
Gospel Reflection 
This passage can be seen as the gospel writer’s version of the 
Pentecost that was previously recorded by the writer of Luke-
Acts. As the account of Pentecost in the book of Acts was      
already in existence, the gospel writer felt no concern about    
alluding to it in his version of the gospel story. The inclusion of 
this event in the gospel of John adds a ‘completeness’ to the 
gospel text – from the Word with God in chapter 1 through the 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus to this moment of 
charging his disciples with the task of carrying on his work and       
breathing on them the Holy Spirit. It seems that the gospel writer 
wanted to bring the story to its conclusion. The idea of Jesus 
‘breathing’ the Holy Spirit onto the disciples is an interesting 
one. The Greek word pneuma carried two meanings: breath and 
spirit. So to deliberately breathe on someone was to share one’s 
spirit with them. Jesus gives this act a greater meaning by      
declaring the spirit to be the Holy Spirit that will empower the 
disciples for the mission he is entrusting to them. 

Historical Context – My Lord and my God  
By the time the Gospel of John was written – in the last decade 
of the 1st Century – there were already diverse beliefs about 
Jesus. As is recorded in the gospels, there were those who     
regarded Jesus as one of the prophets of Israel; others recog-
nised him as the promised Messiah; others still had come to 
believe in Jesus the Christ as the incarnation of God. That is 
certainly the theology expressed in the Gospel of John. Perhaps 
as a means to further his community’s theology and correct    
other ideas, the gospel writer has Thomas declare, ‘My Lord and 
my God!  

Scriptural context – Holy Spirit  
In the Gospel of John, during the Last Supper discourse, Jesus      
repeatedly assures his disciples that the Father will provide them 
with another Advocate to guide them. This advocate (or paraclete) is 
to be the Holy Spirit. Although ‘advocate’ carries a certain legal 
meaning, the gospel writer uses it to mean one who represents the 
continued presence of Jesus, just as Jesus was the advocate or    
paraclete of God. In the Holy Spirit that Jesus breathes on the       
disciples we see the final element of the Trinitarian experience of 
God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
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We gather in deep gratitude. Pope Francis, the 266th pope 
of the Catholic Church, has returned to God. He wasn’t just 
a Church leader – he was a voice for justice, a friend to the 
forgotten, and a champion of young people. His heart beat 
with love for all creation. He reminded us that faith isn’t 
about power – it’s about service, simplicity, and love. We 
remember him – not like a distant figure in Rome, but as 
someone who truly walked the talk. He told us, “Go make a 
mess.” Not a reckless mess – but the kind that comes when 
you stir things up for justice. When you speak out for those 
no one listens to. When you live with purpose, not just for 
yourself, but for something greater.  Pope Francis didn’t 
just talk about love – he lived it. Love for creation. Love for 
the forgotten. Love for the whole human family.         
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

2nd Sunday Easter (Divine Mercy) (Year C April 27) 
First Reading  Acts 5: 12-16 The numbers of men and women who came to believe in 

the Lord increased steadily. 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, but the 
people were loud in their praise and the numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily. 
So many signs and wonders were worked among the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick were even taken 
out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across 
some of them as he went past. People even came crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with them 
their sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were cured. 
 
Responsorial Ps 117:2-4. 22-27. R. v.1 Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Reading Revelation 1: 9-13, 17-19 I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever. 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, and all you 
endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day and 
the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a book.’ I 
turned round to see who had spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, 
a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle. 
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, 
the First and the Last; I am the Living One. I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the keys of death 
and of the underworld. Now write down all that you see of present happenings and things that are still to come.’ 
 

Gospel Reading John 20: 19-31 After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his hands 
and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, 
so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We 
have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the 
holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be 
with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into 
my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are 
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life 
through his name. 
 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & 
Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. 
All rights reserved. 

Let the sons of Israel say:  
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’  

The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad.  

O Lord, grant us salvation;  
O Lord grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord 
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
the true God is our light.  

This Sunday's Readings 

In late April 
we will 
begin our 
donations 
request for 
Rosies.   
(Fr Joshua 
Nash OMI) 
suggests 
Instant Coffee; 
Sugar; Cups of Instant Noodles; Cuppa Soups; Biscuits; 
Muesli Bars; Cordial; tea, Milo, UHT milk, cordial,  long 
life juice, fruit bars, chocolate, muffins, fruits, nuts, chips,  
protein bars; hygiene products. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
27 Sunday Kerala Community mass 4pm  
28 Monday First Holy Communion Sacramental Program  
Information Session– 6pm Church 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
30 ALPHA continues in the hall (6.45pm) 
MAY 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
2 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
3 / 4 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal preparation 
session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays @ 9am mass; Hospitality 
cuppa after 9am mass; Rite of Enrolment for FHC children.  

Fr Francis and Fr John away in Korea 22 April—early May. 

 

Alpha 2025 has begun and is 
running for 10 weeks. Numbers will be  
limited. Who will you invite to this year's  
Alpha? You can email 
<alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com> , or    
register by accessing the QR code, or go to 
alpha.org.au/try (look for St James Coorparoo) 

 
World Mission supports May Rosary Prayers. More info 
shortly. Join them online to honour Mother Mary. Monday to 
Friday via Teams. 1st May—31st May—10am—11am. 
Meeting Link https://tinyurl.com/cmrosary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Pope Francis; Rodnie Bañez; Nidia 

Ferrer; Joan Anderson; Bienvenido Lorenzo; Jim 
McGoldrick; Jim Beattie; Kim Lambert; K.A. Louis; 
Julius Chan. 
And these anniversaries: Luciano Elizano;  
Maximai Aquilizan; Carmel Sheehan; Noela McCormick; 
Sandhya Weerasinghe; Allan Yared; Les + Ruby Richards; 
Caroline Bejasa; Hilda Fernando. 
Please pray for these unwell: Caraline Wilson; Tom 
Mitchell; Susan King; Franco Canta; Marilyn Graham; Ian 
Gillespie; George Erbacher; Germain Fernando; Rebecca 
Evans; Michael Barton; Ty De Paoli; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge asks that we take part in  the 
annual Mass Count in the four weekends of May 2025.  

 

New roster for weekend masses ministry has been emailed 
and copies are available in the Sacristy room beside the 
main altar. Add your dates to your personal diary. 

 

Sacramental program for children who have had their 
Confirmation... First Holy Communion program will begin 
next week. Monday 28th April at 6pm for Parent  
information session, held in our church.  

 

Federal Election 3rd May 2025—St James parish hall is a 
polling booth - St James School P&F will hold a fundraiser 
over the voting day—sausage sizzle and coffee van.  

Election statement released by the Bishops  
Commission for Life, Family. 

We have an obligation to form our consciences through  
reason, Sacred Scripture, and Church teachings so that, in 
the words of St Paul, we ‘put on the mind of Christ’. To read 
more about Catholic Social Teaching, scan the QR code or 
visit this link bit.ly/ElectionStatement2025 

 

Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for those with little 
opportunity… Join Palms online for a special session 
showcasing how skill-exchange makes a lasting impact in 
communities, from those who’ve done it before. 
Explore our unique opportunities and match your 
life experience to the experience of a lifetime! 
Venue:  Online- Scan the QR or register at  
palms.org.au/events   
Date:   Thursday 22 May 2025 Time:   6 pm – 7 pm  
palms@palms.org.au 

 

Date claimer—Internationally renowned USA liturgical 
composer, theologian and recording artist, Tony Alonso, is 
visiting Brisbane for events15 – 17 May 2025. These in-
clude a lecture and two liturgy + liturgical music workshop 
opportunities. To purchase tickets  
email liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au 

Planned Giving for the Week of 20 April 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,266.15 $395 $335 $480 $2,476.15  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$2,112.65 $200 $360 $480 $3,152.65  

mailto:alpha.stjamesparish@gmail.com
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
https://tinyurl.com/cmrosary
bit.ly/ElectionStatement2025
palms.org.au/events
mailto:palms@palms.org.au?subject=Volunteer
mailto:liturgy@liturgybrisbane.net.au?subject=Tony%20Alonso
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Parish of St James Primary School 

3rd Sunday Easter (Year C May 4) 
First Reading  Acts 5: 27-32 We are wit-

nesses of these words, and so is the Holy Spirit. 
Second Reading Revelation 5: 11-14 The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given power, 
wealth, glory and blessing. 
Gospel Reading John 21: 1-19 Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gavi it to them an did 
the same with the fish. 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters April 26 / 27 Karleen + Sandra           May 3 / 4 Brendon + Kevin  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + Clare) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

3rd Sunday 
Easter 
May 4 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris Chris + Sylvia Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R  Trish R Pat M 

LECTORS Ron S Patricia McK June S 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Anne S 
Lorie R (away) 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Karla V 
Denis McI 
Shadi A 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C (away) Brendon Doreen / Lea / Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Barbara Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Ana, Leo, Kenisha 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 2nd May at 9am 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: 2nd May 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 27th April at 4pm  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20priest%20enquiry
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au?subject=principal%20enquiry
http://www.stjames.qld.edu.au/
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20parishioner
mailto:Families.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Families%20and%20Children
mailto:sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Worship%20and%20Liturgy
mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Young%20Adults%20and%20Youth
mailto:bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Business%20Manager
mailto:Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Pastoral%20Council%20St%20James%20Parish
mailto:Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Hospitality%20and%20Community%20Life
mailto:lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Local%20Safeguarding%20Representative
mailto:Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Justice%20Outreach%20
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo
https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

