
Gospel Reflection 
Shepherds in the first century did not have a particularly good reputation. 
Whilst the task itself was a responsible one, it was usually undertaken by hired 
help – usually young men or even boys. Being hired help, they had little        
allegiance to the flock and were generally regarded as basically untrustworthy 
and often accused of illicitly selling off the sheep’s milk and even the             
occasional lamb. They lived for months at a time out in the hills with the 
sheep; often risking their lives in defence of their flock, yet still regarded with 
suspicion. Shepherds were held in such low regard that they could not appear 
in court as a witness. Yet, despite this grim picture of shepherds, Jesus          
described himself as the Good Shepherd. With that one word, he acknowl-
edged the reputation of shepherds but utterly dismissed it by describing him-
self as a shepherd – but a good shepherd. He chose to describe himself as 
the worst of all occupations but raised the status to unimpeachable heights. 

In describing himself as the good shepherd, Jesus joined a distinguished list 
of biblical shepherds: Abraham, his son Isaac, and grandson Jacob were all 
shepherds; Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, when God 
appeared to him in the burning bush and revealed God’s name; and the great 
King, David, began life as a humble shepherd-boy. So, despite the poor          
reputation of shepherds in Jewish society, some of the greatest leaders of the 
Jews began life as shepherds. 

Today’s gospel passage follows the famous ‘good shepherd’ passage in the 
gospel of John and continues on the image. The passage portrays Jesus as 
‘claiming’ his flock; guaranteeing them not only safety but also eternal life. This 
oath of loyalty and commitment is all the stronger and more remarkable in light 
of Jesus’ rehabilitation of the status of shepherds  

Scriptural Context – The Father and I are one  
The final sentence of today’s passage has Jesus declaring, ‘The Father and I 
are one.’ It seems a fitting way to finish the gospel reading for liturgical use in 
the Easter season. However, the passage in John’s gospel continues on.          

Immediately upon hearing these words, the listening crowd grab rocks and are about to stone Jesus to death! They were horrified by 
his apparent blasphemy – claiming to be one with God. Such a bold declaration of oneness with the Father was no doubt used by the 
gospel writer to try to eradicate emerging questions about the divinity of Jesus. 
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We pray for Leo XIV our new Pope. Be 
with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, in 
his service of the Church. Fill him with the 
power of your Spirit, the peace of your 
presence and the compassion of Christ. 
May he walk with you, in wisdom and   
humility, and lead us, together with all 
God’s people, to embody your love for the 
world. Amen. 
"Peace be with all of you!" - the first 
words of Pope Leo XIV. The Conclave 
has elected Robert Francis Cardinal 
Prevost as the 267th Bishop of Rome. He 
was Prior General of the Order of  
St Augustine 2001-2013, visiting Australia 
during that time. Leo is the first North 
American to be elected as the pope, the 
first pope to come from an English-
speaking country since Adrian IV in the 
12th century, and the first American and 
Peruvian (naturalised) pope. He is the first 
pope to come from the Order of Saint  
Augustine, and the seventh from orders that follow the Rule of St Augustine 

(Augustinians). He thanked Pope Francis and his brother cardinals, before going off his apparently quickly prepared 
speech to say that he is a "son of St. Augustine and an Augustinian priest." May we walk together to that place that God 
has prepared for all of us, he exhorted. The new pope served for years in Peru, and in fact, he asked, "if you will permit 
me," and then began a greeting in Spanish, mentioning especially his "faithful people who have accompanied their  
bishop and shared their faith," in the Diocese of Chiclayo, Peru. Returning to Italian he urged charity for the suffering and 
assured, "Our Blessed Mother always wants me to be close to us. She wants to intercede for us through her love."           
https://aleteia.org/2025/05/08/ 

L-R: Fr Michael Sullivan OSA; Fr John Sullivan 
OSA; (back) Fr Brian Buckley OSA; then Prior 
General Robert Prevost OSA (now Pope Leo 
XIV), during Robert’s visit to Korea 2002. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

4th Sunday Easter (Year C May 11) 
First Reading  Acts 13: 14, 43-52 We are now turning to the gentiles. 

Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the sabbath 
and took their seats. 
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them Paul 
and Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace God had given them. 
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews, 
prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out bold-
ly, ‘We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves  
worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he said: 
I have made you a light for the nations, 
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’ 
It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined for eternal 
life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole countryside. 
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and persuaded 
them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. So they shook the dust from their feet in  
defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Responsorial Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3 We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 

Second Reading Revelation 7: 9, 14-17 The Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to 
springs of living water. 
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were stand-
ing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. One of the  
elders said to me, ‘These are the people who have been through the great persecution, and because they have washed 
their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in 

front of God’s throne and 
serve him day and night in 
his sanctuary; and the One 
who sits on the throne will 
spread his tent over them. 
They will never hunger or 
thirst again; neither the sun 
nor scorching wind will ever 
plague them, because the 
Lamb who is at the throne 
will be their shepherd and 
will lead them to springs of 
living water; and God will 
wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.’ 
 

Gospel Reading John 10: 
27-30 I give my sheep  

eternal life. 
Jesus said: 
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; 
I know them and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life; 
they will never be lost 
and no one will ever steal them from me. 
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, 
and no one can steal from the Father. 
The Father and I are one.’ 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Double-
day, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 
1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.  
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before him, singing for joy.  

Know that he, the Lord, is God.  
He made us, we belong to him, 
we are his people, the sheep of his flock.  

Indeed, how good is the Lord,  
eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age.  

This Sunday's Readings 

We make our final donations request for Rosies.    
(Fr Joshua Nash OMI) suggests Instant Coffee; Sugar; Cups of Instant    
Noodles; Cuppa Soups; Biscuits; Muesli Bars; tea, Milo,UHT milk, cordial, 
long life juice, fruit bars, chocolate, nuts, chips, protein bars; hygiene  
products and similar. 

“Rosies reaches out to those most in need, people 
who are homeless or at risk, lonely, and socially         
isolated within our communities.” 

May 11 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
10 / 11 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Mothers Day. 
12 Monday First Holy Communion Session 1 for children 6pm  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm  
14 Wednesday ALPHA continues in the hall (6.45pm) 
16-24 May Laudato Si’ Week 
17 / 18 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 5th Sunday Easter; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Children’s Lit-
urgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 
19 Monday First Holy Communion Session 2 for children 6pm  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
21 Wednesday ALPHA continues in the hall (6.45pm) 

MOTHERS DAY 
Today, I want to bless 
her with this prayer. 
May You strengthen, 
protect, and keep her 
in good health.  
I pray that she will be 
surrounded by love on 
this special day. May 
she feel loved and 
appreciated by those 
around her. Remind 
her daily that she is 
beautiful in spirit and 
in body and You love 
her unconditionally. I 
ask that You bless this 
day and she be filled 
with joy and happi-
ness. Thank You, 
Lord. Amen.  

 
Vocation Sunday is this Sunday May 11th, Good  
Shepherd Sunday. Information at side church entrance. 
Let’s celebrate our Augustinian and parish priests. Is God 
calling you to be an Augustinian? Contact Fr Saldie 
Resolado OSA on 0407686069 or email him 
at saldie.resolado@osa.org.au  

 

World Mission supports May Rosary 
Prayers. Join them online to honour 
Mother Mary. Monday to Friday via 
Teams. 1st May—31st May, 10—11am.  
Meeting Link https://tinyurl.com/cmrosary 

 

Date claimer: Corpus Christi procession 2pm on Sunday 
22nd June starting and ending at the Cathedral of St  
Stephen featuring prayers, rosary, hymns and Benediction 
with proceedings led by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
John Paul Phelan OSA; Lynne 

Wright; Bruce Stanley; Godfrey Lawrence; Felix 
Cerango; Pope Francis; Rodnie Bañez; Nidia Fer-
rer; Joan Anderson; Bienvenido Lorenzo. 
And these anniversaries: Luciano Elizano;  
Maximai Aquilizan; Carmel Sheehan; Noela McCormick; 
Sandhya Weerasinghe; Allan Yared; Les + Ruby Richards; 
Caroline Bejasa. 
Please pray for these unwell: Sharon Lucas; Caraline 
Wilson; Tom Mitchell; Susan King; Franco Canta; Marilyn 
Graham; Ian Gillespie; George Erbacher; Germain Fernan-
do;Ty De Paoli; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Everyone is warmly welcomed to  
Fr John's 3 talks on Marian Theology, 

to be held at 6.45pm on Monday 
nights in the Priory on—this coming 

12th May  -26th May  -2nd June.  
He has held these talks before,  

so perhaps you have already heard 
about Mariology. 

 

Annual Mass Count continues this weekend for the four 
weekends of May 2025 (from Archbishop Coleridge). 

 

Laudato Si’ Week May 24-31, 2025.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins in June: you are 
warmly invited. Evening sessions at St James Church, 
Coorparoo – starts Friday 6 June. The course will run for 8 
weeks with a week’s break in the middle.  
Contact Louise at 0456 700 040.  

Planned Giving for the Week of 4 May 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$688.90 $70 $710 $310 $1,778.90  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$585.30 $70 $655 $310 $1,620.30  

mailto:saldie.resolado@osa.org.au?subject=Vocation
https://tinyurl.com/cmrosary
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Parish of St James Primary School 

5th Sunday Easter (Year C May 18) 
First Reading  Acts 14: 21-27 They as-

sembled the church and gave an account of all that God had done with them. 
Second Reading Revelation 21: 1-5 He will wipe away all the tears from their eyes. 
Gospel Reading John 113: 31-35 I give you a new commandment: love one another. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters May 10 / 11 Paul + Cecilia             May 17 / 18 Sylvia + John  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + Clare) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

5th Sunday 
Easter 

May 18 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Glenn H n/a Canossa Choir 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R Barbara DeP Darren McC 

LECTORS Frank F Clare B Ray M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron S 
Anne S 
Priya H 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Karla V 
Deborah H (away) 
Jaqueline S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R (away) Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea / Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Brendon / Trish / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Ana Leo Kenisha 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th June at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th June at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 25th May at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 
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