
Gospel Reflection 

Just like last week’s gospel, this passage also comes from the Last Supper discourse in the Gospel of John. 
Again, although its original context was pre-crucifixion, the language works in the post-resurrection Easter 
season as we anticipate the celebration of the Ascension next week. This double purpose language is, of 
course, no accident. The gospel was written 60 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus and so 
the writer was consciously conveying the double meaning of ‘going away’: Jesus going to his death; and Jesus 
going back to the Father. But Jesus also promises his return in this speech. Continuing the double meaning, 
the gospel writer knew that Jesus had come good on his promise to return after his death and so conveys to 
the gospel audience, and to us, a sense of confidence and hope that the second promised return will also be 
fulfilled at the right time. 

In the meantime, Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to the world. The Holy Spirit is to 
be the Advocate (the Paraclete) of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit performs a dual purpose: firstly, to 
carry on the teaching; and secondly, to continue to remind the believers of all that Jesus said and did. The   
action of the Holy Spirit continues in the world today – inspiring and teaching those who are open to hearing 
and keeping alive the memory of Jesus, his teaching and his compassion. 
We talk about being full of school spirit and team spirit but these feelings of 
loyalty and commitment are only a distant echo of what it is to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Historical Context – The time of absence 

At the time of writing of the Gospel of John (during the last decade of the 1st 
Century), the community of believers were beginning to come to terms with 
the continued absence of Jesus. In the earlier gospels, particularly Mark, 
there is a feeling of expectation evident in the writing – an expectation that 
Jesus’ promised return was imminent. By the time of John’s community, 
there was an acceptance that the glorious return of Jesus still lay some time 
in the future. They wrestled with keeping alive the memory and message of 
Jesus when there was no end in sight.  

Gospel Focus – Advocate  

In the text, Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as the Advocate, sometimes 
translated as Paraclete. Both words have very similar meanings. Today when 
we describe someone as an advocate we usually mean that they stand up 
for and speak out for someone else or a particular cause. Advocate also has 
a legal meaning where the advocate bears witness and attests to the validity 
of another. The Holy Spirit is the Advocate of Jesus in that the action of the 
Holy Spirit continues to bear witness to the message of Jesus.  

Different view—Peace 

Jesus promises his peace to the disciples in today’s gospel passage. However, some people argue that the 
world has not known that peace in the time since then. Some Jewish people cite this as one of their arguments 
against Jesus being regarded as the promised Messiah. One of the prophecies about the Messiah was that 
there would be universal peace once the Messiah arrived. Those who argue against Jesus as the Messiah 
point to the fact that since the time of Jesus, not a single day has gone by in our history in which there has not 
been some war or conflict occurring somewhere on earth. 
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From Social Justice Ministry  

(details inside bulletin) 

27 May - 3 June National Reconciliation 
Week  

Monday 26th May – National Sorry Day  

Tuesday 27th May—Movie Night for        
National Reconciliation Week 

Our Thanksgiving mass for 
Pope Leo XIV at  
St James Parish  
will be  held on 

Sunday 1st June at 9am.  
This is also our 1st Sunday of the month, 
so our Hospitality group will offer Morning 
Tea after 9am mass. Please bring plants 

or produce to swap and share also. 
Parish Tour after Morning Tea. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

6th Sunday Easter (Year C 25th May) 
First Reading  Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29 It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and our-

selves not to burden you beyond what is essential. 
Some men came down from Judaea and taught the brothers, ‘Unless you have yourselves circumcised in the tradition of 
Moses you cannot be saved.’ This led to disagreement, and after Paul and Barnabas had had a long argument with these 
men it was arranged that Paul and Barnabas and others of the church should go up to Jerusalem and discuss the problem 
with the apostles and elders. 
Then the apostles and elders decided to choose delegates to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; the whole church 
concurred with this. They chose Judas known as Barsabbas and Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood, and gave 
them this letter to take with them: 
‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, send greetings to the brothers of pagan birth in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We 
hear that some of our members have disturbed you with their demands and have unsettled your minds. They acted with-
out any authority from us, and so we have decided unanimously to elect delegates and to send them to you with Barnabas 
and Paul, men we highly respect who have dedicated their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accordingly we are 
sending you Judas and Silas, who will confirm by word of mouth what we have written in this letter. It has been decided by 
the Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond these essentials: you are to abstain from food 
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from fornication. Avoid these, and you will do what 
is right. Farewell.’ 
 

Responsorial 66:2-3. 5-6. 8. R. v.4 O God, let all the nations praise you! 

 

Second Reading Revelation (Apocalypse) 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20  
I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: ‘Very soon now, I shall be with you again, bringing the reward to be given to every 
man according to what he deserves. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
Happy are those who will have washed their robes clean, so that they will have the right to feed on the tree of life and can 
come through the gates into the city.’ 
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make these revelations to you for the sake of the churches. I am of David’s line, the root of 
David and the bright star of the morning. 
The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ Let everyone who listens answer, ‘Come.’ Then let all who are thirsty come; all who 
want it may have the water of life, and have it free. 
The one who guarantees these revelations repeats his promise: I shall indeed be with you soon. Amen; come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Gospel Reading John 17: 20-26 Jesus said to his disciples: 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Holy Father, I pray not only for these, but for those also who through their words will believe in me. 
May they all be one. Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in you, 
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me. 
I have given them the glory you gave to me, that they may be one as we are one. 
With me in them and you in me, may they be so completely one that the world will realise that it was you 
who sent me and that I have loved them as much as you love me. 
Father, I want those you have given me  to be with me where I am, 
so that they may always see the glory you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 
Father, Righteous One, the world has not known you, but I have known you, and these have known 
that you have sent me. 
I have made your name known to them and will continue to make it known, so that the love with which 
you loved me may be in them, and so that I may be in them.’ 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, 

O God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help.  

Let the nations be glad and exult  
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Reconciliation Action Plan Cherbourg Ration Shed visit: (full day event) 
As part of our journey towards reconciliation (per RAP  
implementation plan), we are offering a special  
opportunity to visit The Ration Shed Museum in  
Cherbourg – a place of truth-telling, culture, and com-
munity healing. Go to the noticeboard or take a notice 
home (available at the side / front table of church),  
details + pricing given there. 
We are seeking Expressions of interest from parish-
ioners for a Day trip on either Thursday 14th August 
or Wednesday 27th August. RSVP by 3-June to 
socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com indicating 
your name, contact details and your preferred day of 
week/dates. Also please advise if interested but those 
dates do not suit. You are warmly invited to attend.  

mailto:socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
25 Sunday Kerala Community mass 4pm  
26 Monday First Holy Communion Session 3 (church) for  
children 6pm  
27 Tuesday Film for Social Justice – National Reconciliation 
Week 6.15pm for 6.30pm start (in parish hall)  
27 May - 3 June National Reconciliation Week 
28 Wednesday NO ALPHA this Wednesday 
28 Wednesday FOSA 6.30pm gathering in Priory 
31 / 1 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Ascension of the 
Lord; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms. Laudato Si’ Week 24-31 May, 2025 

10 years ago, Pope Francis wrote 
Laudato Si’, setting out a bold vision 
for our common home. While we cele-
brate 10 years of prayer and action together, we look 
ahead to an even brighter future. The next chapter of Laud-
ato Si’ begins with us.  
“Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and our concern 
for this planet never take away the joy of our hope.” 
Laudato Si’ 244 

 

Friends of St Augustine gathering: Thursday 29th May 
6.30pm—please bring a plate of goodies to share for     
dinner. Purpose: Come walk with us as we pilgrim with      
St Augustine in our own spiritual and intellectual develop-
ment. Topic: My Spiritual Journey with Augustine as a 
Guide (Early Adulthood 17-32 years old) 

 
Please bring plants or produce to swap and share during 

every 1st Sunday of the month Morning Tea  
(after 9am Mass). Next will be 1st June 2025.    

Our Thanksgiving mass for Pope Leo XIV at St James 
Parish will be Sunday 1st June at 9am.  

Parish Tour: after morning tea Sunday 1st June, hosted by 
Hospitality Ministry, together with Ray Mitchell.  

You are warmly invited to participate. 

 
Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins in June: you are 
warmly invited. Evening sessions at St James Church, 
Coorparoo – starts Friday 6 June. The course will run for 
8 weeks with a week’s break in the middle.  
Contact and register your interest: Louise at 0456 700 040.  
Through the fourteen narrative books of the Bible, this foun-
dational study traces Salvation History from Adam and Eve 
to Christ and the Church.  

 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Nicholas Morton; Ty De Paoli; 

Priscilla Bulaong; Denise Westfall; John Paul 
Phelan OSA; Lynne Wright; Bruce Stanley;  
Godfrey Lawrence; Felix Cerango; Pope Francis. 
And these anniversaries: Erlinda Fortich;  
Mary-Lou Heiser; Michael Lantonia; Daniel David; Bryan 
O’Connell; Luciano Elizano; Maximai Aquilizan. 
Please pray for these unwell: Richard Faith; Bill Mumma; 
Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; Tom Mitchell; 
Susan King; Franco Canta; Marilyn Graham; Ian Gillespie; 
George Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Henry Jensen. 

Prayers 

27 May - 3 June National Reconciliation Week 
commemorates two significant milestones in the reconcilia-
tion journey with Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples 
- the successful 1967 referendum (27 May) [allowed to be 
included in census] & the High Court Mabo decision (3 
June) [native title land ownership granted.] 
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to 
learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achieve-
ments, and to explore how each of us can contribute to 
achieving reconciliation in Australia.  (Ref. ACSJC) 
National Sorry Day – Monday 26th May – is a time for 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders to remember the many 
children who were forcibly removed from their families and 
communities. The ‘Bringing Them Home” report gives us an 
overview of this sorry chapter in Australia’s history and the 
many case studies which show that many of the children 
were not taken for their welfare at all. (Ref. ACBC -SJ. 
trends)  
On Tuesday 27th May, during Social Justice National  
Reconciliation Week 6:15pm to start at 6:30pm (in our 
parish hall), we welcome you to the movie “In My Blood It 
Runs” which is a story of hope and a powerful reminder of 
the strength of Aboriginal people, their families and commu-
nities. Gold coin donation for NIDOC week celebration.  
Tea, coffee and nibbles provided.   

 
Thank you from Rosies 

for your donations →→ 

 
A Catholic Mental  
Wellbeing morning is held 
weekly on a Wednesday  
morning at  
58 Morgan Steet,  
The Valley.   
Participants enjoy a  
morning of  
companionship, reflection 
and prayer, and to  
celebrate Mass followed 
by a light lunch. You are most welcome to attend. For more  
details please contact Judy Norris  Ph 3324 3193  
or email judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au 

Planned Giving for the Week of 18 May 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$744.15 $185 $500 $475 $1,904.15  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$463.30 $165 $390 $475 $1,493.30  

mailto:judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au?subject=Wednesday%20mornings


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Ascension of the Lord (Year C 1st June) 
First Reading  Acts 1: 1-11 Why are you 

standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven. 
Second Reading Ephesians 1: 17-23 He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 
Gospel Reading Luke 24: 46-53 While blessing them, he was taken to heaven. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters May 24 / 25 Parish staff             May 31 / June 1 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + Clare) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

Ascension 
Of the Lord 

1st June 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Pat W Trish R Libby C 

LECTORS Helen D David B Leo B 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Collette S 
Paul D 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Denis McI 
Jaqueline S 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C away Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Karla 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Trish / Brendon / Drew Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Karla Arnold Adriana 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th June at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th June at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 25th May at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 
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