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Gospel Reflection  
When Jesus approaches John for baptism, John recognises him as the Messiah that John has been preaching about, the 
one for whom he was preparing the way. Recognising the significance of the moment, John tries to reverse roles and 
force Jesus into a superior role to himself. But Jesus says let’s just do it like this for now and ‘do all that righteousness 
demands’. In the gospel of Matthew, whenever Jesus speaks about fulfilling the demands of righteousness or doing what 
is righteous, he is speaking about carrying out the will of God; acting in accordance with the covenant relationship be-
tween God and the people.  
It would have been easy for Jesus to accept John’s offer to exchange places. In many ways perhaps he would have liked 
to do so as a way of acknowledging the great work John had done. But part of the demands of righteousness that Jesus 
needed to fulfil was to be the sort of Messiah that did not sit within normal expectations. Part of his fulfilment of God’s will 
was to be a servant Messiah rather than a powerful, avenging Messiah for which many of the people hoped and prayed. 
To have exchanged places with John would have been to say, here I am, I am greater than John and I am here to show 
you all the way. Rather, by submitting to John’s baptism he does indeed show the way – the way of humility and gentle-
ness. We are assured of the rightness of Jesus’ actions immediately because, upon his rising from the water, the voice of 
God affirms favour and approval upon Jesus. In the first test of his will, Jesus has acted in accordance with the will of 
God. 

Living the Gospel – The demands of righteousness 
To carry out the will of God in our life – that’s a pretty big ask. It was 
a hard task for Jesus to act in accordance with God’s will in the face 
of all sorts of difficulties, disappointments and despair. For us to 
even try to emulate Jesus requires firstly openness to the fact that 
God has a desire for us to live our lives in a particular way, in right 
relationship with God and with others. It requires a certain humility 
to open ourselves to God’s will and prayerful discernment of God’s 
will in our life. 

Have you thought? – A sacramental moment  
When we speak about receiving the sacraments, we speak about 
them as particularly graced moments when God is especially pre-
sent in our life. The moment of Jesus’ baptism was a particularly 
sacramental and graced moment: God spoke in approval of Jesus 
and bestowed God’s favour upon him. It would be nice for the rest 
of us if God’s presence could be so easily recognised at such 
times! However, in the absence of a voice from Heaven, we need to 
be fully present ourselves to sacramental moments and fully pre-
sent to the moments that celebrate the sacramentality of our every-
day lives. 

Gospel Focus – Leave it like this  
There is comfort to be found in the words Jesus spoke to John, 
‘Leave it like this for the time being’. We can sometimes be frustrat-
ed by the slow pace of change in the world and in our own lives – 
we often want things to happen immediately, if not yesterday! But 
Jesus’ words convey a sense that there is an order to things a right 
time for them to come about. ‘Leave it like this for the time being’ 
says, let things unfold in their own time without being anxious; work 
for change, but there is a proper time for things.  
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Sunday 11 Jan 2026 The Baptism of the Lord (Year A) 
First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7 Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased. 
Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my soul delights. 
I have endowed him with my spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations. He does not cry out or shout aloud, or 
make his voice heard in the streets. He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. 
Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is established on earth, for the is-
lands are awaiting his law. 
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;  I have taken you by the hand and formed you;  I have appointed 
you as covenant of the people and light of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and 
those who live in darkness from the dungeon. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11 The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Second Reading Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not have 
favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought by    
Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about 
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had fallen 
into the power of the devil.’ 
 
Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were 
opened and the Spirit of God came upon him. 
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to 
dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come to 
me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that we 
should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to 
him. 
As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the 
heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and   
coming down on him. A voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; 
my favour rests on him.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permis-
sion of the publishers.  

January 10 / 11 Paul + Cecilia                January 17 / 18 Sylvia +       Counters 

2nd Sunday Ordinary (Year A 18th January)  
First Reading Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 I will make you the 

light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. 
Gospel Reading John 1: 29-34  This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
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POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon Matthew A 

WELCOMER Helen /  David /  Adriana Jacque Peter Colomba 

Next week 

Scan to view readings 

O give the Lord you sons of God,  
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court.  

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
  
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.  

The God of glory thunders.  
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits as king for ever.  


