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The Facebook streaming of our Sunday Mass at 9:00AM will continue until  
further notice. A YouTube streaming of the same mass will take place at 

10:30AM for the benefit of those who have no access to FB.  

From the Parish Priest   

In last weekôs parish bulletin, I started drawing 
your attention to things that, in my reflection, were 
exposed or brought to light, thanks to having a more 
pensive space while in the thick of this COVID-19 
episode. The first thing that was exposed and          
mentioned was on (a) on CONNECTION and how 
important it is for us to looking at where we are with 
this as well as our gift of hospitality as a parish. Are 
we making meaningful connections? I expressed 
how we need to bring the whole parish, not just the 
volunteers, to the awareness of co-responsibility in 
this regard. According to the 2016 St James 
Coorparoo parish profile (NCLS), the gift or skill that 
attenders identified as their strength is 
ñhospitalityò (welcome, host, provide food). In the 
year that Iôve been here, this has continued to be 
one of the strengths of the parish which Iôm sure 
most of you have witnessed too, if not yourselves 
being involved in offering hospitality itself. The call is 
to challenge ourselves to make meaningful               
connections, and then also fulfil the practical aspect 
of having individuals and families be part of the       
parish data system. Establishing ñconnectionò and 
the strength of hospitality express a value that is 
immensely linked to the Augustinian charism.         

This week I would like to bring to light another 
point of my reflection since the imposition of          
restrictions, and this is (b) on MAKING DISCIPLES 
and EVANGELISATION. Making disciples and 
evangelisation are probably terms that we as         
Catholics have always heard of somewhere, but 
may not necessarily know what to do with it, or know 
where we are at it.  

On MAKING DISCIPLES. The period from    
mid-March till late May has permitted me to            
re-examine where I am with the mandate from      
Jesus to ñGo and make disciplesò.  And obviously 
(Iôm hoping that it is), this is not just a mandate that I 
see for myself, but one that I share with all of you 
who read this, together with all the baptised. ñThe 
clergy and laity together with Godôs grace are         
co-responsible for responding to the commission of 
Christ. And the fruitfulness of that co-responsibility is 
making disciplesò (S. Weddell). There is no group of 
professionals to whom we delegate this                 
responsibility, not to priests or religious, not to          

R.E. teachers, not to those who have taken units in 
theology, not to those who show interest or liking to 
religion, no ï this is a mandate to each baptised. I also 
know that the desire or the fire within us to make disci-
ples does not just come to us just because we hear 
that it is a mandate. This takes a lot of unlearning and 
relearning about our faith. And that takes time.  

What the óimposed retreatô has exposed to me is the 
fact that I have made myself busy with administrative 
things in the parish, and heaps more has been added 
due to streaming and the logistical demands of                
re-opening, all of which are important (I am NOT            
suggesting even a bit that they are not important). 
However, I am glad I was able to stop and ask myself, 
ñWhich of these things that you find yourself immersed 
in or busy doing, involve the call to make disciples? 
Have I used these as opportunities to promote and 
champion the mission of Christ? Is there a plan? Or is 
it just haphazard?ò Honestly, it is mostly a                  
hit-and-miss. But I also know that our Lordôs mission 
deserves more than the current dedication and focus 
that I am giving it.  

The questions above might be good questions that 
we could ask ourselves, on a parish level. And        
perhaps we could add the following as well: Do our 
existing groups in the church intentionally promote this 
mission of Christ and the Church? Is there a sense of 
ownership of this mission among parishioners? Has 
this mission been a key consideration in the parish 
pastoral council? Are we willing to re-examine as a 
parish on how we are addressing this? Or are we just 
doing this haphazardly? [end of part 1 of (b) MAKING 
DISCIPLES & EVANGELISATION.] 
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We try to shelter our children 
from harm. But eventually there 
comes a day when we realize 
we can no longer protect them 
from an imperfect world. They 
have to deal with illness, a pet 
dying, or friends talking about 
them behind their backs.  

Crosses are a part of the human 
condition. Jesus asks us to  

accept our crosses and instead 
of feeling sorry for ourselves to 
pick them up and somehow be 
graced through them. 

Jesus was fully human, as human as we are, and he 
accepted his humanity. I think that is what Jesus asks 
of us, to simply accept the fact that we are human 

with all the limita-
tions and restrictions 
that being human 
brings with it. We fall 
down and we get 
hurt. Friends and 
family disappoint us 
and sometimes even 
abandon us. Life is 
difficult, and no one 

can escape its crosses. Not even Jesus. 

We can work hard to change the things we do not 
like, but inevitably we cannot control our lives. When 
we accept this fact in our heart of hearts, we can sur-
render control and begin to experience the peace of 

Christôs divinity. We 
can walk through the bitter haze of any physical or 
emotional pain because we share in Christôs strength 
and courage. We have his divine light to shine in all the 
dark corners. 

Teach your children how to accept their disappoint-
ments and crosses by carrying your own crosses with 
grace. Help them to figure out what pain can be legiti-
mately avoided and what pain just has to be suffered 
through. Allow them to face the 

consequences of their actions. And when they are old 
enough, pray with them the Serenity Prayer, 

òGod, grant me the serenity  

to accept the things I cannot change;  

courage to change the things I can; 

and the wisdom to know the difference. Amen.ó 
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