
Dispatch from a Seminarian – Oliver Bajon 
As part of my Quo Vadis Ministry experience, I was invited by the Archdiocese of        
Brisbane to participate in parish ministry in Brisbane. In early January 2024, the         
Vocations Office informed me that I would be serving at St James’ Parish in Coorparoo. 
I had often driven past St James Church on my way to the Polish Church with my 
grandma, admiring its beautiful architecture and wondering what it looked like inside. 
To my delight, that curiosity became a reality—my prayers were heard! 
During my time at St James Parish, I was actively involved in the Young Adults           
Ministry. This included assisting with the fortnightly Bible study group, where I shared 
insights from my theological studies. After completing my Master’s in Theology, the 
Core Team quickly took notice and invited me to join their team and help lead the        
program. 
In addition to Bible study, I participated in the music ministry, singing in the Young 
Adults Choir. As a Core Team member, I continued to support the Bible study group and 
had the privilege of preparing and leading sessions during the October Young Adults 
Retreat. 
Being part of the St James Young Adults Ministry was an incredibly rewarding              
experience. It gave me valuable insights into leading a Young Adults group and          
working as part of a ministry team. Along the way, I formed meaningful friendships—
brothers and sisters in Christ—whom I will cherish for years to come. 
A heartfelt thank you to Fr. Francis and the Augustinian priests—Fr. Saldie, Fr. John, and 
Fr. Anson—for their guidance and pastoral care. I am also deeply grateful to the     St 
James community for this wonderful opportunity. 
Please keep me in your prayers, and know that I will also be praying for you! 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Scriptural context –Gospel Parallels  
The account of the Transfiguration appears in all three 
synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). The 
word, synoptic, means ‘seen together’ and these three gospels can be seen to-
gether because they have so much material in common. It is now accepted that 
the gospel of Mark was the first written as so much of it appears in the other two, 
while the gospels of Matthew and Luke both seem to have also drawn on another 
source of Jesus material (known as the ‘Q’ source). Despite the parallels, each 
writer uses the same story to convey the particular message of that gospel.  

Living the Gospel – Listen to him! 
God’s voice from the cloud claims Jesus as his Son, the Chosen One and then 
goes on to instruct those present – and we, the readers – to ‘Listen to him!’ For the 
disciples, this was a message not to get carried away with their own ideas about 
the Messiah but to listen to what Jesus was saying about the suffering he must 
endure and to what he was saying about true discipleship. Jesus tells us that to be 
a follower of his involves sacrifice, hardship and often unpopularity. It is this mes-
sage we must listen to as much as the promise of salvation. 
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Lent is an important time to hear the ‘Cry of the 
Poor’. Caritas Project Compassion is an excellent 
way to ‘Respond to the Cry of the Poor’ (Goal 2 of 
the Laudato Si’ Action Plan). https://
archdiocesanministries.org.au/laudato-si-action-
plan/  Recognising our interconnectedness with 
people around the world and responding with 
compassion is vital aspect of living Christ’s       
mission. Many people focus 
on Project Compassion 
through Lent, responding to 
the needs of struggling 
communities. We can also    
connect to our communities 
at home. See page 2 for     
information.   

https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/laudato-si-action-plan/
https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/laudato-si-action-plan/
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

2nd Sunday Lent (Year C March 16) 
First Reading  Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18 God made a covenant with Abraham, his faith-

ful servant. 
Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ he 
told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified. 
‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord, the 
Lord’ Abram replied, ‘how am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-
old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these, cut them in half and put half on 
one side and half facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds of prey came down on the carcasses but 
Abram drove them off. 
Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When the sun had set and darkness had 
fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand that went between the halves. That day the Lord made a Cove-
nant with Abram in these terms: 
‘To your descendants I give this land, from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’ 
 

Responsorial 26:1. 7-9. 13-14. R. v.1 The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Second Reading Philippians 3: 17—4: 1 Christ will transfigure these bodies of 
ours into copies of his glorious body. 
My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models every-
body who is already doing this and study them as you used to study us. I have 
told you often, and I repeat it today with tears, there are many who are behav-
ing as the enemies of the cross of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They 
make foods into their god and they are proudest of something they ought to 
think shameful; the things they think important are earthly things. For us, our 
homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting 
for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of 
ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do that by the same power with 
which he can subdue the whole universe. 
So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in 
the Lord. I miss you very much, dear friends; you are my joy and my crown. 
 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 9: 28-36 As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his face was 
changed, and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. 
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to 
pray. As he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed and his clothing be-
came brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking to him; 
they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his 
passing which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions 
were heavy with sleep, but they kept awake and saw his glory and the two 
men standing with him. As these were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what he was saying. 
As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with shadow; and when they 
went into the cloud the disciples were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud 
saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice 
had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept silence and, at that 
time, told no one what they had seen. 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are 
published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of 
A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 

The Lord is my light and my help;  
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life 
before whom shall I shrink?  

O Lord, hear my voice when I 
call;  
have mercy and answer. 
Of you my heart has spoken: 
‘Seek his face.’  

It is your face, O Lord, that I 
seek,  
hide not your face. 
Dismiss not your servant in 
anger; 
you have been my help. 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 
goodness  
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take 
heart. 
Hope in the Lord!  

This Sunday's Readings 

Truth Telling Reconciliation    
Action Plan Networking         
Workshop Topic: Liturgy,      
Rituals, Culture and Symbols.   
Sat 22 March 8:30am-2:30pm 
Murri Ministry, 5 Abingdon St, 
Woolloongabba. 
Gold coin donation supporting 
Murri Ministry funeral pantry 
or bring tea, coffee, sugar longlife 
milk or biscuits as a donation. 
For further details and to RSVP 
by 21 March go to tinyurl.com/
RAPnetworkMar25 
Presented by Archdiocesan   
Ministries with support from     
Murri Ministries. 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QZFgCr81NXInpGDOS0c7U4iE3H?domain=tinyurl.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QZFgCr81NXInpGDOS0c7U4iE3H?domain=tinyurl.com


Planned Giving for the Week of 2 March 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$799.85 $165 $337 $255 $1,556.85  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$526.30 $155 $307 $255 $1,243.30  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 2025 
17 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory 
17 Monday Reconciliation / Penance Session Five 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
18 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
19 Wednesday Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
22 / 23 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday Lent; 
Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms during Lent; 
Children’s Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. 
24 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory 

YYAM (Youth and Young 
Adults Ministry) 
What we offer to our community... 
- Journeying with other young adults on our Faith journey 
- Fellowship and a Supportive community 
Our Regular events: 
- YYAM lead Mass (2nd Sunday 9am Mass) 
All volunteers welcome to help with Music at Mass and other 
Mass roles such as proclaiming, offertory, welcoming our 
fellow parishioners and those new to our church community. 
- Bible study (2nd/4th Tuesday evenings) 6:45pm start gath-
ering 7pm Bible study and Discussion Incorporating Pray-
ers, Sister and Brotherhood groups 
- Morning tea after 9 am Mass hosted by YYAM (3rd Sunday) 
A welcoming space to get to know one another and help 
serve our community with hospitality. 
- Social Justice: Outreach at Emmanuel City Mission (ECM) 
South Brisbane and Little Kings Movement (LKM) 
Woolloongabba—Generally on weekends with ECM and the 
last Sunday of the month for LKM, we try to get a group  
together to go and volunteer. 
Key events this Year 
- St James Dance (July, around the Feast day of St James) 
- Young adult ministry (YAM) retreat in Sept/October TBC 
Planning to extend our outreach to: 
- The youth (13-17yrs) and parents of these teenagers, to 
gauge interest in starting this up in the parish.  
This is how you participate/get in contact 
- Please come and ask one of the young adults at Mass you 
see helping in any of the mentioned roles above. 
- Scan the QR code on one of our flyers; put in your details 
- Follow on social media for more information. 
Email: youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 
Instagram: St James YAM 

 

Friends of St Augustine gathering at 6:30pm, date to be 
decided in St James Priory dining room (please bring a 
plate to share for dinner) Come walk with us as we pilgrim 
with St Augustine in our own spiritual and intellectual devel-
opment. Chat to Brent, Sylvia or Karleen. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Rosemary Crowley; Julius Chan; 

Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal; Aurea Lobo; 
Alfredo Hibalay Balaga; Margaret Carew; Fr Kim 
Bok-Chon (Johan) OSA; Andrea Arquileta. 
And these anniversaries: Secondo Berta;       
Patricia Vensvotter: Gerard O’Reilly; Luke O’Reilly; Merle 
Chapman; Josephian Symons; Graeme Dawson. 
Please pray for these unwell: Marilyn Graham; Ian  
Gillespie; George Erbacher; Bien Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea; 
Germain Fernando; Rebecca Evans; Michael Barton;  
Ty De Paoli; Alex Hastings; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Community Life 
and Hospitality 
Ministry aims to cultivate a welcoming and inclusive           
environment within the parish. Through various initiatives, it 
ensures that everyone feels welcomed, accepted, and       
involved, fostering fellowship and strengthening relationships 
among parishioners while nurturing a supportive and           
engaged community. 
For 2025 our ministry aim to provide the following activities: 

• Mass Welcomers (ongoing) 

• Morning Tea (ongoing) 

• Plant Share 

• Prayer Cards 

• St. James Community Market 

• Parish Tour 

• Seniors Technology Sessions 
We look forward to your participation. Stay tuned for more 
details! Email  communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

 

Alpha 2025 starting 23rd April and  
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's Alpha? You can 
email <alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com>   

 
World Day of Prayer rescheduled—celebration highlight-
ing the Cook Islands this year to: Tuesday March 18 @ 
10am at Regina Caeli Church, 81 Waverley Rd, Camp Hill. 

 

Our Amici newsletter and prayer resource has copies at 
side entrance. This newsletter is produced by the Friends of 
St Augustine leadership group and you can get in contact 
with our Coorparoo group via Brent, Sylvia, Karleen. 

Youth & Young Adults 

Community Life & Hospitality 

Planned Giving for the Week of 9 March 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$ $ $615 $ $615  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$ $ $585 $ $585  

mailto:youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
mailto:communitylife.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Community%20Life%20and%20Hospitality
mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
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Parish of St James Primary School 

3rd Sunday Lent (Year C March 23) 
First Reading  Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15 This is what you must say to 

the children of Israel: I Am has sent me to you. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 1—12 All this that happened to the people o Moses in the 
desert was written for our benefit. 
Gospel Reading Luke 13: 1-9 unless you repent you will all perish as 
they did. 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters March 15 / 16 Brendon + Kevin              March 22 / 23 Paul + Cecilia  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

3rd Sunday 
LENT 

March 23 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY 6PM  

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Libby C n/a Jan Q 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Clare B Libby C (not available) 

LECTORS Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Lorie R (away) 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Jaque S 
Denis McI 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R (away— Edward) Brendon / Drew Lea/ Alejandra/ Leo/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Lachlan Brendon / Trish / Drew Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward David + Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th April at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday no mass in March 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 30th March at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

Welcome 
New Parishioners 

Please register  
using this QR code 

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20priest%20enquiry
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au?subject=principal%20enquiry
http://www.stjames.qld.edu.au/
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20parishioner
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https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

