
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The short gospel passage for today is taken from the final words of the gospel of Matthew. It is known as ‘The Great 
Commission’ as Jesus is portrayed commissioning his disciples to go out to the world and spread the good news. They 
are charged to ‘Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations.’ This is the basis of much of the missionary work of the 
Church that has gone on ever since then. 

However, the focus of today’s feast is much more on the first reading than the gospel. The opening verses of the Book 
of Acts, from the author of Luke-Acts, describe the final instructions of Jesus to his disciples and then his ‘lifting up’. 
The Luke-Acts writer is the only gospel writer to actually describe the Ascension. The fact that the other gospels don’t 
discuss the Ascension in any detail at all is a good indication that this description should not be taken literally.  

However, the message of the Ascension is a powerful one. It reminds us that Jesus, the human incarnation of God on 
earth, was limited to a specific time and place in history. Despite the physical limitations of his life on earth, Jesus en-
sured that his message and ministry would continue through those he had taught. Knowing that the disciples would 
need time to grieve and come to terms with all that had occurred in a relatively short space of time, Jesus promised 
that the Spirit would come upon them in the days to come. That visiting of the Spirit upon the disciples at Pentecost 
was the motivation to set about doing what Jesus had charged them to do. Without the Ascension, there is no Pente-

cost. 
 

Historical Context – To the ends of the 
earth 
In both the gospel passage from Matthew and the 
passage from the Book of Acts, Jesus commissioned 
his disciples to go out to the whole world. In Mat-
thew, it is to ‘all the nations’ and in Acts it is ‘to the 
ends of the earth’. Both writers make it abundantly 
clear that the message of Jesus is not exclusively for 
the people of Israel but for all people everywhere. 
Within only a very few years, early Christian commu-
nities had sprung up all around the Mediterranean. 
Once Christianity became the religion of Rome it 
spread to all the corners of the Roman Empire. 
 

Scriptural context – Not the only Ascen-
sion 
The description of Jesus being taken up into heaven 
is a close parallel to the description of the great 
prophet Elijah also being taken up to heaven. Chap-
ter 2 of 2 Kings describes Elijah speaking to his dis-
ciple Elisha in similar words to those used by Jesus 
to his disciples. The Jewish tradition had no belief in 
an individual resurrection and so the idea of Ascen-
sion was to recognise the greatness of the prophet. 
He was to be united with God in Heaven rather than 
having to wait for the great resurrection of all people 
at the end of time. 

 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, 
most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission 
and  Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young 
people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the 
author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evan-
gelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and pre-
senter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, 

Augustine Day by Day—minute meditations for every day taken from the writing of St Augustine 

Compiled by Fr John Rotelle OSA 

May 17 Never tire of trying 

Be assured that you can never be perfect in this world unless you realise that it is impossible for you to 
be perfect here. Therefore, your aim in life should be as follows. Always try your best in doing what you 
have to do, so that you may reach perfection. Never get tired of trying because there is always room for 
improvement. Commentary on Psalm 33, 14 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Ascension of the Lord (Year A 17th May) 
First Reading Acts 1: 1-11 Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus 

has been taken in to heaven. 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he 
gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown 
himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and 
tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but 
to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised 
with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive pow-
er when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea 
and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into the 
sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same way as you have seen him go there.’ 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6 God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Second Reading Ephesians 1: 17-23 He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the 
hope that you all have. But give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so that those who slander you 
when you are living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is the will of God 
that you should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing wrong. 
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died once for sins, died for the guilty, 
to lead us to God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 28: 16-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been  
given to me. 
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to 
meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated.   
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all 
the commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end 
of time.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel 
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

This Sunday's Readings 

All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth.  

God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise.  

God is king of all the earth.  
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne.  

ROMERO CENTRE -  LAST WEEK OF REQUESTS, THANKYOU... 
We welcome and support people seeking asylum, we walk the path where human dignity is 
considered sacred and where love has no borders. 
Inspired by the mission of Oscar Romero and a deep respect for the human sovereign soul, 
the Romero Centre aspires to support the most vulnerable people in our community. 
The Romero Centre is passionately and wholeheartedly working towards a community that we all 
want to be a part of.  romerocentre.org.au    Parishioners are kindly asked to help by donating any 

of the following items:  (white baskets at entrances)  
• cooking oil    • basmati / jasmine rice  
• white sugar and plain flour 
• UHT milk and coffee 
• instant noodles 
• tinned tuna    • coconut milk/cream 
• shower gel   • tooth brushes (adult)   • tooth paste 
• laundry powder /liquid   • Dish washing liquid  

Social Justice  

RAP Movie Night Date Claimer: As part of our journey towards reconciliation with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, we are planning 
on viewing the movie “Incarceration Nation" 
during National Reconciliation Week. The film tells a powerful story of 
strength, resilience and advocacy of First   Nations people as they 
face systemic injustices at the hands of the justice system.  
See church doors and tables at entrances. 
Tuesday 26-May-2026 St James Parish Hall from 6.15pm 

Social Justice 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 2026  
Fr Anson away (till 25th May) 
Fr Francis away (6th - 27th May) 
17th May Sunday from 9am mass till 1pm. Half day event: 
MenAlive - Church then Hall. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
22 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 
23 / 24 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Pentecost; Satur-
day Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 
25 Parent Info session for Confirmation Program for children 
6.30pm church  
Tuesday Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
27 May - 3 June National Reconciliation Week 
26 Movie Night (hall 6.15pm) Our Lady of Graces and St James 
(RAP)  
29 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings) 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an ecumenical 
celebration observed around the world, celebrated in the 
Southern Hemisphere between Ascension and Pentecost 
(17 – 24 May 2026). This year, the theme is “There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one 
hope of your calling” (Ephesians 4:4). 
In Brisbane, Archbishop Shane Mackinlay will host a Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity Service on Tuesday 19 
May at 11am at the Cathedral of St Stephen. 

 

Archbishop Shane Mackinlay—Mass Count 2026 for the 
Archdiocese of Bne continues... Week 3 16/17 May —

Week 4 23/24 May  

 

‘From Hope to Action’ LS61 
 

 

Confirmation Sacrament for Children 2026 (your child is 
8yrs of age or older and has already been baptised  
Catholic). Please send a copy of your child’s baptismal  
certificate to the parish office.  
Monday 25th May 6pm in our church: Parent-Info  
Session (attendance of guardian or parent is required; chil-
dren are not required to attend this session) (parent for-
mation on the Eucharist) 
Please note:  Wednesday 24th June 6pm  
Children Celebration of Confirmation @ 6 pm Church 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Eileen McErlain; Maria 

Villoso; Margaret Bub; Gregory Mitchell; Ellen 
Bright; Demetria Tan; Di Lowe; Noel Walls; Allan 
Chen; Geraldine Costa; Graham Filkins;          
Ernesto Balingasa Jr; Doug Smith. 
And these anniversaries: Loreto Paterson; Eileen Healy; 
Ty DePaoli; Noela McCormick; Lucinda Rosa; Jocelyn Ann 
Garlin; Rosalie O'Sullivan. 
Please pray for these unwell: Bridget David; Stephan 
Grant; Fr Peter Hayes OSA; May Hillotedt; Joe McKee; John  
Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb 
Peries; Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Elisabeth Cortezano; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Charles Elliott; Frances Mutch; Oscar Howard. 

Prayers 

The purpose of menALIVE is to bring men 
together, to renew their faith in God, and to 
encourage them to become an active force 
within the Church.  
Half Day event Sunday 17th May—9am 
mass in our church; then 10am—1pm in our 

parish hall. It is suitable for all men from 18 years of age.  
For more information contact Darren 
<dmcconville1970@gmail.com> 

 

House keys on ring left at parish office—call the office. 

 

Friends Of St Augustine (FOSA) is a parish group  
striving to know more about this great saint and Doctor of 
the Church. St Augustine is the patron of St James priests. 
They belong to the Order of St Augustine (OSA) also 
known as The Augustinians, one of whom is none other 
than Pope Leo XIV himself. 
Our group gathers every 3 months over light refresh-
ments—ALL WELCOME. If you can, please bring a plate. 
Next gathering Sunday 31st May, 10.30am to 12pm in 
St James Priory. We warmly invite you to 
come along.  
Dates for the remainder of the year are: 
Sunday 30th August (Priory), Sunday 29th 
November (Priory),  
Christmas Celebration Wednesday 9th   
December (Easts Leagues Club 6.30pm). Want to know 
more? Contact Sylvia <syldavid@optusnet.com.au>  
or Karleen <telemon1106@gmail.com> 

 

Live out Marriage weekend (marriage enrichment)  
Venue : Our Lady Of The Southern Cross, Springfield 
Date : June 6 & 7 
Email :                                      
qldbookings@wwme.org.au 
Tel : +61 481 307 821 
Web : www.wwme.org.au 

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 10th May 2026 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$862.25 $135 $287 $440 $1,724.25  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$690.80 $105 $392 $440 $1,627.80  

VOLUNTEERS

mailto:qldbookings@wwme.org.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/pPeZClx1VDImyMXrcyizUz2gi2?domain=wwme.org.au
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Pentecost Sunday 
(Year A 24th May) 

First Reading Acts 2: 1-11 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak different lan-
guages. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12: 3-7, 12-13 In the one Spirit we were all baptised, making one body. 
Gospel Reading John 20: 19-23 As the Father send me, so I send you: Receive the Holy Spirit. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters      May 16 / 17 June + Kate                            May 23 / 24 Karleen + Sandra                                          

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

Pentecost 
Sunday 
24 May 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Libby C n/a Jan Q 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R Barb DeP Melissa P 

LECTORS Ron S Clare B Kate P 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Paul D 
Anne S 

Jan L 
Trish R 
Romy U 

Karla V 
Priya 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Lachlan Trish / Brendon / Drew Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Adriana Joselin Peter Colomba 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 5th June at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th June. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 31 May at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

