
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent in Year A feature        
significant passages from the gospel of John. The first of the three 
readings was the story of the Samaritan woman at the well, to 
whom Jesus described himself as Living Water. The second was 
the healing of the blind man and Jesus declaring himself to be the 
Light of the World. In today’s passage about the death and raising 
of Lazarus, Jesus declares, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’    
Living Water; Light of the World; and the Resurrection and the Life 
– three important images of Jesus that all emerge from the gospel 
of John. Each of the events relate to Jesus’ response to some 
physical need: thirst; blindness; and death. However, in each case, 
Jesus not only responds to the physical need but also reveals a 
truth about himself that leads people to belief. 

The raising of Lazarus marks a turning point in the gospel of John. 
Chapter 11 concludes with the Jewish authorities plotting to arrest 
Jesus and then Chapter 12 begins the final week of Jesus’ life in 
Jerusalem. The significance of this episode is highlighted by the 
disciples who question Jesus about the wisdom of going back to 
Judea when the people there had wanted to stone Jesus to death. 
In going to save the life of his friend, Lazarus, Jesus knows that he 
is journeying towards his own death. In fact, the end of Chapter 11 
makes clear that it is some of the witnesses to the raising of       
Lazarus who go and complain to the authorities and precipitate the   
action against Jesus. In the gospel of John, it is the episode with 
Lazarus that effectively signs Jesus’ death warrant. The gospel 
makes clear that Jesus gives up his own life so that Lazarus may 
live. 

Scriptural 
Context – Jesus wept 
‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just two 
little words carry a world of emotion and speak volumes about 
Jesus. Pope Leo I used this verse to highlight the two natures of 
Jesus, pointing out that in his humanity, Jesus wept for the death 
of his friend, but in his divinity Jesus raised Lazarus to life.      
Lazarus and his sisters were close friends of Jesus and Jesus is 
clearly emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and 
Mary. That Jesus is about to restore Lazarus to life does not    
deny the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death.  

Living the Gospel – Unbind him, let him go free  
To see a man bound up for burial suddenly come walking from 
his tomb must have been an unnerving experience to say the 
least. However, Jesus calmly commands the astonished         
onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go free’. These words speak to 
us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and      
approach the celebration of Easter. What are the things that 
‘bind’ us? From what do we need to be released so that we may 
‘go free’? Are they bindings placed by ourselves or others? What 
will it take to be unbound? 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a     
member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. He has exten-
sive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young 
people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evan-
gelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of 
interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, 
and ministry with young people.  
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
(Year A 22nd March) 
First Reading Ezekiel 37: 12-14 I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you 
back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, 
my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know 
that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 129. R. v.7 With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

Second Reading Romans 8: 8-11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he will give life 
to your own mortal bodies. 
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the 
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit 
of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your 
spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 
 
 

Gospel Reading John 11: 1-45 I am the resurrection and the life. 
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus 
said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the disciples, 
‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. 
When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained 
sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother 
would not have died, but I know that even now, whatever you ask of God, he will 
grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know 
he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 
‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one 
who was to come into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 
came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘See how 
much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of 
the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus 

reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, 
‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the 
glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand 
round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Vers-
es, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Out of the depths I cry 
to you, O Lord,  
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be      
attentive 
to the voice of my   
pleading.  

If you, O Lord, should 
mark our guilt,  
Lord, who would     
survive? 
But with you is found 
forgiveness: 
for this we revere you.  

My soul is waiting for the Lord,  
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.)  

Because with the Lord 
there is mercy  
and fullness of                 
redemption, 
Israel indeed he will      
redeem 
from all its iniquity.  

A number of parishioners recently attended a cultural immersion day on Minjerribah 
(North Stradbroke Island), which was the site of the first Aboriginal mission in  
Queensland.  The day included a tour of some significant sites and the historical  
museum.  We learnt of the impact of colonisation and the shared journey of Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal people, sometimes in conflict, sometimes in cooperation.  If you want 
to find out more and be part of our parishes journey towards reconciliation with First  
Nations people, please contact Dan on socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 2026 
22 Baptism Preparations Session 10.30am Priory (also Session 
#1 for school age children); No Baptisms during Lent.  
Mondays Lenten Program with Fr Anson 8.30am  
23 Monday 6pm Family Session 6 + Rehearsal for Penance 
Program (Church)  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
Wednesdays Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
27 Friday 4pm Rite of First Reconciliation (Church) 
28 / 29 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Palm Sunday; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptism Preparation 
Session #2 for school age children (10.30am Priory); No Bap-
tisms during Lent.  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
APRIL 2026 
NO Wednesday Way of the Cross (Holy Week) 

Remember to bring your palms next Saturday or  
Sunday as we celebrate Palm Sunday. 

 

St James Parish Reconciliation 2026 for Year 
5 children concludes Friday 27th March at 4pm.  

 

 

Holy Land collection will be held on Good Friday 3rd April. 

 

Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the Mys-
tery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins beginning in April: an 
evening session at St James Church, Coorparoo – from 
Friday 24 April. The course will run for 8 weeks with a 
week’s break in the middle. Through the fourteen narrative 
books of the Bible, this foundational study traces Salvation 
History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church.  
For more information or to register your interest, please 
contact Louise S at 0456 700 040. 

 

Filipino Community will celebrate on 5 April 2026 the 
“Salubong”, a traditional Filipino Easter Sunday Dawn     
Celebration, that highlights the Encounter of the Risen Lord 
with Mary, His Mother.  at St. Flannan's church,                     
194 Handford Rd. Zillmere.  Details on noticeboard. 

 

Our front Church steps are blocked and thank you for 
your patience. Our front steps of the church continue to 
be monitored for a couple months until further engineer ad-
vice is received. 
Please be careful entering our church via the front steps. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Fr John McCall osa; 

Doug Smith; John Comiskey; Mimma Lo Giudice; 
Kevin Cutler; Margaret Dutton; Mary Murrin; Jane 
Cochrane; Elizabeth Priyanoia; William Philips; 
Lucinda Rosa; Ida Susin. 
And these anniversaries: Mariena De Paredes; Lenore 
Girard; Adelma Elicano; Paul Gannon; Secondo Serafino 
Berta; Caroline Bejasa; Mary Rita Deakin; Elsie Frampton. 
Please pray for these unwell: Maude Parker; John Carnay; 
Elena Tolo; Sharmin; Judith Beattie; Ian Gillespie; Maria   
Parry; Fr. Barry Grayson; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; 
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Elisabeth   
Cortezano; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn 
Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

GOOD FRIDAY 10AM WAY OF THE CROSS: If your  
family would like to be part of these 14 Stations: 10am on 
Friday 3rd April, please see the clipboard at side entrance. 

 

 

HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 3rd April.  
(This is Good Friday—no All Night Vigil on this date) 

 

Jeremy Monteath from Our Lady of Graces Parish in  
Carina, Lay Dominican, invites our local Catholic  
community to a screening of The Passion of the Christ 
at Cineplex Balmoral on Tuesday 31st March at 7:00pm 
as we approach Holy Week. See church doors for pricing. 

 
Kerala Community Mass:  
Sunday 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March) 

 

Our Weekend Mass Ministry Roster for April—June 2026 
is now available as hard copy in our Sacristy. 
We have emailed to our volunteers—let the parish office 
know if you did not receive a copy via email. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 15 March 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,105.45 $95 $315 $475 $1,990.45  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$732.80 $75 $310 $475 $1,592.80  
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Palm Sunday 
(Year A 29th March) 

First Reading Isaiah 50: 4-7 I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed. 
Second Reading Philippians 2: 6-11 He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on 
high. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 26: 14—27: 66 The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters March 21 / 22 Romy + Christy          March 28 / 29 June + Kate (away)  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

Palm 
Sunday 

29 March 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Vigil Voices n/a Chris + Sylvia 

COMMENTATOR Sylvia (singing) Barbara DeP Pat M 

LECTORS Karleen O’R + others Patricia McK + others Helena T + others 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron S 
Anne S 
Collette S 

Jan L 
Trish R 
Romy U 

Mel N 
Maria N 
Karla V 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya (away) Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea / Chelsey 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon / Trish Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen /  Helpers requested Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: none in April (Good Friday). 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March) 
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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