be born again in
our hearts in contemplative prayer and worship, just as Mary and the shepherds did. In our merry-making, we
must not be so distracted and become so worldly that we do not have time to ponder over this event quietly and
meaningfully. We must not fall into the temptation of allowing the external celebrations and rejoicing to crowd
out the objective of our celebration — the mercy and grace of God revealed to us in Christ Jesus. May you all
have a holy and blessed Christmas!

As always, let us pray for each other, Fr. Joe.
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTSCo-ordinator: Kev Mahoney
Christmas break is upon us and next meeting will be Sunday, February 4th: Baptism / Confirmation.

No Eucharistic Adoration on Thursdays during January 2019.
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Ch”StmaS possible!) mass) special mass
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r Dang
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Christmas Celebrations for St Ja
Monday 24 Decembeifi 6pm Family Mass (new time)
Monday 24 Decembeifi 11.30pm for Midnight Mass (sing Carols before)
Tuesday 25 Decembeii 7am Mass and 9am MasqThere is NO 6pm Mass )
Wednesday 26th Decemberi 8am Mass

There are Plenary Council cards within our bulletin. Please read and write your thoughts on the card.
The box for these cards is available at the side entrance :)

Trish on annual leave Deedabear3otth (Parish Office closed Béarusdrgrd2iorh
(Fr Joe's mobile in case of emergencies 0490 148 387)
Fr Saldie away Decemlzeruz6th18th.
Fr Dang away Januksbvdlary 14th.

Thank you to Jan Quinn and family for the loan of Nell's piano to assist our parish music
ministry. It has been placed beside our wonderful organ.
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Parish SecretaryTrish Rashad 3397 1671
Parish Council Chay r Mietrshohenl | 3892 1682
Finance CommiteePaul Davey 0437 730 792
Pastor al Car e Pari sh Ofce 3397 1671
Safeguarding Of ckate Pearson capearson@optu
Coun Dccember 22 / 23 Anne & Margaret December 29 / 30 Karleen & Sandra

NEXT WEEK SATURDAY 6 PM SUNDAY 7AM SUNDAY 9AM SUNDAY 6PM
December 29 / 30
COMMENTATOR S. PHILLIPS G. TRIGGS-FULTON R. MITCHELL C. MANALAC
LECTOR C. NEANDER B. TRIGGS-FULTON M. YESUDAS A. IBARRA
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ADORATION: T hur 8dam.
PRAYERGROUP:each morning prior to Mass.
ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 4th January 2019.
NEXT ANOINTING MASS: Friisdayebr,uarty 120@ImM (no 8am m
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