
Gospel Reflection 
Today’s gospel is perhaps the most famous of the parables that are unique to the Gospel of Luke. Sadly, what is often 
overlooked is the accusation aimed at Jesus that leads into the telling of this and two other shorter parables (the Lost 
Sheep and the Lost Coin – Lk 15:4-10). The Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus of what they regard to be abhorrent 
behaviour in relation to the purity code that dominated 1st Century life: not only does Jesus welcome sinners, he actually 
shares meals with them. This would be absolutely scandalous behaviour. Who you ate with was a reflection of who you 
were. To eat with sinners and the unclean effectively made you a sinner and unclean.  

Historical Context – Customs and culture  
The parable of the lost son is a fascinating study of Jewish culture and purity laws. The son could not have distanced 
himself more from Jewish custom. Firstly, he demanded his inheritance, effectively treating his father as dead. Secondly, 
he travels to a pagan land and then in despair finds himself feeding pigs – animals whose meat was forbidden to Jews. 
He knows that his actions have alienated him from his family and culture and yet when he returns, his father gives him a 
fine robe and a ring to wear – signs of a father claiming a 
son as his own.  

Have you thought? The Prodigal  
Because the only context in which most people ever hear 
the word prodigal is in relation to this parable, there is a 
common misunderstanding of the word. Because the  
parable is also referred to as the parable of the lost son, 
many people think prodigal means lost. However, to be 
prodigal means to be wastefully extravagant. When the 
son took his father’s money he adopted a prodigal       
lifestyle. However, the irony of the story that is often lost is 
that the father too was prodigal in the extravagant       
welcome he gave. The father’s extravagance echoes 
God’s extravagant and abundant grace and love. 

From the perspective of … The Older 
Brother  
We might have a little sympathy for the position of the 
older brother who has stuck by his father and done all that 
was required of him. All of a sudden his wayward brother 
returns and his father pulls out all the stops to welcome 
him home. The older brother is like the Pharisees and 
scribes who criticised Jesus for dining with sinners. They 
were sticklers for the rules and had no sense of compas-
sion if it involved moving outside the requirements of Law. 
Like the older brother, they could not comprehend a God 
who could be extravagant in expressing his love.  
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

4th Sunday Lent (Year C March 30) 
First Reading  Joshua 5: 9-12 The people of God went to the promised land and there 

kept the Passover. 
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’ 
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening in 
the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roast-
ed ears of corn, that same day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that country, the manna stopped 
falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded. 
Responsorial Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9 Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all God’s 
work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. In oth-
er words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against them, and he has entrusted 
to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us, 
and the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, 
so that in him we might become the goodness of God. 
Gospel Reading Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees 
and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.’ So he spoke this parable to them: 

‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share 
of the estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property between 
them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a 
distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. 

‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he 
began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who 
put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with 
the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to 
his senses and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than 
they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father 
and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve 
to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place 
and went back to his father. 

‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He 
ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be 
called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe 
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we 
have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because 
this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.” And 
they began to celebrate. 

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the 
house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what 
it was all about. “Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has 
killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He 
was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but 
he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once 
disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to cele-
brate with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallow-
ing up your property – he and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 

‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is 
only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and is found.”’ 

Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published 
and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights 
reserved. 

I will bless the Lord at all times,  
his praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad.  

Glorify the Lord with me.  
Together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free.  

Look towards him and be radiant;  
let your faces not be abashed. 
This poor man called; the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress.  

This Sunday's Readings 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING UPDATE – the Archdiocese has announced the upcoming launch of the ArcheLearn system to St James   
parish. Previously used exclusively by employees, the ArcheLearn system has been expanded to provide our parish volunteers with a 
streamlined way to access the training needed for their Ministry roles (such as Safeguarding, WHS and updating Prior Conduct forms).     
This upgrade ensures that all volunteers have an easy-to-use path to access mandatory training and other learning resources.  Please  
keep an eye out for an email notification saying you’ve been registered.  All current training will be credited so you need only complete 
when it’s next due to expire.  If you have any issues, please direct them to Helen in the parish office. bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

mailto:bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
30 Sunday 9am mass will have Rite of Election for our  
Candidates. 
31 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory 
31 Friends of St Augustine gathering 6.30pm in the HALL 
APRIL 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
1 Tuesday Parish Leaders meeting 7pm in the Priory  
1 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
2 Wednesday Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
2 Wednesday 2ND Lent Rite of Reconciliation 7pm 
(including Rite of Penance children) 
4 Friday 9am Anointing mass 

Friends of St Augustine gathering at 6:30pm, Monday 
31st March in the HALL (change of venue) (please bring 
a plate to share for dinner). We will have Father Peter 
Jones OSA, the Prior Provincial joining us. 
The theme for this year is My spiritual journey with               
Augustine as a guide. The topic for this gathering is - Au-
gustine's early years, considering the influence of his family 
on his faith development. Come walk with us as we pilgrim 
with St Augustine in our own spiritual and intellectual devel-
opment. Chat to Brent, Karleen, Sylvia. 

 

Community Building - 1st Sunday Morning Tea and Plant 
& Produce Share Sunday 6th April we will see you. 

 

The AFFM team 
acknowledge                   

St Augustine’s famous truism: “Our heart is restless until it 
rests in You”; 
• Hence, the AFFM team encourage and offer everyone the 
opportunity to explore their Catholic faith accompanied by 
fellow parishioners; 
• Coming shortly is Module 2- a 10 week exploration titled 
“Understanding, Praying and Living the Scriptures” that  
engages participants in the scriptures, exploring their      
inspiration, canonisation, unity and how to interpret        
scripture within the Catholic tradition. 
• We hope participants experience listening to the voice of 
God in scripture, ensuring that scripture moves beyond 
mere test to being experienced as God’s word to us. 
*Alpha 2024 was a huge success with over 40 attendees.  
This year we will run two Alphas: one in Term 1, and one in 
Term 3. These Alphas will be smaller, making them more 
sustainable, more sought after, but just as impactful.  
In case you missed it, Alpha is “Christianity 101”; a          
non-denominational exploration of what we as Christians 
believe about life, faith, and meaning, all set around a meal, 
a movie, and a discussion.  
*Here at St James we see Alpha as the most important 
evangelisation tool we have. It’s the pipeline for growing the 
parish and the ministry teams, and identifying future       
ministry leaders. We also have a vision that Alpha groups 
will become Connect Groups in the parish, leading to    
deeper and more meaningful relationships among parish-
ioners. We encourage everyone to invite a friend, a relative, 
a colleague or even a stranger to the next Alpha session. 
Email adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Jim Beattie; Kim Lambert;             

K.A. Louis; Rosemary Crowley; Julius Chan;     
Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal; Aurea Lobo; 
Alfredo Hibalay Balaga; Margaret Carew; Fr Kim  
Bok-Chon (Johan) OSA. 
And these anniversaries: Arturo Belciña; Shanthi; Paul 
Gannon; Secondo Berta; Lenore Girard; Patricia 
Vensvotter: Gerard O’Reilly; Luke O’Reilly; Merle  
Chapman; Josephian Symons. 
Please pray for these unwell: Marilyn Graham; Ian  
Gillespie; George Erbacher; Bien Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea; 
Germain Fernando; Rebecca Evans; Michael Barton;  
Ty De Paoli; Alex Hastings; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Worship team makes every Mass a sacred 
celebration. From choir to altar servers, 

PowerPoint operators to decorators – we all play a part. 
•Choir: Help fill the church with beautiful music. No need to 
be a professional, just a joyful heart! 
•Eucharistic Ministers: Share the Body & Blood of Christ 
with reverence and love. 
•Altar servers: Assist Father on the altar – young or not-so-
young, all are welcome! 
•Proclaimers: Be the voice that brings God’s Word to life. 
•PowerPoint Operators: Keep those hymns and prayers 
flowing smoothly. 
•Decorators: Help create a beautiful environment for wor-
ship. 
•Welcomers: welcomes you on the door with big smiles, 
ensuring everyone feels they belong. 
Interested? See us after Mass or  
email: worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com 

 

Alpha 2025 starting 23rd April and  
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's Al-
pha? You can email 
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com> , or   
register by accessing the QR code, or go to 
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) 

 
Our Amici newsletter and prayer resource - copies at 
side entrance. This newsletter is produced by the Friends of 
St Augustine leadership group and 
you can get in contact with our 
Coorparoo group via Brent, Sylvia, 
Karleen. 

 
Thank you from Mengistu Hailu, 

Romero Centre Manager. His 
grateful smile says it all. We are 

blessed by the many parishioners 
who answered the call for            

donations of needed goods at 
Romero Centre. 

Worship 

Adult Faith Formation 

Planned Giving for the Week of 23 March 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$973.95 $295 $212 $420 $1,900.95  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$739.80 $265 $147 $420 $1,571.80  

mailto:adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Worship
mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
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Parish of St James Primary School 

5th Sunday Lent (Year C April 6) 
First Reading  Isaiah 43: 16-21 I am doing a new thing and I will 

give drink to my people. 
Second Reading Philippians 3: 8-14 Because of Christ, I look upon everything else as useless in 
order to gain him. 
Gospel Reading John 8: 1-11 Let the person without sin be the first to 
throw a stone. 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters March 29 / 30 Sylvia + John           April 5 / 6 Parish staff  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

5th Sunday 
LENT 

April 6 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY 6PM  

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Pat W Patricia McK Melissa P 

LECTORS Frank F Barb DeP … 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Collette S 
Lorie R (away) 
Helen D 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Denis McI 
Deborah H 
Amor McC 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R away Priya to replace Brendon / Drew Lea/ Alejandra/ Leo/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Brendon / Trish / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward David + Adriana Joselin Peter Colomba 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th April at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday no mass in March 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 30th March at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
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http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
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