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WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND
KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Gospel Reflection

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the
well is rich in historical and cultural nuance that enhances our
understanding and interpretation of this passage. When he asks
the woman for a drink, Jesus breaks two cultural taboos: firstly,
for a man to speak directly to an unchaperoned woman was
somewhat scandalous; secondly, as the woman points out,
Jesus is a Jew and directly addresses a Samaritan — another
scandal. Jesus successfully gains the woman’s attention by
ignoring these social taboos but she fails to fully understand his
reference to ‘living water’.

The reference to the woman’s five husbands has often been
construed to suggest that she was either a prostitute or a serial
widow. However, it may in fact be a reference to the Samaritans
binding themselves (wedding themselves) to the five books of
the Torah and ignoring the writings of the prophets and other
later writings. This reference is followed by another fact that set
Jews and Samaritans apart: the Samaritans worshipped God on
a local mountain, Mt Gerazim, whilst the Jews held that true
worship could only take place in Jerusalem. Jesus dismisses this
major difference between Jews and Samaritans by declaring that
soon ‘true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth’.

I’'M TRYiING
TO FiGDRE 0T ~—
MY DIRECTION iN LIFE.

T just want
Youn to
love me
:and--
care for my
~. loved ones.

OH, WAIT—
EVERYTHING IS ABOUT
Y00, iSNT IT?

(Gosh, GoD. THIS iSN'T
ABoLT You! EVERYTHING
[SNT ABOUT —

© Jean Denton flock.pastoralcenter.com

He is indicating the much more personal relationship with God
that he models; not bound up by ritual, place and law.

Having set the scene for breaking down the walls between Jews
and Samaritans, Jesus then reveals to the woman unequivocally
that he is the promised Messiah. The woman rushes back to the
town to spread the good news about Jesus. She becomes a
missionary for him; and a remarkably effective one. The people

“If you knew who is saying to you, ‘Give me a
drink,’ you would have asked him and he would
have given you living water.”

Sheepish Question:

Realizing it is all about Jesus, what must I do
differently with my life?

are convinced by her testimony and flock to Jesus where they
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Monoranjon lives in a village in Bangla-
desh close to the sea, where floods and
storms often damage his crops and his
home. With support from Project Compas-
sion, he learnt climate-resilient farming
techniques and new ways to diversify his
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build a safer, more sustainable future.

Please donate today.
You can support Project Compassion

have their own personal faith encounter with him.
Historical Context — Jews and Samaritans

Samaritans descended from one of the tribes of Israel. They held faith-
ful to Mt Gerazim as the first place for the worship of God even when
the prophet Elijah declared a new place for worship. In the 7th and 8th
Centuries BCE, the Assyrians descended on the Northern and
Southern Kingdoms of Israel. The Samaritans in the north assimilated
with the Assyrians, whilst the Jews were taken into exile in Babylon.
When the Jews returned from exile, the Samaritans offered to assist in
the reconstruction of the Temple. This infuriated the Jews and led to
centuries of distrust and animosity.

Living the Gospel — Personal encounter

The Samaritan woman’s personal encounter with Jesus compels her
to start spreading the good news about the amazing man she has met.
She meets Jesus face to face and feels compelled to act on what she
has felt. Lent is a time for each of us to again — or for the first time —
seek out a face to face encounter with Jesus. Through prayer,
contemplation on scripture or reflection on encountering Jesus in the
face of others, we build a one to one relationship with Jesus. When we
acknowledge this relationship, like the Samaritan woman, we are
compelled to act on it.

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a
member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive expe-
rience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the
author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences,

Project Compassion 2026
Monoranjon from Bangladesh




: 1 . Third Sunday in Lent

This Sunday's Readings (Year A 8th March)
First Reading Exodus 17: 3-7 Give us water to drink.

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that
| should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am | to deal with this people?’ he
said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of Israel and move
on to the forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. | shall be standing
before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is
what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because of the grumbling
of the sons of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’

Responsorial Psalm 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8 If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Come, ring out our joy to the | Come in; let us bow and bend low; O that today you would listen to his voice!
Lord; let us kneel before the God who made us | ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
hail the rock who saves us. for he is our God and we as on that day at Massah in the desert
Let us come before him, giving | the people who belong to his pasture, when your fathers put me to the test;
thanks, the flock that is led by his hand when they tried me, though they saw my
with songs let us hail the Lord. work.’

Second Reading Romans 5: 1, 2, 5-8 The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has
been given us.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through
Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast about looking forward to God'’s glory. This hope is
not deceptive, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given us. We
were still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even for a good man —
though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die — but what proves that God loves us is that
Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

Gospel Reading John 4: 5-42 The water that | shall give will turn into a spring of eternal life.

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there
and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.” His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan
woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ — Jews, in fact, do not associate
with Samaritans. Jesus replied:

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to you:

Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask,

and he would have given you living water.’

‘You have no bucket, sir,” she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater man
than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied:
‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but anyone who drinks the water that | shall give

will never be thirsty again: the water that | shall give

will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’

‘Sir,” said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that | may never get thirsty and never
have to come here again to draw water. | see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped
on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’
Jesus said:

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know;

for salvation comes from the Jews.

But the hour will come — in fact it is here already —

when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth:

that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants.

God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah — that is, Christ — is coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’
‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘l am he.’

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the Samaritans
came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more
came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard him
ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the world.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Thank you so much to St James Parish for your
wonderful donations and ongoing support of Rosies.
2 Our patrons greatly appreciate all that you have

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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Please pray for recently
deceased: Elizabeth Priyanoia;
William Philips; Lucinda Rosa; Ida Susin;
Sr Gabrielle Ryan; Sr Margaret Shannon sgs;
Marcia Morley-Buchanan; Fr Peter Casey.
And these anniversaries: Caroline Bejasa;
Elsie Frampton; Barbara Sanguino; Maria Carrillo; Hugo
Abril; Rebecca Fomwand; Rosemary Crowley; Merle
Chapman; Graciela Castano de Arias; Joao Da Costa
Freitas; Rogelio Ragasajo; Kevin Walsh; Jim Donaldson.
Please pray for these unwell: Maude Parker; John Carnay;
Elena Tolo; Sharmin; Judith Beattie; lan Gillespie; Maria Par-
ry; Fr. Barry Grayson; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Tony
Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Elisabeth Cor-
tezano; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz

St Joseph’s Feast Mass—Thursday 19th March @ 8am.
RIDe

St James Parish Sacramental Program
Reconciliation 2026 for Year 5 children—
A continues throughout Term One, concluding
[ . Friday 27th March at 4pm.

RS

Nigeria, the focus of 2026 World Day of Prayer
event, was given to us at the service at St. Thomas Camp
Hill last Friday. Please pray for peace and healing in
Nigeria's conflict-affected regions, and that God's word will
bring rest, transformation and renewed purpose to those
who have suffered so much. Amen
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Daily Reflections for Lent... $5 book. Last
copies still available at the side entrance,
cash or tap.

Daily Reflections
for Lent

RS

Are you looking for ways to deepen your prayer with
Scripture? You're warmly invited to Powerhouse of Prayer
in March, a one-day event on learning the art of Lectio
Divina, led by Fr Paul Chandler O.Carm. When: 9am - 3pm
on Saturday 21st March 2026 Where: Santa Teresa
Spirituality Centre (267 Wellington Street, Ormiston)

Cost: $55 per person RSVP: Friday 13th March 2026, note
that spots are limited. Archdiocesan Ministries
ministries@bne.catholic.net.au 07 3324 344

Do

COME AND SEE

WHAT MAKES

LIFE

MEANINGFUL?

You are invited for a
discernment week!!!

“Come and See”
programme at
Brookvale Seminary for
young men!
March 29- April 5 (Holy
Week until Easter

= Sunday)
Please talk to us for
more details...

RIOe
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday-3rd-April-
(This is Good Friday—no All Night Vigil on this date)

2N

MARCH 2026

Mondays Lenten Program with Fr Anson 8.30am

9 Monday 6pm Family Session 4 for Penance Program
(Church)

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm
Wednesdays Way of the Cross after 8am mass

14 / 15 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday Lent;
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Children’s Liturgy 3rd
Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. No Bap-
tisms during Lent.

Mondays Lenten Program with Fr Anson 8.30am

16 Monday 6pm Family Session 5 for Penance Program
(Home)

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

LENT 2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION 18th March 7pm.
PALM SUNDAY 29th March 2026—mass co-ordinators
will request more readers to assist.
HOLY THURSDAY 2nd April—
VOLUNTEERS nhelpers requested.
PLEASE GOOD FRIDAY 3rd April—helpers
requested.
HOLY SATURDAY 4th April—helpers requested.
5th April—helpers requested.

Please see volunteers sign-on clipboard at entrance.
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Love reading The Catholic Leader in print?
Have it delivered direct to your door. Subscribe at
www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe or call

(07) 3324 3555 today.

ROe
https://events.humanitix.com/moogerah-passion-play-2026
You are warmly invited to Moogerah Passion Play — it's
a meaningful retelling of the true story of Easter: the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus.

March 28th, 29th and April 3rd, 4th and 5th 2026

Set in the beautiful natural amphitheatre by Lake Moogerah, it's an
unforgettable night for all ages and a wonderful opportunity to pause,
reflect, and celebrate the message of hope that Easter brings.

RS
r1 é\rchblshop Shane Mackinlay

invites you to the annual

CHRISM MIASS
Thursday 26th March 2026
7:00pma
Cathedral of St Stephen
249 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane

A celebration for the entire Archdiocese

All Welcome

The undercover carpark will be available
from 6:00pm

XEEE
STSTEPHEN

Kerala Community Mass:
Sunday 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March)

Planned Giving for the Week of 1 March 2026

Collection Account numbers I[‘noo‘isﬁerggggf E)ngé%%?s ngﬁt -?ggaﬁon Total
1°" Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB: 064 786 $838.95 $315 $287 $415 $1,855.95
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $462.65 $405 $277 $415 $1,559.65
Account #: 100018086
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal D &
Liz Pashen —APRE "
Phone: (07) 3457 1100

Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration Ministry Teams—get involved...

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA Children & Families (Brent) Families.stiames@gmail.com
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 2nd Tue of month 6.30pm

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad ) Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Business Manager Helen Cole Adult Faith Formation Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au (David, Darren)

Parish Council Lauchlan Moore Hospitality & Community Life Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com

Chairperson ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com (Jaque, Melissa)

Safeguarding Officer Isr.stjiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan?1 Socialjusticeoutreach.stjiames@gmail.com

Christine Umali 1st Sunday of month 10.45am eet in the Priory Dining Room

March 7 / 8 Sylvia + parish staff March 14/ 15 Lorie + Lea

4th Sunday | VIGIL SUNDAY SUNDAY

Lent | SATURDAY 7AM 9AM

15 March | 6PM

CHOIR Denise D n/a Canossa Choir

COMMENTATOR Helen D Barb DeP Mirielle M

LECTORS Pat W Patricia McK Melissa P

EXTRAORDINARY Collette S Jan L Maria N

MINISTERS OF Sylvia P Trish R Mel N

COMMUNION Priya H Don T Christine U-M

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea

POWERPOINT CeciliaD Drew / Brendon / Trish June S

WELCOMERS Helen / Helpers requested Darren Charlotte Melissa Bettina

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.

All Parishioners

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. Please register
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am begins again 3rd February o FLOCKNOTE
(till 5pm until further notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com using this QR
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am. code
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: none in April (Good Friday).

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March)

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| NI RN L EVAR e [lale R T hird Sunday in Lent | Scan to view readings |
(Year A 15th March)

First Reading 7 Samuel 16: 1, 6,7, 10-13 In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of -
Israel. WAL L
Second Reading Ephesians 5: 8-14 Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. - =¢‘-".'|.'- For
Gospel Reading John 9: 1-41 The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his af -
sight restored.

o
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