
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
Because the focus of this week’s gospel passage is 
usually placed on poor old doubting Thomas, we 
sometimes overlook the way the passage begins. 
The disciples are huddled in a room, ‘for fear of the 
Jews’. Just a couple of weeks earlier they had been 
on top of the world. Jesus was enormously popular 
with the people, and the disciples, by association, 
were caught up in that affection. Their man, the one 
they had chosen to follow, was making waves and 
stirring the authorities – thumbing his nose at the 
rules. This, of course, made the disciples feel good 
to be around Jesus. However, in the space of just a 
few short days, their world had turned upside down. 
They’d gone from riding the crest of a wave to being 
utterly dumped! They were cowering in a closed up 
room, afraid for their lives in case those who handed 
Jesus over for death came for them as well. They’d 
already had an experience of the resurrected Jesus 
yet they were still hiding and afraid. Into this fear and 
uncertainty steps Jesus who says, ‘Peace be with 
you’. It is a reminder of Jesus calming the storm out 
on the lake – in the midst of turmoil and anxiety he 
brings peace and calm. 

Thomas has received a pretty bad rap for the last 
2000 years, forever labelled as ‘Doubting Thomas’ 
because he wasn’t prepared to take someone else’s 
word for the fact that Jesus had risen. However, de-
spite his demand for evidence, once Jesus is before 
him, he abandons all his thoughts about placing his 
fingers in the wounds and proclaims, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ This is an absolutely extraordinary state-
ment of faith. For the very first time, someone recog-
nises Jesus, not as Messiah, prophet or Lord, but as 
God.  

Historical Context – My Lord and my God 
This extraordinarily clear statement of belief about the divinity of Jesus appears nowhere else in any of the four gos-
pels. Why does the Gospel of John make this statement and not any of the other gospels? It must be remembered that 
the Gospel of John was the last of the four gospels to be written – at least 20 years after the Gospel of Mark and some 
60 to 70 years after the death of Jesus. The early Christians had been cast out of the Jewish tradition and were making 
sense of how their own beliefs could stand apart from Jewish tradition. With the break from Judaism, Christians felt 
able to express their developing belief that Jesus was God. 
 

Have you thought? Those who have not seen 
Jesus says to Thomas, ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
That’s us! Jesus’ words in the gospel are meant for people like us living today. We are not in the position of Thomas 
and the other disciples who were able to see the risen Lord face to face and so convince themselves of his rising. The 
gospel recognises that to believe in the resurrection without that physical, personal encounter with Jesus is to be cele-
brated even more. Happy are we – blessed are we – who have not seen and yet still believe! 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-
ture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults in 2026: 

Congratulations to Joshua and Paige.  



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

2nd Sunday Easter (Divine Mercy) (Year A 12th April) 
First Reading  Acts 2: 42-47 The faithful lived together and owned everything in com-

mon. 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and 
to the prayers. 
The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared out 
the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed. 
They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their food 
gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their commu-
nity those destined to be saved. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24. R. v.1 Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 

Second Reading 1 Peter 1: 3-9 He has given us a new birth as his children, by raising 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given 
us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a 
sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and nev-
er fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, 
God’s power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at 
the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short 
time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is re-
vealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like gold – only it is more precious 
than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will 
have praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still with-
out seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, 
because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, 
that is, the salvation of your souls. 
 
 

Gospel Reading John 20: 19-31 After eight days Jesus came in and stood among 
them. 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 

For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he an-
swered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put 
my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his 
side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house 
again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in 
and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thom-
as, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it 
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but 
they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life through his name. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Long-
man and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm 

This Sunday's Readings 

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
'His love has no end.'  

I was thrust, thrust down and falling  
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory 
in the tents of the just.  

The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad.  

 
Please return your envelopes. 

Thank you for your continued support 

through Project Compassion. Your     

generosity is helping to empower the 

world’s most vulnerable communities, 

enabling them to overcome challenges 

and lift themselves out of poverty.  

  
www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate  

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 2026 
10 Friday 9am Anointing mass  
11 / 12 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday  
Easter; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am);  Baptisms during 
Masses. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
17 Fr Anson away (till 25th May) 
18 / 19 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday East-
er; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Children’s Liturgy 3rd 
Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass; Baptisms. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
24 Friday evenings BED study group 
25 Saturday ANZAC DAY  
25 / 26 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday East-
er; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 
27 NO Sunday Kerala Community mass  

Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the       
Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins beginning in 
April: an evening session at St James Church, Coorparoo – 
from Friday 24 April. The course will run for 8 weeks with 
a week’s break in the middle. Through the fourteen  
narrative books of the Bible, this foundational study traces      
Salvation History from Adam and Eve to Christ and the 
Church. For more information or to register your interest, 
please contact Louise S at 0456 700 040. 

 

Anzac Day 25th April—8am + 6pm mass at St James. 

 

The Augustinian Magazine March 2026 (issue 73) is 
available at front and side entrances of the church. 
Fr Kevin Burman OSA graces the front cover of the maga-
zine—1956-2026 as he is celebrating 70years of priest-
hood. Please take a copy home and enjoy a good  
Augustinian Australasian read, including a message from 
our Vicar Provincial, Fr Brian Buckley OSA. 

 

At the side entrance, please find our latest copy of Amici 
and the Prayer Resource from Friends of St Augustine. 
Thank you and Peace, Mary McCormick (Co-Leader)  

 

In late April we will begin our  
donations request for ROMERO  
CENTRE which is a place of welcome 
and sanctuary under the care of    
Archdiocese of Brisbane        
Ministries. Romero Centre cares 
for people arriving in Australia 
seeking asylum, looking for 
safety and human rights - the 
Centre inspired by human rights campaigner, St Oscar 
Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador.  

 

All parishioners are welcome:  
Cuppa every first weekend after 9am mass—held by  
Community / Hospitality team. You’re invited to bring along 
a plate to share.  
Cuppa every third weekend after 9am mass—held by 
Young Adults group—you’re always invited to take part. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Noel Walls; Allan Chen; 

Geraldine Costa; Graham Filkins; Ernes-
to Balingasa Jr; Doug Smith; Fr John McCall osa; 
John Comiskey; Mimma Lo Giudice. 
And these anniversaries: Dolores Reyes;      
Kristjan Terauds; John Murphy; Lenore Girard; Arthur Egert; 
Arthuro Belcina; Noel Paterson; Marcus McIntyre. 
Please pray for these unwell: Joe McKee; John  Carnay; 
Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry;  Fr Barry Grayson; 
Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries;  Tony Ting;  
Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia  
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Josephine Panes; Mayden Velasquez; Fia McIvor-Connolly; 
Wenya Olivia Khoo; Wenqi Amelia Khoo. 

Prayers 

Thank you to all who came and helped out at our parish 
Easter brunch Sunday 5th April. What a wonderful    
Easter celebration with the leftovers gratefully accepted 
over the road by Coorparoo Community Care.   

 

From: Fr Francis Belcina 
<churchwelfare@outlook.com.au>  
is an example of EMAIL SCAM/S doing the rounds, 
claiming to be from parish priests asking for money or   
other help or asking for an email in return. Check the 
email address! Our Clergy would never seek to contact 
you in this way, or require of you that you provide them 
with cash or store cards to get them out of a bind. Please 
be vigilant. 
Fr Francis’s correct email address is on the back of our 
bulletin (with other correct email addresses). 

 

The purpose of menALIVE is to bring 
men together, to renew their faith in God, 
and to encourage them to become an 
active force within the Church.  
Half day event: Sunday 17th May from 
9am mass till 1pm. 
The menALIVE Men’s Weekend:  
13 + 14 June 2026 is an opportunity for 

men to explore what makes them feel fully alive. The expe-
rience of the weekend is powerful and dynamic and many 
men are inspired and encouraged with a new sense of pur-
pose and mission. The weekend is organised by men in 
your local community and conducted by an experienced 
team of menALIVE  
leaders. It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.  
For more information contact Darren or David 
adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 
Or phone the parish office 3397 1671. 

 

Fr Anson away 17th April till 25th May. 

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 5th April 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$774.95 $95.25 $210 $465 $1,545.20  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$627.50 $95 $210 $465 $1,397.50  

Social Justice  



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

3rd Sunday Easter  
(Year A 19th April) 

First Reading Acts 2: 14, 22-33 It was impossible for him to be held by the power of Hades. 
Second Reading 1 Peter 1: 17-21 The ransom that was paid to free you was the blood of the Lamb, 
Jesus Christ. 
Gospel Reading Luke 24: 13-35 They recognised him at the breaking of the bread. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters April 11 / 12 Brendon + Kevin             April 18 / 19 Karleen + Sandra                                                 

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

3rd Sunday 
Easter 

19 April 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Alohe Ambe n/a Canossa Choir 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R Barbara DeP Marina M 

LECTORS Frank F Clare B Ray M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron s 
Anne S 
Priya H 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Jaque S 
Mel N 
Maria N 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Trish / Brendon / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Ana Leo Kenisha 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 1st May at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 1st May. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 12th April at 4pm (not last Sunday March) 
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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