
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The Passion narrative, as described in the gospel of Matthew, is keen to 
drive home two particular points. Firstly, throughout this gospel, the gospel 
writer is at pains to demonstrate Jesus as fulfilling the prophecy of scripture. 
At the time of the arrest and the use of the thirty pieces of silver, we are    
reminded that these things took place to fulfil scripture. Secondly, this      
particular gospel emphasises the innocence of Jesus throughout the pas-
sion   narrative: he is ‘sold out’ by one of his followers; his trial before the 
Sanhedrin is a farce; his most loyal follower denies association with him; 
Pilate declares himself innocent of Jesus’ blood and the crowd accepts the 
consequences of their actions. At no point is any hint of guilt cast over     
Jesus. He is an innocent whose fate has been manipulated by others. In this 
gospel there is no conversation between Jesus and the criminals between 
whom he is crucified. There is no suggestion that Jesus too is a criminal 
who is deserving of his fate. His innocence is manifest. 

These two themes merge together in this gospel. The manner of Jesus’   
arrest, trial and death are all in accordance with the prophecy of scripture 
(i.e. in accordance with God’s will), and yet it is emphasised throughout that 
Jesus is innocent. There can be no accusation that Jesus is in any way    
deserving of his treatment and yet what befalls him is in keeping with God’s 
plan. It emphasises the sacrificial act made by Jesus: a proven innocent 
giving his life for the good of others. The actions of those who plot against 
Jesus to seek his downfall actually serve to bring about his purpose. No other outcome was possible. The writer       
assures the audience that the death of Jesus was no accident; it was intended from the very beginning. 

Scriptural Context – Passion Narratives 
Towards the end of the 19th Century, the German scholar, Martin Kähler, described the gospels as ‘passion narratives 
with lengthy introductions’. Over time, this description was more commonly applied to the gospel of Mark, but it is quite 
true of all four gospels. The passion elements are the climax of each gospel narrative and were probably written first to 
establish the unique interpretation of each of the gospel communities. The remainder of the gospel was written to ‘set 
the scene’ for the culmination of the message in the passion. Reading the four accounts of the passion reveal the 
unique styles and themes of the different gospel writers. 

Different View – The Blame Game 
This Passion narrative has been used in the past as justification for persecution of Jews. The text has the people of 
Jerusalem calling out, ‘his blood be on us and on our children!’ This has been interpreted (poorly) as reason to con-
demn all subsequent generations of Jews for the death of Jesus. However, this gospel was written in the aftermath of 
the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70CE. The gospel writer sought some explanation for this disas-
ter in the story of Jesus’ life and death: it is children of the crowd at Jesus’ death who suffered in the fall of Jerusalem. 

Gospel Focus – Uniquely Matthew  The passion narrative in the gospel of Matthew follows the gospel of 
Mark very closely. However, 
unlike in other sections of the 
gospel the Matthew writer has 
not just inserted sections from 
the Mark account. Rather, the 
material is reworked and given 
a unique Matthean ‘flavour’. In 
addition, the Matthew account 
includes five events that are 
not found in the Mark account: 
Judas hanging himself (27:3-
10); Pilate's wife's dream 
(27:19); Pilate's washing his 
hands (27:24-25); extraordi-
nary events at the time of    
Jesus' death (27:51b-53); 
sealing and guarding the tomb 
(28:62-66). 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Educa-
tion (Brisbane) for many years, most recent-
ly as a member of the Religious  Education 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Palm Sunday (Year A 29th March) 
First Reading Isaiah 50: 4-7 I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will 

not be ashamed. 
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

Second Reading Philippians 2: 6-11 He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 26: 14—27: 66 The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
N One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said:  
O What are you prepared to give me if I hand him over to you?  
N They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked for an opportunity to betray him.  
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus to say, 
C Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the passover?  
N He replied:  
J Go to so-and-so in the city and say to him, ‘The Master says: My time is near. It is at your house that I am keeping 
Passover with my disciples.’  
N The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared the Passover.  
When the evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And while they were eating he said: 
J I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me.  
N They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn,  
C Not I, Lord, surely?  
N He answered:  
J Someone who has dipped his hand into the dish with me, will betray me. The Son of Man is going to his fate, as the 
scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! Better for that man if he had never been 
born!  
N Judas, who was to betray him, asked in his turn,  
O Not I, Rabbi, surely?  
N Jesus answered:  
J They are your own words.  
N Now as they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he broke it and gave it to the dis-
ciples and said:  
J Take it and eat; this is my body.  
N Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them saying:                 (continues with narration) 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

All who see me deride 
me.  
They curl their lips, they 
toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let 
him save him; 
let him release him if this 
is his friend.’  

Many dogs have surrounded 
me,  
a band of the wicked beset 
me. 
They tear holes in my hands 
and my feet. 
I can count every one of my 
bones.  

They divide my clothing 
among them.  
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me 
alone, 
my strength, make haste 
to help me!  

I will tell of your name to my 
brethren  
and praise you where they are 
assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him 
praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’  

An Ethical shopping choices this Easter (see noticeboard near side entrance) 
Our Laudato Si’ Action Plan encourages us all to care for our environment being our common home 

alongside our care for the poor.  One way we can do this is to buy Easter treats ethically this Easter.  As stated by Pope 
Benedict XVI, “Purchasing is always a moral – and not simply economic – act.”  When we buy goods, do we consider 
whether they are being produced free from child and forced labor (modern slavery), ensure a living income for workers 
(fair wage), empower women, and protect the environment we all share. For farmed products like tea, coffee and cocoa 
(for chocolate), are environmental concerns relating to farming sustainably being addressed, including concerns about 
deforestation and loss of habitat, agroforestry and high pesticide use.   
The organisation ACRATH 'Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans' has published a resource  
https://acrath.org.au/take-action/chocolate/ which details the issues and  
links to the https://chocolatescorecard.com/ to check and see if your favourite brand is ethical.  

Social Justice  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 2026 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
APRIL 2026 
NO Wednesday Way of the Cross (Holy Week) 
2 Holy Thursday Washing of Feet 7pm 
3 Good Friday 10am Way of the Cross;  
3pm The Lord’s Passion (collection for Holy Land) 
4 / 5 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Easter Sunday; 
(Easter Saturday Vigil 7pm RCIA Confirmation + Eucharist; 
Easter Sunday 7am, 9am Baptism during 9am mass;  
Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
10 Friday 9am Anointing mass  
11 / 12 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday  
Easter; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am);  Baptisms during 
Masses. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
17 Fr Anson away (till 25th May) 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Land collection will be held on Good Friday         
3rd April. This collection promotes the missionary work of 
the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assis-
tance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, 
employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages 
and medical centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on 
assistance from this collection. We urge Catholics around 
the world to be as generous as possible—please remember 
the Christians of the Holy Land on Good Friday and please 
keep them in your prayers. (Envelopes on pews) 

 

Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the       
Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins beginning in 
April: an evening session at St James Church, Coorparoo – 
from Friday 24 April. The course will run for 8 weeks with 
a week’s break in the middle. Through the fourteen  
narrative books of the Bible, this foundational study traces      
Salvation History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the 
Church. For more information or to register your interest, 
please contact Louise S at 0456 700 040. 

 

At the side entrance, please find our latest copy of Amici 
and the Prayer Resource from Friends of St Augustine. 
Thank you and Peace, Mary McCormick (Co-Leader)  

 

HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 3rd April.  
(This is Good Friday—no All Night Vigil on this date) 

 
Kerala Community Mass:  
Sunday 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March) 

 

Irish parishioners: You are invited to attend a short  
ceremony on Easter Monday 6th April at Nudgee  
Cemetery, where we will commemorate the bravery of  
William (Dan) Ryan, fought as a volunteer in the Dublin 
GPO during the Easter Week 1916 Rising and later in  
Ireland’s War of Independence. We will gather at 10.00am 
at his gravesite for our short ceremony. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Allan Chen; Geraldine 

Costa; Graham Filkins; Ernesto Balingasa Jr; 
Doug Smith; Fr John McCall osa; John  
Comiskey; Mimma Lo Giudice; Kevin Cutler; 
Margaret Dutton; Mary Murrin. 
And these anniversaries: John Murphy; Lenore Girard; 
Arthur Egert; Arthuro Belcina; Noel Paterson; Marcus  
McIntyre; Adelma Elicano; Paul Gannon; Secondo Berta. 
Please pray for these unwell: Doug Smith; Maude Parker; 
John Carnay; Elena Tolo; Sharmin; Ian Gillespie; Maria  
Parry; Fr Barry Grayson; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; 
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia  
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Easter Brunch 5th April 10am—Our parish ministries 
(YAM; Social Justice and Hospitality are inviting  
parishioners a Potluck Brunch in the Hall. Hot Cross 
Buns and Easter Egg Hunt for kids provided! All welcome, 
please bring a plate and a friend. If you can't make it,  
donations are welcome to support our Ministries. 

 

 From: Fr Francis Belcina 
<churchwelfare@outlook.com.au>  
is an EMAIL SCAM/S doing the rounds, claiming to be 
from parish priests asking for money or other help or ask-
ing for an email in return. Check the email address! Our 
Clergy would never seek to contact you in this way, or   
require of you that you provide them with cash or store 
cards to get them out of a bind. Please be vigilant. 

Planned Giving for the Week 22 March 2026  
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

 
$774.95 

 
$95.25 $415 $510 $2,040.20  $245 

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

 
$627.50 

 
$95 $745 $510 $2,402.50  $425 

 
Palm Sunday 

28–29 March 2026 
As Project Compassion 2026 comes to a close, we 
thank you for your generous support throughout 
Lent. This year, we shared the stories of four       
inspiring people whose lives are being uplifted 
through your compassion.  
Your support is helping them overcome challenges 
and build stronger futures. There is still time to    
donate!  
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Easter Sunday 
(Year A 5th April) 

First Reading Acts 10: 34, 37-43 We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrection from the 
dead. 
Second Reading Colossians 3: 1-4 Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is. 
Gospel Reading John 20: 1-9 The teaching of scripture is that he must rise from the dead. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters March 28 / 29 June + Kate (away)          April 4 / 5 Karleen + Sandra  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

Easter 
Sunday 
5 April 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
7PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Parish Choir Chris + Sylvia Chris Lee 

COMMENTATOR Bryan M Don T Marg T 

LECTORS Many Readers Barbara DeP Christine U-M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Nico 
Norman G 
Lorie R 

Heather L 
Romy   
Christy 

Paul D 
Jaque S 
Jordan M 

ALTAR SERVER/S Lea + John Drew? Chelsey + John 

POWERPOINT Drew N Brendon G Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Jenny M + George DeP + Trish R Marie Darren Charlotte 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: none in April (Good Friday). 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March) 
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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