
Gospel Reflection 
This entire scene is a conspiratorial ‘set-up’ to trap Jesus. Jewish law dictated that adultery was to be punished by death 
for both parties. However, the Roman occupation had forbidden the Jewish authorities to carry out the death penalty. By 
bringing the woman to Jesus they sought to place him in a no-win situation. If he upheld the Jewish law and ordered the 
death penalty, then he was flaunting Roman law. If he did not uphold the law then he could be branded as a false       
teacher. They thought it was a perfect trap! 

Gospel Focus – Restoring honour  
When the accused woman is brought before Jesus for judgment he neither looks at the woman nor at the accusers. He 
bends down and writes in the dirt. When the accusers melt away, Jesus (still kneeling on the ground) looks up at the 
woman to speak to her. She has probably never been treated with this level of respect in all her life. With this action, as 
much as anything else, Jesus restores dignity and honour to the woman. No longer looked down upon, she can begin a 
new life.  

Scriptural context – Jerusalem  
This gospel passage begins with Jesus going to the Mount of Olives. We know the Mount of Olives best from the passion 
narratives in the synoptic gospels. But today’s passage is not part of the last week of Jesus’ life. The three synoptic gos-

pels generally portray the ministry of Jesus as something of a journey towards 
Jerusalem and have him arriving just in time for the Passover and his arrest. 
However, the gospel of John places most of Jesus’ ministry in and around   
Jerusalem to better focus the tension between the teachings of Jesus and the 
Jewish hierarchy.  

Living the Gospel – Forgiven, not forgotten  
The words Jesus speaks to the accused woman could as easily be addressed 
to each of us. We all feel at times that we’ve done the wrong thing – some-
thing we don’t deserve to be forgiven for. However, Jesus says to us, I know 
you’ve done the 
wrong thing, and 
you are already for-
given, but you need 
to make a commit-
ment to change and 
not repeat the error. 
It is Jesus’ promise 
not to give up on us 
– not to forget about 
us – that we can 
draw strength from 
as we try to respond 
to his challenge to 
change.  
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5th Sunday Lent (Year C April 6) 
First Reading  Isaiah 43: 16-21 I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to             

my people. 
Thus says the Lord, who made a way through the sea, a path in the great waters; 
who put chariots and horse in the field and a powerful army, which lay there never to rise again, 
snuffed out, put out like a wick: 
No need to recall the past, no need to think about what was done before. 
See, I am doing a new deed, even now it comes to light; can you not see it? 
Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness, paths in the wilds. 
The wild beasts will honour me, jackals and ostriches, because I am putting water in the wilderness 
(rivers in the wild) to give my chosen people drink. 
The people I have formed for myself will sing my praises. 
 
Responsorial 125. R. v.3 The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
 

Second Reading Philippians 3: 8-14 Because of Christ, I look upon 
everything else as useless in order to gain him. 
I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme           
advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted 
the loss of everything, and I look on everything as so much rubbish if 
only I can have Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer 
trying for perfection by my own efforts, the perfection that comes from 
the Law, but I want only the perfection that comes through faith in 
Christ, and is from God and based on faith. All I want is to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by      
reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to 
take my place in the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become 
perfect yet: I have not yet won, but I am still running, trying to capture 
the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure you my 
brothers, I am far from thinking that I have already won. All I can say 
is that I forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I 
am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God calls us upwards to 
receive in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reading John 8: 1-11 Let the person without sin be the first 
to throw a stone. 
Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the 
Temple again; and as all the people came to him, he sat down and 
began to teach them. 

The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been 
caught committing adultery; and making her stand there in full view of 
everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master, this woman was caught in the 
very act of committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in the Law 
to condemn women like this to death by stoning. What have you to 
say?’ They asked him this as a test, looking for something to use 
against him. But Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground 
with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he looked up and 
said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to 
throw a stone at her.’ Then he bent down and wrote on the ground 
again. When they heard this they went away one by one, beginning 
with the eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the woman, who re-
mained standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she replied. ‘Neither 
do I condemn you,’ said Jesus ‘go away, and don’t sin any more.’ 

Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jeru-
salem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a 
division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, 
The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 

When the Lord delivered Zion 
from bondage,  
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, 
on our lips there were songs.  

The heathens themselves said: 
‘What marvels  
the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked 
for us! 
Indeed we were glad.  

Deliver us, O Lord, from our 
bondage  
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap.  

They go out, they go out, full 
of tears,  
carrying seed for the sowing: 
they come back, they come 
back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves.  

This Sunday's Readings 

“Every person ought to have the awareness that purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an economic – act.”  Pope Francis  

Ethical Easter Chocolate 
Before buying chocolate this Easter, it is worth considering which brands best reflect your values. 
The Chocolate Scorecard shows you which brands care about child slave labour and our environment.  
https://www.chocolatescorecard.com/scorecards/  
ACRATH also have great resources on ethical chocolate. https://acrath.org.au/take-action/chocolate/  

https://www.chocolatescorecard.com/scorecards/
https://www.chocolatescorecard.com/scorecards/
https://acrath.org.au/take-action/chocolate/
https://acrath.org.au/take-action/chocolate/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
6 Baptismal preparation session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays 
@ 9am mass; cuppa after 9am mass.  
7 Monday Adult Faith EB 7-9pm in the priory (final)  
8 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
9 Wednesday Way of the Cross after 8am mass 
12 / 13 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Passion Sunday; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms during Lent. 
15 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
16 Wednesday NO Way of the Cross 
17 Holy Thursday Washing of Feet 7pm Alpha 2025 starting 23rd April and  

running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's 
Alpha? You can email 
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com> , or    
register by accessing the QR code, or go to 
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) 

 
Office for Safeguarding Services encourages feedback 
from parish communities about key elements of the       
Archdiocesan approach to safeguarding. To gather this  
information, we have created three Safeguarding Surveys 
(child, youth, and adult) for distribution.  
 

Each of the surveys have 10 questions or less and should 
take no more than a couple of minutes to complete.  
 

The surveys can be accessed via the links below.   
Child Safeguarding Survey (5-12 yrs) 
Youth Safeguarding Survey (13-17yrs) 
Parish Safeguarding Survey (Adults) 
 

A poster with the QR codes can be seen on church 
doors + noticeboard.  

 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge asks that we take part in  the 
annual Mass Count through the four weekends of May 
2025. Folk will count our attendees at our weekend masses 

 

Holy Land Collection will be on Good Friday 18 April. 
As many of you are aware, for 800 years the Franciscan 
Friars have shared the difficult lives of Christians 
in the countries that make up the Franciscan Custody of the 
Holy Land: Israel and Palestine, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Rhodes and Cyprus. The people of these coun-
tries face their own difficulties, but particularly Christians 
due to their minority status. Among them, the friars have 
never ceased offering their pastoral care. Over the last five 
years the people of the Holy Land have had so much     
turmoil in their lives. Already theChristian church leaders 
are encouraging people to come back on pilgrimage.      
Pilgrims are vital because they generate income that allows 
the Friars and the local Church to fulfil their mission of     
caring for the Holy Places (which also gives work to the 
local people), as well as running parishes, schools and    
caring for orphans, and refugees. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Jim Beattie; Kim Lambert;             

K.A. Louis; Rosemary Crowley; Julius Chan;     
Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal; Aurea Lobo; 
Alfredo Hibalay Balaga; Margaret Carew; Fr Kim  
Bok-Chon (Johan) OSA. 
And these anniversaries: Allan Yared; Les + Ruby      
Richards; Caroline Bejasa; Hilda Fernando; Kristjan 
Terauds; Arturo Belciña; Shanthi; Paul Gannon; Secondo 
Berta; Lenore Girard; Patricia Vensvotter: Gerard O’Reilly; 
Luke O’Reilly. 
Please pray for these unwell: Susan King; Franco Canta; 
Marilyn Graham; Ian Gillespie; George Erbacher; Bien    
Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea; Germain Fernando; Rebecca      
Evans; Michael Barton; Ty De Paoli; Alex Hastings; Jocelyn 
Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Bring your own palms to Palm Sunday 
Vigil 6pm on 12th April 
7am on 13th April 
9am on 13th April 
Fr Saldie has a YouTube video on how to make a 
Palm Sunday cross –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q07I02Osk_M 

 

Worship team makes every Mass a sacred 
celebration. From choir to altar servers, 
PowerPoint operators to decorators – we all play a part. 
•Choir: Help fill the church with beautiful music. No need to 
be a professional, just a joyful heart! 
•Eucharistic Ministers: Share the Body & Blood of Christ 
with reverence and love. 
•Altar servers: Assist Father on the altar – young or not-so-
young, all are welcome! 
•Proclaimers: Be the voice that brings God’s Word to life. 
•PowerPoint Operators: Keep those hymns and prayers 
flowing smoothly. 
•Decorators: Help create a beautiful environment for wor-
ship. 
•Welcomers: welcomes you on the door with big smiles, 
ensuring everyone feels they belong. 
Interested? See us after Mass or  
email: worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com 

 

Federal Election 3rd May 2025—St James parish hall is a 
polling booth - St James School P&F will hold a fundraiser 
over the voting day—sausage sizzle and coffee van.  

 

Our Amici newsletter and prayer resource - copies at 
side entrance. This newsletter is produced by the Friends of 
St Augustine leadership group and you can get in contact 
with our Coorparoo group via Brent, Sylvia, Karleen. 

 

Date claimer—Internationally renowned USA liturgical 
composer, theologian and recording artist, Tony Alonso, is 
visiting Brisbane for events15 – 17 May 2025. These in-
clude a lecture and two liturgy + liturgical music workshop 
opportunities. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 30 March 2025 
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$785 $195 $262 $265 $1,752  $245 

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

$491.85 $165 $282 $265 $1,628.85  $425 

Worship 

mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
https://forms.office.com/r/dsej4mprEW
https://forms.office.com/r/RxYiFYXeZn
https://forms.office.com/r/8NWVC6FX87
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q07I02Osk_M
mailto:worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Worship
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Palm Sunday (Year C April 13) 
First Reading  Isaiah 50: 4-7 I did not cover my face against insult 

and I know I will not be ashamed. 
Second Reading Philippians 2: 6-11 He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him 
on high. 
Gospel Reading Luke 22: 14—23: 56 The passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to Luke, 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters April 5 / 6 Parish staff           April 12 / 13 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

Palm Sunday 
LENT 

April 13 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY 6PM  

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Carina Choir n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Helen D Barbara DeP Loleta S 

LECTORS ... Patricia McK YAM member 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Collette S 
Rosemary Y 
Priya H 

Jan L 
Trish R 
Don T 

Shadi A 
Christine U-M 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Lea/ Alejandra/ Leo/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Brendon / Trish / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward David + Darren Charlotte Melissa Bettina 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 2nd May at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: 2nd May 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 27th April at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 
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