ST JAMES PARISH
EASTER COORPAROO

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT
@@N@AW WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
m @ 2@25 AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Gospel Reflection

\ On this, the most important celebration in the Christian calendar, it is a
‘ shame that the reading chosen for the Lectionary is something of a let
down. Certainly, within the gospel reading we have the discovery of the
\ / e cpty tomb by Mary of Magdala; the disbelieving disciples running to find
@ e things exactly as Mary had described; and the dawning realisation of
what Jesus had meant when he so frequently spoke about rising from the
\\ dead. However, if the editors of the Lectionary had chosen to also include
the next nine verses of the gospel we would have also heard the
magnificent encounter between Mary and the risen Lord, confirming that
it was a woman, Mary Magdala, who was the first witness to Christ’s
resurrection. As it is, we never hear this account as part of the cycle of
Sunday readings.

[Historical Context = Mary Magdalene

Mary Magdalene, or Mary of Magda-
la, plays an important role in the
gospel accounts of the resurrection.
She was obviously a significant fol-
lower of Jesus, being named as a witness to the crucifixion, discovering the empty
tomb and the first to encounter the risen Christ. One would think that she would hold
a prestigious place in the Church, but for many years she was confused with another
character identified in the gospels and was portrayed as a prostitute and sinner. Mary
is named in each of the four gospels and not once is it indicated that she was a
sinner or prostitute. She has been a victim of mistaken identity for 2000 years.

Gospel [Focus = The disciple Jesus loved

n this week’s gospel we see reference to a disciple as ‘the one Jesus loved'. It is
generally agreed that this disciple is John. There is some suggestion that the disciple,
John, is in fact the John ascribed as the author of this gospel. If this is so, to describe
himself as the disciple Jesus loved is merely a means of avoiding using a personal
pronoun — | or me. Just as Jesus described himself as ‘the Son of God’ or ‘the Son of
Man’ rather than say ‘I, John uses the same convention to avoid naming himself. It is
not to suggest that Jesus didn’t love his other disciples.

Direrent View — An emyjpty tomb?

There are some writers who have questioned the historical accuracy of the empty
tomb account of the resurrection. Some theologians and biblical scholars (e.g.
members of the ‘Jesus Seminar’) argue that historically, it is far more likely that the
victim of Roman crucifixion would be left to rot on the cross or buried in a shallow
criminal’s grave — not laid to rest in an expensive private tomb. However, they do not
argue against resurrection. They maintain that Jesus’ body was not ‘resuscitated’ or
‘reanimated’. What happened to his corpse, they argue, is irrelevant to Christ’s
resurrection.

© Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experi-
ence of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences,
and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.
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“Were not our hearts burning within us?”

Sheepish Question:

So what really IS my greatest hope?

This Sunday's Readings

EASTER Sunday

(Year C April 20)
First Reading Acts 10: 34, 37-43
We have eaten and drunk with
him after his resurrection from the
dead.
Second Reading Colossians 3:
1-4 Look for the things that are in
heaven, where Christ is.
Gospel Reading Luke 24: 1-12
Why look among the dead for
someone who is alive?
Use the QR code to follow
this Sunday’s readings.
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First Holy Communion 2025
Sacramental Program -
Parent information session
on Monday 28t April,
6pm in our Church.

Children have already had their
Confirmation. Please visit our
website or contact our parish office
for details.

R ALSTRALLA COMPASSION
THANK YOU!

Cantas Australia would like to express our
heartfelt thanks for your incredible support of
Project Compassion this Lent.

If you still have your Project Compassion box or
donation envelope at home, please retum them
next week at Mass.

Your generosity is helping to empower the
world's most vulnerable communities, enabling
them to overcome challenges and lift
themselves out of poverty.

Together, we are creating a better tomormow,
helping vulnerable communities build stronger
futures for themselves and empowering them to
break free from the cycle of poverty. Thank you
for standing with usl

CARITAS AUSTRALIA

PROJECT
COMPASSION

It's not too late to donate.

You can support Project Compassion 2025
through the donation boxes, envelopes or by
scanning the QR code above.

Or online at. caritas.org.au/project-compassion

Or by calling: 1800 024 413

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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Please pray for recently deceased:
Jim McGoldrick; Jim Beattie;

Kim Lambert; K.A. Louis; Rosemary Crowley; A
Julius Chan; Marie Linnane; Janette Joven Abinal;

Aurea Lobo; Alfredo Hibalay Balaga. S
And these anniversaries: Maximai Aquilizan;

Carmel Sheehan; Noela McCormick; Sandhya
Weerasinghe; Allan Yared; Les + Ruby Richards; Caroline
Bejasa; Hilda Fernando.

Please pray for these unwell: Caraline Wilson; Tom
Mitchell;, Susan King; Franco Canta; Marilyn Graham; lan
Gillespie; George Erbacher; Bien Lorenzo; Jenny Hapea;
Germain Fernando; Rebecca Evans; Michael Barton;

Ty De Paoli; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.

Please pray for these Baptismal children:

Sunny; David; Xavier.

Anzac Day 25th April—9am mass at St James Church.

R Do
Alpha 2025 starts 23rd April and Try Alpha 9
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be @
limited. Who will you invite to this year's
Alpha? You can email E @
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com>, or +
register by accessing the QR code, or go to
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) E _ J
RO
New roster for weekend masses ministry has been
emailed and copies are available in the Sacristy room be-
side the main altar. Add your dates to your personal diary.

R Oo
Sacramental program for children who have had their
Confirmation... First Holy Communion program will begin
shortly. Take note of this date: Monday 28th April at 6pm
for Parent information session, held in our church.

R Oe

catholic World Mission supports
mission May Rosary Prayers. More info
R o Give l: shortly. Join them online to honour
each out- (give ife.  \pother Mary. Monday to Friday via

Teams. 1st May—31st May—
10am—11am. Meeting Link https://tinyurl.com/cmrosary

RIOe

In late April we will begin our donations request for Rosies.
(Fr Joshua Nash OMI) suggests Instant Coffee;

Sugar; Cups of Instant Noodles; Cuppa Soups; Biscuits;
Muesli Bars; Cordial; tea, Milo, UHT milk, cordial, long life
Juice, fruit bars, chocolate, muffins, fruits, nuts, chips,
protein bars; hygiene products.

R

APRIL 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR)
21 Easter Monday 8am mass (public holiday—office closed)
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

21 Monday to early May Fr F and Fr ] in Korea (40yrs Aug)
23 ALPHA begins in the hall (6.45pm)

25 Friday ANZAC DAY 9am mass at St James

26 | 27 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2" Sunday Easter;
Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.

27 Sunday Kerala Community mass 4pm

28 Monday First Holy Communion Sacramental Program
Information Session— 6pm Church (or hall)

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

30 ALPHA continues in the hall (6.45pm)

Fr Francis and Fr John away in Korea 22 April till early May.

R Oe

Archbishop Mark Coleridge asks that we take part in the
annual Mass Count inthe four weekends of May 2025.

RIOe

Federal Election 3rd May 2025—St James parish hall is a
polling booth - St James School P&F will hold a fundraiser
over the voting day—sausage sizzle and
coffee van.
Election statement released by the
Bishops Commission for Life, Family.
We have an obligation to form our con-
sciences through reason, Sacred Scrip-
ture, and Church teachings so that, in the
words of St Paul, we ‘put on the mind of
Christ’. To read more about Catholic Social Teaching, scan
the QR code or visit this link bit.ly/ElectionStatement2025
March for Life on Saturday 26th April, meeting at
Speakers corner outside Parliament House. Bring your
family, friends, and church group. Let’s show our leaders
and our nation that Australia stands for life.

R Do

Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for those with little
opportunity... Join Palms online for a special session

showcasing how skill-exchange makes a lasting
2,
=]

impact in communities, from those who’ve done it
S
10

before. Explore our unique opportunities and
match your life experience to the experience of a
lifetime!

Venue: Online- Scan the QR or register at
palms.org.au/events

Date: Thursday 22 May 2025 Time:

6 pm — 7 pm 02 9560 5333
palms@palms.org.au

RIOe

Date claimer—Internationally renowned USA liturgical
composer, theologian and recording artist, Tony Alonso, is
visiting Brisbane for events15 — 17 May 2025. These in-
clude a lecture and two liturgy + liturgical music workshop
opportunities. To purchase tickets

email liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au

Planned Giving for the Week of 13 April 2025

L E | Direct D ti

Collection Account numbers [n°o°f§er332§]y [p?ggg%%e]s Dggﬁ ng aen Total
1°! Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB: 064 786 $556.95 $155 $447 $315 $1,473.95
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $890.35 $195 $262 $315 $1,662.35
Account #: 100018086
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal
Liz Pashen —APRE

Phone: (07) 3457 1100
Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration Ministry Teams—get involved...

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...
Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA Children & Families (Brent) Families.stiames@gmail.com
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au
Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary Trish Rashad ) Youth & Young Adults (Thesi) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Business Manager Helen Cole Adult Faith Formation Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au (David, Andreina, Darren)
Parish Council Lauchlan Moore Hospitality & Community Life Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com
Chairperson ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com (Jaquie, Melissa)
Safeguarding Officer Isr.stjiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com
April 19 / 20 Parish staff April 26 / 27 Karleen + Sandra
2nd Sgnday | VIO SUNDAY SUNDAY
Easter | SATURDAY 7AM
April 27 | 6PM 9AM
CHOIR Libby C + parish choir | Chris + Sylvia YAM
COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Trish R Pat M
LECTORS Karleen O'R David B June S
EXTRAORDINARY Ron S Jan L John W
MINISTERS OF Anne S Barbara DeP Karla V
COMMUNION Collette S Romy U Jaque S
ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Drew Doreen / Lea / Alejandra
POWERPOINT Lachlan Brendon / Trish Adriana M
WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Leslie, Jaque, Ana, Arlene

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. .
Sunday 7am, gan?_ P ; Please register to
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am. [l ,  FLOCKNOTE
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. ' using this QR code

All Parishioners

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.

PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)

Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com

HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 2nd May at 9am

FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: 2nd May

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 27th April at 4pm

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise
& Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| 2nd Sunday Easter (Divine Mercy) (Year C April 27)

First Reading Acts 5: 12-16 The numbers of men and women who
came to believe in the Lord increased steadily.
Second Reading Revelation 1: 9-13, 17-19 | was dead ad now | am to live for ever and ever.

Gospel Reading John 20: 19-31 After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them.
www.stjiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings | Scan to view readings | E
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