
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The gospel readings for this week and next week shift 
the focus away from the resurrection and begin to set us 
up for the departure of Jesus from the earth – the         
Ascension – and the sending of the Holy Spirit – the 
Pentecost event. 

Today’s gospel passage comes from the very long Last 
Supper discourse in the gospel of John. When Jesus 
speaks about ‘going away’ for a time it could be          
interpreted as the period of his death and rising that are 
about to occur in the chronology of the story. However, 
the gospel of John is written a very long time after the 
death of Jesus; perhaps as much as 70 years after      
Jesus. Given this period of time between the events and 
the writing, we know that the writer was also referring to 
this longer time of Jesus ‘going away’. By the time of the 
writing of this gospel the early Christians were starting to 
come to terms with the fact that Jesus probably wasn’t 
going to return in their lifetime. They had seen the       
devastating destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by 
the Romans in 70CE which they thought had signalled 
the end of all time. However, here they were, still alive 
and still no sign of Jesus’ return.  

The theme of being present and being absent is very 
strong in this gospel. The discussion about Jesus and 
the Father being one is part of this theme. Jesus is God 
present in the world. God has come to dwell among the 
people. When Jesus speaks of preparing rooms in the 
Father’s house, it is a reference to preparing the         
disciples to ‘live’ in God; to dwell in God just as God has 
dwelt in the people. 
 

Historical Context – It is for the best…  
At the time of this gospel’s writing, some 70 years after the events      
it describes, amazing things have taken place in the early Christian 
community. Rather than everything falling apart with the death of     
Jesus, the message of Jesus has spread further than he himself 
could ever have accomplished. It is the departure of Jesus from their 
midst and the sending of the Spirit that really prompts the disciples to 
act on what they had experienced while Jesus lived among them. The 
gospel writer has Jesus saying that he has to go away so that the    
disciples can reach their potential. 
 

Scriptural context – The gospel of John  
The gospel of John is very different from the other three ‘synoptic’ 
gospels. The other three have a very narrative style and can be seen 
together as different recounts of the same events. Whilst the gospel 
of John also has some beautifully narrated stories, it is better known 
as a more theologically reflective piece of writing. It assumes that the 
readers of this gospel are already familiar with one or more of the     
others, so it doesn’t need to tell the story again. Rather, it presents a 
sweeping image of God, through Jesus, reaching out, in, through, and 
with love to the people. 

 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a mem-
ber of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. He has extensive experi-
ence of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the 
author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, 
and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious educa-
tion, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

https://tinyurl.com/
RosaryPrayer26 
1 May—31 May 2-3pm 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

5th Sunday Easter  
(Year A 3rd May) 

First Reading Acts 6: 1-7 They elected seven men filled with the Spirit and wisdom. 
About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the Hebrews: in 
the daily distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and 
addressed them, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, must select 
from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty 
to them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of this 
proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. 
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group 
of priests made their submission to the faith. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19. R. v.22 Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

 
Second Reading 1 Peter 2: 4-9 You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood. 
The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that 
you too, the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be 
living stones making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have chosen 
and the man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That means that for you who are believers, it is precious; 
but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to 
bring men down. They stumble over it because they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who 
called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
 
Gospel Reading John 14: 1-12 I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are many rooms 
in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am now going to prepare a 
place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with 
me; so that where I am you may be too. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’  
Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know him and 
have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’  
‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me? 
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: it is the Father, living in me, 
who is doing this work. You must believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; believe it on the 
evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 
‘I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the same works as I do myself, he will perform even greater 
works, because I am going to the Father.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you 
just;  
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  

For the word of the Lord is faithful  
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love.  

The Lord looks on those who revere 
him,  
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine.  

ROMERO CENTRE -  we welcome and support people seeking asylum, we walk the path 
where human dignity is considered sacred and where love has no borders. 
Inspired by the mission of Oscar Romero and a deep respect for the human sovereign soul, 
the Romero Centre aspires to support the most vulnerable people in our community. 
The Romero Centre is passionately and wholeheartedly working towards a community that 
we all want to be a part of.                                                                                   romerocentre.org.au                     
Parishioners are kindly asked to help by donating any of the following items:   

(white baskets at entrances)  
• cooking oil    • basmati / jasmine rice  
• white sugar and plain flour 
• UHT milk and coffee 
• instant noodles 
• tinned tuna    • coconut milk/cream 
• shower gel   • tooth brushes (adult)   • tooth paste 
• laundry powder /liquid   • Dish washing liquid  

Social Justice  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 2026  
Fr Anson away (till 25th May) 
Helen away (till 13th May) 
Fr Francis away (6th - 27th May) 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
6 Fr John talk Mary and the Rosary 6.30pm Priory 
8 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
9 / 10 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 6th Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms within Masses; 
Mothers Day. 
Tuesday Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
15 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
16-24 May Laudato Si’ Week 
16 / 17 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Ascension of the 
Lord; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; HOSP 
cuppa after 9am mass. 
17th May Sunday from 9am mass till 1pm. Half day event: 
MenAlive; Church and Hall. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 

Fr John Sullivan will offer a talk on Mary 
and the Rosary: History of the Rosary in 
Catholic Marian Devotion and on different 
ways of using our beads in our prayer life —all 
parishioners are welcome to come along. 
Wednesday 6th May at 6.30pm in the Priory. 

 

Archbishop Shane Mackinlay—Mass Count 2026 for the 
Archdiocese of Bne begins this weekend. 
Week 1 2/3 May —Week 2 9/10 May—Week 3 16/17 May 
—Week 4 23/24 May  

 

Confirmation Sacrament for Children 2026 (your child is 
8yrs of age or older and has already been baptised  
Catholic). Please send a copy of your child’s baptismal  
certificate to the parish office.  
Monday 25th May 6pm in our church: Parent-Info  
Session (attendance of guardian or parent is required; chil-
dren are not required to attend this  
session) (parent formation on the Eucharist) 
Please note:  Wednesday 24th June 6pm  
Children Celebration of Confirmation @ 6 pm Church 

 

Join Catholic Mission online to honour Mother Mary dur-
ing the month of May through praying the World Mission 
rosary to pray for the whole world, especially for those liv-
ing in poverty. Catholic Mission invite you to special Rosary 
prayer sessions dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
  Dates: Monday to Friday, 1 May – 31 May 
  Time: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
  Location: Online via Teams  
RSVP via Brisbane.admin@catholicmission.org.au 

 

Candle Vigil and Prayers -  
Domestic and Family Violence 
Awareness Month  
All parishioners are invited to a  
Candle Vigil and Prayers that will be 
held at Our Lady of Graces Church, 
Carina, on Thursday 14 May, 6pm. 
This event is to mark the month of May as Domestic and 
Family Violence Awareness Month.  
We stand in solidarity with those who suffer in silence, who 
have been killed by a current or former intimate partner, the 
families left behind, those who have been traumatised by 
family violence, and those who have escaped violence. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Eileen McErlain; Maria 

Villoso; Margaret Bub; Gregory Mitchell; Ellen 
Bright; Demetria Tan; Di Lowe; Noel Walls; Allan 
Chen; Geraldine Costa; Graham Filkins; Ernes-
to Balingasa Jr; Doug Smith. 
And these anniversaries: Lucinda Rosa; Jocelyn Ann  
Garlin; Rosalie O'Sullivan; Luciano Elicano; Carmel 
Sheehan; Dolores Reyes; Kristjan Terauds. 
Please pray for these unwell: May Hillotedt; Joe McKee; 
John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry;   
Fr Barry Grayson; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Tony 
Ting; Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia  
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Beyond the Restless Heart—St Augustine spent his life 
chasing a feeling and found I within. He discovered that we 
aren’t meant to walk this path alone, but as one heart and 
one mind on the way to God. Seek Experience Journey. 
Truth Brotherhood Service. Posters on church doors. 
osa.org.au/vocations 0407686069 Fr Saldie Resolado OSA 

 

The purpose of menALIVE is to bring men together, to 
renew their faith in God, and to encourage them to become 
an active force within the Church.  

Half day event: Sunday 17th May  
9am mass till 1pm (church and hall) 
The menALIVE Men’s Weekend:  
13 + 14 June 2026 is an opportunity for men 
to explore what makes them feel fully alive. 
The experience of the weekend is powerful 
and dynamic and many men are inspired and 

encouraged with a new sense of purpose and mission. The 
weekend is organised by men in your local community and 
conducted by an experienced team of menALIVE leaders. 
It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.  For more 
information contact Darren <dmcconville1970@gmail.com> 
Or phone the parish office 3397 1671. 

 

Gathering Friends Of St Augustine (confirmed).  
All Welcome. Come to our Priory Dining Room on  
Sunday 31st May, 10.30am to 1pm.    

 

Helen away till 13th May. 
Fr Anson away till 25th May. 
Fr Francis away (6th - 27th May) 

 

SAFEGUARDING - the Office for Safeguarding Services 
has adopted a self-assessment approach to Safeguarding 
Audits for 2026, which needs to be completed by 31 May 
2026.   

Planned Giving for the Week 26th April 2026  
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

 
$728.80 

 
$95 $237 $525 $1,810.80  $225 

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

 
$465.30 

 
$85 $327 $525 $1,807.30  $405 



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

6th Sunday Easter  
(Year A 10th May) 

First Reading Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 They laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Second Reading 1 Peter 3: 15-18 In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 
Gospel Reading John 14: 15-21 I shall ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  May 2 / 3 Lorie + …                         May 9 / 10 Romy + Christy                                             

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

6th Sunday 
Easter 

10 May 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Carina Family Choir n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

LECTORS Pat W Trish R YAM 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Rosemarie Y 
Helen D 
Lorie R 

Jan L 
Barbara DeP 
Romy U 

Mel N 
Maria N 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya H (away) Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Brendon / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Loida Roland Ian Gian 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 5th June at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th June. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 31 May at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

