
Gospel Reflection 
When Jesus is asked about the deaths of some Galileans and 
some residents of Jerusalem, he seizes the opportunity to remind 
his audience that their obsession with the ‘sin’ of the victims is 
misplaced. He challenges all who are listening that unless they 
repent, they will all perish in a similar fashion. This would have 
been very confronting to those in the audience who were         
ingrained in the thinking that ‘bad things only happen to bad     
people’. The purity codes of the day stated that if one maintained 
purity of action – obeying the Law and respecting the prohibitions 
on certain actions – then one was fulfilling one’s duty and       
maintaining right relationship with God. Jesus chastises the peo-
ple for this attitude and tells them that they all must ‘repent’. For 
1st Century Jews, the word ‘repent’ had a greater depth of      
meaning than our current understanding. Rather than simply 
‘being sorry’, to repent meant to completely turn life around – 
both individually and as a society. His injunction to repent would 
be seen as a challenge to question motives and actions and set a 
new direction. 

Living the Gospel – Bad Things / Good 
People  
Today’s gospel taps into the vexing question: ‘Why do bad things 
happen to good people?’ The question implies that God is       
punishing good people. Surprisingly, this attitude continues and 
one only has to watch news coverage of a tragedy to hear some-
one ask, ‘How could God let this happen?’ The very question 
suggests a belief in a God who interferes in our lives and          
manipulates events. Jesus suggests that tragic events are not punishment from God, but the accidental, deliberate or 
natural event does provide a reminder to turn our lives around and live lives that matter.  

Gospel Focus—Repent 
Throughout the gospels, Jesus challenged the prevailing ‘purity codes’ that separated and classified people. The Jewish 
religious officials of the day were obsessed with the ‘letter of the Law’ as it applied to purity observance. Jesus told them 
that a spirit of compassion was much more important than the blind adherence to the Law. He suggests that it is not the 
lack of observance of purity codes that makes a person ‘unclean’ or ‘sinful’; rather, it is lack of compassion informing their 
actions towards others. The call to ‘repent’ is a call to complete conversion of heart – to take on an attitude of               
compassion. 
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Lent is an important time to hear the ‘Cry of the Poor’. Caritas Project Compassion is an excellent way 
to ‘Respond to the Cry of the Poor’ (Goal 2 of the Laudato Si’ Action Plan).                                            
https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/laudato-si-action-plan/  Recognising our interconnectedness with 
people around the world and responding with compassion is vital aspect of living Christ’s mission. 
Many people focus on Project Compassion through Lent, responding to the needs of struggling      
communities. We can also connect to our communities at home. See page 2 for information.   
 

https://archdiocesanministries.org.au/laudato-si-action-plan/


The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

3rd Sunday Lent (Year C March 23) 
First Reading  Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15 This is what you must say to the children of Israel: 

I Am has sent me to you. 
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side of the wilder-
ness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire, 
coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and 
look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and 
God called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he 
said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he said ‘the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God. 
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of their 
slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the Egyptians and bring 
them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’ 
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he added 
‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for all generations to 
come.’ 
Responsorial 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8 The Lord is kind and merciful. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 1—12 All this that happened to the people o Moses in the desert was written for 
our benefit. 
I want to remind you how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above them and how they all passed through the sea. 
They were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same     
spiritual drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and that rock was Christ.          
In spite of this, most of them failed to please God and their corpses littered the desert. 
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had. You must 
never complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer. 
All this happened to them as a warning and it was written down to be a les-
son for us who are living at the end of the age. The man who thinks he is 
safe must be careful that he does not fall. 
Gospel Reading Luke 13: 1-9 unless you repent you will all perish as they 
did. 
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you    
suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any 
other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will 
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell 
and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the    
other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless 
you repent you will all perish as they did.’ 
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he 
came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who looked 
after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to 
look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be 
taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year and give 
me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then 
you can cut it down.”’ 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible 
are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord,  
all my being, bless his holy 
name. 
My soul give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his        
blessings.  

It is he who forgives all your guilt,  
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the 
grave, 
who crowns you with love and 
compassion.  

The Lord does deeds of     
justice,  
gives judgement for all who 
are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to 
Moses and his deeds to Is-
rael’s sons.  

The Lord is compassion and 
love,  
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high 
above the earth 
so strong is his love for those 
who fear him.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Harmony Day 2025 is part of Harmony Week which runs from March 17th to 
23rd, celebrating Australia's cultural diversity and promoting inclusiveness, 
respect, and belonging for all. The theme is “Everyone Belongs.” 
As we strive to live in harmony with all cultures and traditions, we pray for  
understanding and 
peace. We 
acknowledge the beau-
ty of diversity and seek 
to foster respect and 
compassion across our 
communities. May our 
words and deeds lead 
to harmony every day. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 2025 
24 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory 
24 Monday Reconciliation / Penance Session Six + Rehearsal 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
25 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
26 Wednesday Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
28 Friday Reconciliation for Children 4.30pm in the church 
29 / 30 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday Lent; 
Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms during Lent. 
30 Sunday 9am mass will have Rite of Election for our  
Candidates. 
31 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory 
31 Friends of St Augustine gathering 6.30pm in the Priory 

On 30th March, within Sunday 9am mass, we will have 
Rite of Election for our Catechumens and Candidates. 

 

Friends of St Augustine gathering at 6:30pm, Monday 
31st March in St James Priory dining room (please bring 
a plate to share for dinner). We will have Father Peter 
Jones OSA, the Prior Provincial joining us. 
The theme for this year is My spiritual journey with               
Augustine as a guide. 
The topic for this gathering is - Augustine's early years,       
considering the influence of his family on his faith             
development. 
Come walk with us as we pilgrim with St Augustine in our 
own spiritual and intellectual development. Chat to Brent, 
Sylvia or Karleen. 

 

Community Building - 1st Sunday Morning Tea and Plant 
& Produce Share •Please bring plants or produce to swap 
and share during every 1st Sunday of the month Morning 
Tea (after 9am Mass) - Sunday 6th April we will see you. 

 

Office for Safeguarding Services encourages feedback 
from parish communities about key elements of the       
Archdiocesan approach to safeguarding. To gather this  
information, we have created three Safeguarding Surveys 
(child, youth, and adult) for distribution.  
 

Each of the surveys have 10 questions or less and should 
take no more than a couple of minutes to complete.  
 

The surveys can be accessed via the links below.   
Child Safeguarding Survey (5-12 yrs) 
Youth Safeguarding Survey (13-17yrs) 
Parish Safeguarding Survey (Adults) 
 

A poster with the QR codes can be seen on church 
doors + noticeboard.  

 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites you to the annual 
Chrism Mass on Thursday 10th April at 7pm. Cathedral 
of St Stephen, 249 Elizabeth St in the city. A celebration of 
the entire Archdiocese. All welcome. 

 
Throughout 2025 we will bless our parishioners during our 
1st Sunday masses (Vigil, 7am and 9am) when they have 
their birthdays or wedding anniversaries during that month. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Jim Beattie; Kim Lambert;             

K.A. Louis; Rosemary Crowley; Julius Chan;     
Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal; Aurea Lobo; 
Alfredo Hibalay Balaga; Margaret Carew; Fr Kim  
Bok-Chon (Johan) OSA. 
And these anniversaries: Paul Gannon; Secondo Berta;       
Lenore Girard; Patricia Vensvotter: Gerard O’Reilly;  
Luke O’Reilly; Merle Chapman; Josephian Symons;  
Graeme Dawson. 
Please pray for these unwell: Marilyn Graham; Ian  
Gillespie; George Erbacher; Bien Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea; 
Germain Fernando; Rebecca Evans; Michael Barton;  
Ty De Paoli; Alex Hastings; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Alpha 2025 starting 23rd April and  
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's 
Alpha? You can email 
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com> , or   
register by accessing the QR code, or go to 
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) 

 
Our Amici newsletter and prayer resource - copies at 
side entrance. This newsletter is produced by the Friends of 
St Augustine leadership group and you can get in contact 
with our Coorparoo group via Brent, Sylvia, Karleen. 

 

Sue Colwell Walk and Talk fundraiser is coming up on 
March 30. This Walk and Talk flyer gives bank details for 
those people interested in supporting the training /      
formation of Augustinian Priests in the Australian     
province. Details on church doors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Land Collection will occur on Good Friday 18 April. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 16 March 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$944.75 $390 $212 $315 $1,861.75  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$688.25 $450 $147 $315 $1,600.25  

https://forms.office.com/r/dsej4mprEW
https://forms.office.com/r/RxYiFYXeZn
https://forms.office.com/r/8NWVC6FX87
mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
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Parish of St James Primary School 

4th Sunday Lent (Year C March 30) 
First Reading  Joshua 5: 9-12 The people of God went to the prom-

ised land and there kept the Passover. 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 
Gospel Reading Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters March 22 / 23 Paul + Cecilia             March 29 / 30 Sylvia + John  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

4th Sunday 
LENT 

March 30 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY 6PM  

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Denise n/a Chris + Sylvai 

COMMENTATOR Frank F Barb DeP … 

LECTORS Ron S Clare B Libby C  

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Paul D 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Trish R 
Romy U 

Karla V 
Priya 
John W 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Lea/ Alejandra/ Leo/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Brendon / Trish / Drew Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward David + Karla Arnold Karien Carl 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th April at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday no mass in March 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 30th March at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20priest%20enquiry
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au?subject=principal%20enquiry
http://www.stjames.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20parishioner
mailto:Families.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Families%20and%20Children
mailto:sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Worship%20and%20Liturgy
mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Young%20Adults%20and%20Youth
mailto:bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Business%20Manager
mailto:Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Pastoral%20Council%20St%20James%20Parish
mailto:Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Hospitality%20and%20Community%20Life
mailto:lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Local%20Safeguarding%20Representative
mailto:Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Justice%20Outreach%20
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo
https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

