
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is sometimes known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In the three different cycles of the        
liturgical year, the gospel on this Sunday comes from John, chapter 10 – an extended discourse by Jesus on the     
image of himself as the good shepherd. This year the reading is the beginning of the chapter and stops just               
immediately before the words, ‘I am the good shepherd’. 

Our understanding of this whole image and the scene that is set in today’s passage is very dependent upon a contex-
tual understanding of the times. Whilst shepherds were generally regarded as being little better than criminals, they 
often put their lives in danger to tend to their flocks. Of a night time, several flocks of sheep would be penned in a    
communal sheepfold, usually made of stone walls. There was only one entrance to the sheepfold and one of the     
shepherds would effectively become the gate by sleeping across the entranceway. This was to keep the sheep in but 
also to guard against thieves. Thieves might climb over the wall into the sheepfold but the sheep were trained to        
respond to their shepherd’s voice alone so thieves could only steal what sheep they could carry off or those that were 
not sufficiently trained to their shepherd’s commands.  

When Jesus described himself as the gate of the sheepfold, his audience would have immediately understood the 
analogy. For a shepherd to become the gate to the sheepfold of a night was to risk his life for not only his own sheep 
but all the sheep in the fold overnight. It took courage and demonstrated utter commitment.  

Historical Context – A line of shepherds 
When Jesus used the image of himself as a shepherd, he named himself as belonging to a Jewish ancestry that       
associated itself with shepherds. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses were all shepherds. David, the second King of 
Israel, was regarded as the greatest king in Jewish history. His humble beginning, captured magnificently in the     
sculpture by Michelangelo, was as a shepherd boy guarding his flock with a slingshot. The kings of Israel were 
charged to ‘shepherd’ their people rather than to lord it over them as the pagan kings did.  

Scriptural context – Psalm 22 
Today’s responsorial psalm uses Psalm 22 (sometimes referenced as Psalm 23), ‘the Lord is my shepherd’. It is a very 
popular psalm and is often reproduced on Christian posters and other artworks. It was also a popular psalm and image 

at the time of Jesus. For Jesus to describe himself as the 
good shepherd caused great distress among the Jewish 
officials. They saw Jesus as being blasphemous for the 
psalm makes clear that the Lord is the shepherd. Jesus 
quite deliberately makes clear that he and the Father are 
one: the Lord is the shepherd and Jesus is the good 
shep-
herd. 
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

4th Sunday Easter (Year A 26th April) 
First Reading Acts 2: 14, 36-41 God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole House of 
Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You must re-
pent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your children, and for all 
those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ He spoke to them for a long time using 
many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’ They were convinced by his argu-
ments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That very day about three thousand were added to their num-
ber. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1 The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 
Second Reading 1 Peter 2: 20-25 You had gone astray but now you have come back to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished 
after doing your duty. 
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an ex-
ample for you to follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had 
been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when he was 
tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our 
faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and live for holiness; 
through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you 
have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
Gospel Reading John 10: 1-10 I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the 
gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one 
by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out his flock, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They never follow a 
stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’ 
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to 
them. 
So Jesus spoke to them again: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pas-
tures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit.  

He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of 
darkness no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and 
your staff; 
with these you give me comfort.  

You have prepared a 
banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have 
anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing.  

Surely goodness and 
kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house 
shall I dwell 
for ever and ever.  

Two IMPACTFUL Sessions! Develop sustained self-reliant futures in 
overseas communities! 
Join Palms International Volunteering for two special sessions where you’ll learn about our diverse 
assignments suited to your qualifications. In April meet past Palms volunteers and discover how skill-
exchange makes a lasting impact in communities, or join our May session for a live crossing to Timor 
Leste and see how lives are changing today. Scan or see palms.org.au/events 
April Session: Discover Palms Online! Scan QR code 
Date:   Thursday 30 April 2026 
Time:   7 pm – 8:30 pm AEST  
May Session: Live from Timor Leste!  Scan QR code  
Date:   Thursday 21 May 2026 
Time:   4 pm – 5:30 pm AEST  
02 9560 5333 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 2026 
27 NO Sunday Kerala Community mass  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
MAY 2026  
Fr Anson away (till 25th May) 
Helen away (till 13th May) 
Fr Francis away (6th - 27th May) 
1 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
1 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
2 / 3 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 5th Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal preparation 
session; YAM? cuppa after 9am mass; Social Justice meeting.  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
8 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
9 / 10 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 6th Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms within Masses; 
Mothers Day. 
Tuesday Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
15 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
16-24 May Laudato Si’ Week 
16 / 17 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Ascension of the 

Archbishop Shane Mackinlay asks that we take part in the 
annual Mass Count in the four weekends of May 2026.  

 
ROMERO CENTRE  is a place of welcome and sanctuary 
under the care of Archdiocese of Brisbane Ministries. 
Romero Centre cares for people arriving in Australia seek-
ing asylum, looking for safety and human rights - the Cen-
tre inspired by human rights campaigner, St Oscar Romero, 
Archbishop of San Salvador. Parishioners are kindly asked 
to help by donating any of the following items:   
(white baskets at entrances)  
• cooking oil  
• basmati / jasmine rice  
• white sugar and plain flour 
• UHT milk and coffee 
• instant noodles 
• tinned tuna  
• coconut milk/cream 
• shower gel 
• tooth brushes (adult) 
• tooth paste 
• laundry powder /liquid 
• Dish washing liquid  

 

Confirmation Sacrament for Children 2026 (your child is 
8yrs of age or older and has already been baptised Catho-
lic). Please send a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate 
to the parish office. Monday 25th May 6pm in our church. 
Parent-Info Session (attendance of guardian or parent 
is required; children are not required to attend this  
session) (parent formation on the Eucharist) 
Please note:  Wednesday 24th June 6pm  
Children Celebration of Confirmation @ 6 pm Church 

 
Join Catholic Mission online to honour Mother Mary during the 
month of May through praying the World Mission rosary. 
This beautiful tradition—created in 1951 by the Venerable Arch-
bishop Fulton Sheen in the United States—was born from his de-
sire to pray for the whole world, especially for those living in pov-
erty. Today, it continues the mission and spirit of our foundress, 
Blessed Pauline Jaricot. 
We are thrilled to invite you to our special Rosary prayer sessions 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Event Details 
  Dates: Monday to Friday, 1 May – 31 May 
  Time: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
  Location: Online via Teams  
RSVP via Brisbane.admin@catholicmission.org.au 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Maria Villoso; Margaret 

Bub; Gregory Mitchell; Ellen Bright; Demetria 
Tan; Di Lowe; Noel Walls; Allan Chen; Geraldine 
Costa; Graham Filkins; Ernesto Balingasa Jr; 
Doug Smith; Fr John McCall osa. 
And these anniversaries: Pope Francis; Luciano Elicano;  
Carmel Sheehan; Dolores Reyes; Kristjan Terauds; John 
Murphy; Lenore Girard; Arthur Egert. 
Please pray for these unwell: Joe McKee; John  Carnay; 
Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry;  Fr Barry Grayson; 
Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries;  Tony Ting;  
Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia  
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Emma Kean; Thomas Mosley. 

Prayers 

SAFEGUARDING - the Office for Safeguarding Services 
has adopted a self-assessment approach to Safeguarding 
Audits for 2026, which needs to be completed by 31 May 
2026.  If you have outstanding items to action - such as 
renewal of Police Check, Blue Cards and training (WHS, 
Safeguarding, Sexual Harassment, Emergency Manage-
ment) and have received emails from the engaged thirty 
party (Tribal Habits), please attend to this urgently so that 
the parish remains compliant. Your assistance to finalise 
and update by mid-May would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Brisbane East Deanery has begun Unlocking the Mystery 
of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins: evening session at St 
James Church, Coorparoo on Fridays concluding 17th 
June. A foundational study traces Salvation History from 
Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. For more infor-
mation please contact Louise S at 0456 700 040. 

 

The purpose of menALIVE is to bring men together, to 
renew their faith in God, and to encourage them to become 
an active force within the Church.  
Half day event: Sunday 17th May 9am mass till 1pm. 
The menALIVE Men’s Weekend:  
13 + 14 June 2026 is an opportunity for men to explore 
what makes them feel fully alive. The experience of the 
weekend is powerful and dynamic and many men are in-
spired and encouraged with a new sense of purpose and 
mission. The weekend is organised by 
men in your local community and con-
ducted by an experienced team of 
menALIVE leaders. It is suitable for all 
men from 18 years of age.  
For more information contact Darren or 
David 
adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Planned Giving for the Week of 19th April 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$883.75 $115 $280 $460 $1,735.75  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$619.25 $105 $345 $460 $1,529.25  

Social Justice  
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Parish of St James Primary School 

5th Sunday Easter  
(Year A 3rd May) 

First Reading Acts 6: 1-7 They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom. 
Second Reading 1 Peter 2: 4-9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 
Gospel Reading John 14: 1-12 I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  April 25 / 26 Sylvia + ...                                May 2 / 3 Lorie + Lea                      

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

5th Sunday 
Easter 
3 May 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris  Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Pat W Trish R Mirielle M 

LECTORS Helen D Clare B? Darren Mc C 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H (away) 
Collette S 
Paul D 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Jaque S 
John W (away) 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Trish / Brendon / Drew Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Karla Arnold Adriana 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 1st May at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 1st May. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 31 May at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

