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@@N@AW IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT

WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND
KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
v@ A 2@2@ AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Gospel Reflection

On this, the most important celebration in the Christian calendar, it is a
shame that the reading chosen for the Lectionary is something of a let down.
Certainly, within the gospel reading we have the discovery of the empty tomb
by Mary of Magdala; the disbelieving disciples running to find things exactly
as Mary had described; and the dawning realisation of what Jesus had meant
when he so frequently spoke about rising from the dead. However, if the
editors of the Lectionary had chosen to also include the next nine verses of
the gospel we would have also heard the magnificent encounter between
Mary and the risen Lord, confirming that it was a woman, Mary Magdala, who
was the first witness to Christ’s resurrection. As it is, we never hear this
account as part of the cycle of Sunday readings.

The discovery of the empty tomb — although so simply told — is an astounding
event that completes the Paschal Mystery: the passion, death AND resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Whilst Christ’s willingness to go to his death on the cross was
an extraordinary statement of God’s love for humankind, it is his rising again
from death that offers all Christian people hope. It is the second disciple — the
one whom Jesus loved — who is the first to grasp the meaning of what has happened inside the tomb. The gospel tells us
that upon entering the tomb and seeing Jesus’ burial cloths lying there, ‘he saw and
he believed’. Unlike the later encounters with the risen Lord, this disciple recognised
the truth and significance of what he saw in the empty tomb. He didn’t need to see the
risen Lord to believe. Perhaps it is he that we today can best identify with. Not in a
position to physically encounter the risen Christ, we are capable of seeing the signs of
his resurrection and continuing presence in the world and choose to believe.

[Historical Context = Mary Magdalene

Mary Magdalene, or Mary of Magdala, plays an important role in the gospel accounts
of the resurrection. She was obviously a significant follower of Jesus, being named as
a witness to the crucifixion, discovering the empty tomb and the first to encounter the
risen Christ. One would think that she would hold a prestigious place in the Church,
but for many years she was confused with another character identified in the gospels
and was portrayed as a prostitute and sinner. Mary is named in each of the four
gospels and not once is it indicated that she was a sinner or prostitute. She has been
a victim of mistaken identity for 2000 years.

Ditirerent View = An emjply tomb?

There are some writers who have questioned the historical accuracy of the empty
tomb account of the resurrection. Some theologians and biblical scholars (e.g.
members of the ‘Jesus Seminar’) argue that historically, it is far more likely that the
victim of Roman crucifixion would be left to rot on the cross or buried in a shallow
criminal’s grave — not laid to rest in an expensive private tomb. However, they do not
argue against resurrection. They maintain that Jesus’ body was not ‘resuscitated’ or
‘reanimated’. What happened to his corpse, they argue, is irrelevant to Christ’s
resurrection.

Questions for Adults

Q. Why is the passion, death and resurrection central to Christian belief?
Q. What message do you take from the beloved disciple who ‘saw and believed'.
Q. Does the significance of the Easter events receive proper recognition in society today?
Q. Why do you think the cross became the symbol of Christianity, rather than the empty tomb?

© Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experi-
ence of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences,
and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults in 2026:
Congratulations to Joshua and Paige.
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St James Coorparoo
Parish Hall 10-12pm

sunday Brunch et

Celebrate the season of renewal with fellowship after 9am Easter

e Invite those alone this Easter or bring a friend
« Donations accepted to support our Ministries

e Potluck Brunch, please bring a plate to share

» Hot Cross Buns, tea & coffee provided
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© Jean Denton flock.pastoralcenter.com

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he
spoke to us on the way?”

Sheepish Question:
How have I been changed by new life in Christ?
Where do I go from here?

Sacrament of
Confirmation
Program

Y1

Parent Info-Session
on 25t May, 6pm,

“ This Sunday's Readings

Easter Sunday
(Year A 5th April)

have eaten and drunk with him after
his resurrection from the dead.

Second Reading Colossians 3: 1-4

where Christ is.

Gospel Reading John 20: 1-9 The
teaching of scripture is that
he must rise from the dead.
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* Easter Egg Hunt for Kids (and big kids!)
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First Reading Acts 10: 34, 37-43 We

Look for the things that are in heaven,
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a*l”‘Caritas ‘
PR AUSTRALIA COMPASSION

Happy Easter from all of us here at
Caritas Australia!

Thank you for your continued support
through Project Compassion. Your gen-
erosity is helping to empower the
world’s most vulnerable communities,
enabling them to overcome challenges
and lift themselves out of poverty. There
is still time to donate!

UNITE
AGAINST
POVERTY

this Lent

Please donate today.

You can support Project Compassion
2026 through the donation boxes, enve-
lopes or by scanning the QR code.
Or online at:
www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
Or by calling: 1800 024 413

Thank you for standing with us, as we
Unite Against Poverty this Lent.

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate

Please pray for recently deceased:
Allan Chen; Geraldine Costa;
Graham Filkins; Ernesto Balingasa Jr; Doug A
Smith; Fr John McCall osa; John Comiskey;
Mimma Lo Giudice; Lucinda Rosa; Ida Susin. S
And these anniversaries: Dolores Reyes;
Kristjan Terauds; John Murphy; Lenore Girard; Arthur
Egert; Arthuro Belcina; Noel Paterson; Marcus Mclntyre;
Adelma Elicano.
Please pray for these unwell: Maude Parker; John
Carnay; Elena Tolo; lan Gillespie; Maria Parry;
Fr Barry Grayson; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries;
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.
Please pray for these Baptismal children:
Fia Mclvor-Connolly; Wenya Olivia Khoo; Wenqgi Amelia
Khoo.

Anzac Day 25th April—8am + 6pm mass at St James.

R Oe

The Augustinian Magazine March 2026 (issue 73) is
available at front and side entrances of the church.

Fr Kevin Burman OSA graces the front cover of the maga-
zine—1956-2026 as he is celebrating 70years of priest-
hood. Please take a copy home and enjoy a good
Augustinian Australasian read, including a message from
our Vicar Provincial, Fr Brian Buckley OSA.

R Oe

At the side entrance, please find our latest copy of Amici
and the Prayer Resource from Friends of St Augustine.
Thank you and Peace, Mary McCormick (Co-Leader)

R Oo
In late April we will begin our
donations request for ROMERO
CENTRE which is a place of welcome
and sanctuary under the care of Archdiocese of Brisbane
Ministries. Romero Centre cares for people arriving in
Australia seeking asylum, looking for safety and human
rights - the Centre inspired by human rights campaigner,
St Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador.

RIOe

The purpose of menALIVE is to bring men together,
to renew their faith in God, and to encourage them

to become an active force within the
Church.

Half day event: Sunday 17th May from
9am mass till 1pm.

Social Justice

I

The menALIVE Men’s Weekend:

13 + 14 June 2026 is an opportunity for
men to explore what makes them feel
fully alive. The experience of the week-
end is powerful and dynamic and many men are inspired
and encouraged with a new sense of purpose and mission.
The weekend is organised by men in your local community
and conducted by an experienced team of menALIVE
leaders. It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.

For more information contact Darren or David
adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com

Or phone the parish office 3397 1671.
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APRIL 2026

5 Sunday Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass; Easter Brunch in
the hall 10am-12pm—all welcome.

10 Friday 9am Anointing mass

11 /12 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday
Easter; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms during
Masses.

Tuesdays Perpetual Euchqnstlc Adoration till 5pm

17 Fr Anson away (till 25" May)

18 / 19 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday Easter;
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Children’s Liturgy 3rd
Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. Baptisms.
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

24 Friday evenings BED study group

25 Saturday ANZAC DAY

25 / 26 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4™ Sunday Easter;

HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 10th April at 9am

R Oo
Fr Anson away 17th April till 25th May.

RI Do

Archbishop Shane Mackinlay asks that we take part in the
annual Mass Count in the four weekends of May 2026.

RIOe

St James Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking
the Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins beginning in
April: an evening session at St James Church, Coorparoo —
from Friday 24 April. The course will run for 8 weeks with a
week’s break in the middle. Through the fourteen

narrative books of the Bible, this foundational study traces
Salvation History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the
Church. For more information or to register your interest,
please contact Louise S at 0456 700 040.

RIOe

Sacramental program for children: our
Confirmation Program for children who have
been baptised and they are Year 3 or older.
Take note of this date: Monday 25th May at
6pm for Parent information session (in our
church).
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A Catholic Mental Wellbeing morning is held weekly on a
Wednesday morning at 58 Morgan Steet, The Valley.
Participants enjoy a morning of companionship, reflection
and prayer, and to celebrate Mass followed by a light lunch
are most welcome to attend. For more details please
contact Judy Norris Ph 3324 3193 or email
judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au
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Held at Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre on Saturday,
18 April 2026, a Prayer Retreat morning is a chance to
take time out of the busyness of life and spend some time
in prayer and reflection.

Time: 9:00am - 12:00pom Cost $25 per person

Planned Giving for the

Week of 29 March 2026

L E | Direct D ti

Collection Account numbers [n°o°f§er332§]y [pngg%%e]s Dggﬁ ng ation Total
1°! Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB: 064 786 $970.40 $95 $237 $515 $1,817.40
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $755.55 $85 $262 $515 $1,617.55
Account #: 100018086
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal
Liz Pashen —APRE

Phone: (07) 3457 1100
Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration Ministry Teams—get involved...

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA Children & Families (Brent) Families.stiames@gmail.com
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad ) Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Business Manager Helen Cole Adult Faith Formation Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au (David, Darren)

Parish Council Lauchlan Moore Hospitality & Community Life Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com

Chairperson ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com (Melissa)

Safeguarding Officer Isr.stjiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com

April 4/ 5 Paul + Cecilia April 11 / 12 Brendon + Kevin

2nd Sgnday | VIO SUNDAY SUNDAY

Easter | SATURDAY 7AM
Divine Mercy 12th April | 6PM 9AM

CHOIR Carina Choir n/a YAM

COMMENTATOR Frank F Clare B Ray M

LECTORS Ron S Patricia McK YAM

EXTRAORDINARY Sylvia P Jan L Karla V

MINISTERS OF Collette S Barbara DeP Deborah H

COMMUNION Rosemarie Y Romy U Fina |

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya (away) Drew / Brendon Doreen / Lea / Chelsey

POWERPOINT Paul D Brendon / Trish / Drew | Matthew A

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward Adriana Peter Colomba

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. . :

Sunday 7am, gan?_ P ; Please register to |k
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am. [l ,  FLOCKNOTE
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. ' using this QR code

All Parishioners

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.

PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm)

Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com

HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 1st May at 9am

FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: 1st May

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 31st May at 4pm (Fr A away in April)

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise
& Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| 2nd Sunday Easter (Divine Mercy) (Year A 12th April)

First Reading Acts 2: 42-47 The faithful lived together and owned
everything in common.
Second Reading 7 Peter 1: 3-9 He has given us a new birth as his children, by raising Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Gospel Reading John 20: 19-31 After eight days Jesus came in and
stood among them.
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