
Gospel Reflection 
Christianity is a faith of paradox: leadership through service; greatness through humility; and life through death. The 
greatest paradox of all is the paradox of the cross. The death of Jesus through the most humiliating form of capital pun-
ishment in history would appear to be exactly what the Jewish authorities hoped it would be: the end of the Jesus move-
ment. The ignoble death of a group’s leader through public execution is usually enough to bring about the end of any 
movement. However, Christians know that the death of Jesus is not the end of the story.  

Historical Context  – Crucifixion  
When the accused woman is brought before Jesus for judgment he neither 
looks at the woman nor at the accusers. He bends down and writes in the 
dirt. When the accusers melt away, Jesus (still kneeling on the ground) 
looks up at the woman to speak to her. She has probably never been 
treated with this level of respect in all her life. With this action, as much as 
anything else, Jesus restores dignity and honour to the woman. No longer 
looked down upon, she can begin a new life.  

Scriptural context – One with the lost 
This gospel passage begins with Jesus going to the Mount of Olives. We 
know the Mount of Olives best from the passion narratives in the synoptic 
gospels. But today’s passage is not part of the last week of Jesus’ life. The 
three synoptic gospels generally portray the ministry of Jesus as some-
thing of a journey towards Jerusalem and have him arriving just in time for 
the Passover and his arrest. However, the gospel of John places most of 
Jesus’ ministry in and around   Jerusalem to better focus the tension     
between the teachings of Jesus and the Jewish hierarchy.  

Gospel Focus – Changing expectations 
The early      
audience of the 
gospel          
accounts would 
have known 
exactly what 
was meant by crucifixion. It was an all too familiar reality for 
them as the Romans sought to suppress any suggestion of 
opposition to their rule. The early audience would have           
recognised that the account of Jesus’ death and burial was not 
in keeping with their knowledge of what normally happened. 
They would have known that something special was being 
conveyed through this story. They would have known that the 
story of his death was only a prelude to the real story of Jesus’ 
passion – his resurrection.  
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Palm Sunday (Year C April 13) 
First Reading  Isaiah 50: 4-7 I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not 

be ashamed. 
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 
 
Responsorial Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

 

Second Reading Philippians 2: 6-11 He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names 
so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 22: 14—23: 56 The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Jesus The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
N When the hour came Jesus took his place at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, 
J I have longed to eat this passover with you before I suffer; because, I tell you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in 
the kingdom of God.  
N Then, taking a cup, he gave thanks and said,  
J Take this and share it among you, because from now on, I tell you, I shall not drink wine until the kingdom of God comes.  
N Then he took some bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it and gave it to them, saying,  
J This is my body which will be given for you; do this as a memorial of me.  
N He did the same with the cup after supper, and said,  
J This cup is the new covenant in my blood which will be poured out for you.  
And yet, here with me on the table is the hand of the man who betrays me. The Son of Man does indeed go to his fate 
even as it has been decreed, but alas for that man by whom he is betrayed! 
N And they began to ask one another which of them it could be who was to do this thing.  
A dispute arose also between them about which should be reckoned the greatest, but he said to them, 
J Among pagans it is the kings who lord it over them, and those who have authority over them are given the title               
Benefactor. This must not happen with you. No; the greatest among you must behave as if he were the youngest, the 
leader as if he were the one who serves. For who is the greater: the one at table or the one who serves? 
The one at the table, surely? Yet here I am among you as one who serves!  
You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my trials; and now I confer a kingdom on you, just as 
my Father conferred one on me: you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on 
thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. Simon, Simon! Satan, you must know, has got his wish to sift 
you all like wheat; but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail, and once you have       
recovered, you in your turn must strengthen your brothers.                            Continue via this QR code 

All who see me deride me.  
They curl their lips, they toss 
their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let 
him save him; 
let him release him if this is 
his friend.’  

Many dogs have surrounded 
me,  
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and 
my feet. 
I can count every one of my 
bones.  

They divide my clothing 
among them.  
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me 
alone, 
my strength, make haste to 
help me!  

I will tell of your name to my brethren
 and praise you where they are as-
sembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him 
praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’  

This Sunday's Readings 

Plant swap will be available on first Sundays 

after the 9am mass. Please come along and 

chat to our friendly helpers who look after this 

Stall. (Social Justice + Hospitality) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
15 Tuesday Lenten Prayer Program after 8am mass 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
16 Wednesday NO Way of the Cross 
17 Holy Thursday 7pm Washing of Feet  
18 Good Friday 10am Way of the Cross; 3pm The Lord’s Passion 

(collection for Holy Land) 
19 / 20 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Easter Sunday; 
(Easter Saturday Vigil 7pm RCIA Baptism Confirmation +     
Eucharist; Easter Sunday 7am mass, 9am Baptism during 9am 
mass; Children’s Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa 
after 9am mass. 
21 Easter Monday 8am mass (public holiday—office closed) 

Alpha 2025 starting 23rd April and  
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's 
Alpha? You can email 
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com> , or    
register by accessing the QR code, or go to 
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) 

 
Holy Land Collection will be on Good Friday 18 April. 
As many of you are aware, for 800 years the Franciscan 
Friars have shared the difficult lives of Christians 
in the countries that make up the Franciscan Custody of the 
Holy Land: Israel and Palestine, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Rhodes and Cyprus. The people of these coun-
tries face their own difficulties, but particularly Christians 
due to their minority status. Among them, the friars have 
never ceased offering their pastoral care. Over the last five 
years the people of the Holy Land have had so much     
turmoil in their lives. Already the Christian church leaders 
are encouraging people to come back on pilgrimage.      
Pilgrims are vital because they generate income that allows 
the Friars and the local Church to fulfil their mission of     
caring for the Holy Places (which also gives work to the 
local people), as well as running parishes, schools and    
caring for orphans, and refugees. 
the homeless, and more. 
Please bring cash. There will be ENVELOPES on pews. 

 

New roster for weekend masses ministry will be available 
shortly, Thank you for your help at our 3 weekend masses. 

 

Candle Vigil and Prayers - Domestic and Family Vio-
lence Awareness Month—invitation to Our Lady of Grac-
es Church Carina on Friday 2 May, 6pm-7pm, with soup 
and bread to follow.  Their Parish Social Justice Group 
marks the month of May as Domestic and Family Violence 
Awareness Month. We stand in solidarity with those who 
suffer in silence, have been killed by a current or former 
intimate partner, the families left behind, those traumatised 
by family violence, have escaped violence. 

 

World Mission supports  
May Rosary Prayers. More info 
shortly. Join them online to honour 
Mother Mary. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Jim McGoldrick; Jim Beattie;  

Kim Lambert; K.A. Louis; Rosemary Crowley;  
Julius Chan; Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal; 
Aurea Lobo; Alfredo Hibalay Balaga;  
Margaret Carew; Fr Kim Bok-Chon (Johan) OSA. 
And these anniversaries: Sandhya Weerasinghe; Allan 
Yared; Les + Ruby Richards; Caroline Bejasa; Hilda  
Fernando; Kristjan Terauds; Arturo Belciña; Shanthi. 
Please pray for these unwell: Tom Mitchell; Susan King; 
Franco Canta; Marilyn Graham; Ian Gillespie; George  
Erbacher; Bien Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea; Germain  
Fernando; Rebecca Evans; Michael Barton; Ty De Paoli; 
Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge asks that we take part in  the 
annual Mass Count through the four weekends of May 
2025. Folk will count our attendees at our weekend masses 

 

Federal Election 3rd May 2025—St James parish hall is a 
polling booth - St James School P&F will hold a fundraiser 
over the voting day—sausage sizzle and coffee van.  
Election statement released by the 
Bishops Commission for Life, Family. 
We have an obligation to form our con-
sciences through reason, Sacred Scrip-
ture, and Church teachings so that, in the 
words of St Paul, we ‘put on the mind of 
Christ’. To read more about Catholic Social 
Teaching, scan the QR code or visit this 
link bit.ly/ElectionStatement2025 

March for Life on Saturday 26th April, meeting at     
Speakers corner outside Parliament House. Bring your    

family, friends, and church group. Let’s show our leaders 
and our nation that Australia stands for life.  

 

Date claimer—Internationally renowned USA liturgical 
composer, theologian and recording artist, Tony Alonso, is 
visiting Brisbane for events15 – 17 May 2025. These in-
clude a lecture and two liturgy + liturgical music workshop 
opportunities. 

 

Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for those with little 
opportunity… Join Palms online for 
a special session showcasing how 
skill-exchange makes a lasting im-
pact in communities, from those 
who’ve done it before. Explore our 
unique opportunities and match your 
life experience to the experience of a 
lifetime! 
Venue:  Online- Scan the QR or register at  
palms.org.au/events   
Date:   Thursday 22 May 2025 Time:    
6 pm – 7 pm 02 9560 5333 
palms@palms.org.au 

Planned Giving for the Week of 6 April 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$642.75 $195 $275 $420 $1,532.75  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$609.10 $175 $265 $420 $1,469.10  

mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
bit.ly/ElectionStatement2025
palms.org.au/events
mailto:palms@palms.org.au?subject=Volunteer


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
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Parish of St James Primary School 

EASTER Sunday (Year C April 20) 
First Reading  Acts 10: 34, 37-43 We have eaten and drunk with 

him after his resurrection from the dead. 
Second Reading Colossians 3: 1-4 Look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is. 
Gospel Reading Luke 24: 1-12 Why look among the dead for someone who is alive? 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters April 12 / 13 Romy + Christy          April 19 / 20 Parish staff            

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

Easter 
Sunday 
April 20 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
7PM  

EASTER 
SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Libby C + parish choir Chris + Sylvia YAM 

COMMENTATOR TBC Clare B Ray M 

LECTORS TBC Barbara DeP Melissa P 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

TBC Heather L 
Romy U 
Christy U 

Priya 
Denis 
... 

ALTAR SERVER/S TBC Drew Doreen + Chelsey 

POWERPOINT TBC Brendon  Karla 

WELCOMERS TBC Geroge DeP + Trish Darren, John 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 2nd May at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: 2nd May 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 27th April at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20priest%20enquiry
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au?subject=principal%20enquiry
http://www.stjames.qld.edu.au/
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20parishioner
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mailto:Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Pastoral%20Council%20St%20James%20Parish
mailto:Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Hospitality%20and%20Community%20Life
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