
Gospel Reflection 

The author of the gospel of Luke is also recognised as the author of the Acts of the Apostles. The works are 
regarded as originally being intended as a two volume single work sometimes referred to as Luke-Acts. Their 
separation occurred in the development of the canon of the Bible. In today’s gospel and first reading we get 
the very end of the first volume and the very beginning of the second volume of the Luke-Acts work – the very 
point of intersection between the two books. The gospel of 
Luke is the only one of the four canonical gospels that de-
scribes the Ascension of Jesus and, to reiterate it, the writer 
begins with the same event at the beginning of Acts. 

If we regard the two volumes of Luke-Acts as a single work, 
we see the events as all part of the one story. The life and 
ministry of Jesus is only the first half of the story. The story 
continues through the Book of Acts as the disciples and be-
lievers enter into a new way of witnessing to the ministry of 
Jesus – attempting to take on that ministry themselves and 
spread the message even further than Jesus was able to do 
in his life. Seen in this light, the gospel account of Jesus’   
ministry establishes a model and a pattern for the ministry 
that the followers of Jesus seek to emulate in their own lives 
after his Ascension. The Ascension is the pivotal event be-
tween the two volumes but it was also the pivotal event in the 
ministry of Jesus. The Ascension, and the subsequent events 
of Pentecost, was essential for the shift in emphasis from the 
ministry being carried on by Jesus to the same ministry      
carried on by millions of people throughout time. 

Scriptural Context – Luke—Acts 

The two works of Luke and Acts, ascribed to the same      
writer, are both addressed to the same person, Theophilus. 
However, the Greek name, Theophilus, means ‘Friend of 
God’ or ‘Beloved of God’. Theophilus may have been a     
particular person or may have been a literary device by the author – using the name to imply that the books 
were written to any ‘Friend of God’. There is a common style employed in the writing of the two works and a 
common theology runs through both works and it is these commonalities that lead scholars to conclude that 
the two works share the same   author. 

Gospel Focus – A message for all people 

One of the defining features of the Gospel of Luke is the fact that the message preached and practised by   
Jesus made salvation available to all people. At times in the gospel some of the Jewish audience became 
quite angry at Jesus because he said that pagans and gentiles were also included in the salvation he        
promised – something they regarded as exclusive to the ‘chosen’ people. The two accounts of the Ascension 
make very clear that the message and ministry of Jesus are to be 
carried to all nations – even to the ends of the earth! 
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 For Pope Leo XIV 
Faithful God, You guide us on the path of life 
and your goodness is our constant companion. 
Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, 
in his service of the Church. 
Fill him with the power of your Spirit, the 
peace of your presence and the compassion of 
Christ. 
May he walk with you, in wisdom and humility, 
and lead us, together with all God’s people, 
to embody your love for the world. Amen. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Ascension of the Lord (Year C 1st June) 
First Reading  Acts 1: 1-11 Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus 

has been taken into heaven. 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave 
his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself 
alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them 
about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is,’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with  
water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He 
replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you will receive     
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea 
and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring into the 
sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same way as you have seen him go there.’ 
 
 

Responsorial 66:2-3. 5-6. 8. R. v.4 O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 

 
Second Reading Ephesians 1: 17-23 He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, 
to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds 
for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised 
for us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the 
dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every  
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can 
be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all 
things under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of 
the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole  
creation. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 24: 46-53 While blessing them, he was taken to 
heaven. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is written that the Christ would 
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name,  
repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this. 
‘And now I am sending down to you what the Father has promised. Stay in 
the city then, until you are clothed with the power from on high.’ Then he 
took them out as far as the outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up to heaven. They worshipped him and then went back to  
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually in the Temple praising God. 
 
Copyright © 1996-2023 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible 
are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random 
House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with 

All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. 

God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

God is king of all the earth.  
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. 

This Sunday's Readings 

Reconciliation Action Plan Cherbourg Ration Shed visit: 
(full day event) 
As part of our journey towards reconciliation (per RAP  
implementation plan), we are offering a special  
opportunity to visit The Ration Shed Museum in  
Cherbourg – a place of truth-telling, culture, and community 
healing. Go to the noticeboard or take a notice home 
(available at the side / front table of church),  
details + pricing given there. 
We are seeking Expressions of interest from parishioners 
for a Day trip on either Thursday 14th August or  
Wednesday 27th August. RSVP by 3-June to 
socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com indicating your 
name, contact details and your preferred day of week/dates. 
Also please advise if interested but those dates do not suit. 

mailto:socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNE 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
2 Monday First Holy Communion Session 4 for children 6pm 
(home)  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
4 ALPHA in the hall 6.45pm 
6 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
7 / 8 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Pentecost Sunday; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.   
7 / 8 ALPHA Day Retreat 
9 Monday First Holy Communion Session 5 for children 6pm 
(CHURCH)  Vinnies Winter Appeal 2025 

 NO ONE CHOOSES TO BE HOMELESS 
More and more people are at risk of losing a safe and secure 
place to call home. 
It is critical to prevent homelessness in the first place by providing 
early intervention supports and assistance. 
Funds raised through the Vinnies QLD Winter Appeal will directly 
support our core programs, providing vital assistance to people 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness, poverty, and cost-of-
living pressures. 
Every day at the St Vincent de Paul Society, we see that ordinary 
people are able to make an extraordinary difference in their local 
communities. We are inspired by the joy of the Gospels and our 
Catholic social teachings to do things that matter. The spirit to 
feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire – the power to change 
lives – is in everyone. 
As we enter this winter, your commitment to helping those experi-
encing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and homelessness is still 
very much needed and appreciated. 
If you are able to make a contribution to the Vinnies Winter Ap-
peal, please do so today. Please help us to help others. If you 
wish to give a financial donation, envelopes for this purpose will 
be available at the door or on the pews. 
ALTERNATIVELY - You may wish to make a direct deposit to: 
BSB                     064786 
ACCT                  100026564 
ACCT NAME       SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo 
THANK YOU for your generous support. 

 

Everyone is warmly welcomed to Fr John's final talks on 
Marian Theology, 6.45pm on Monday nights in the Priory 
continuing 2nd June and a final session on 9th June. 

 
Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the  
Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins in June: you are 
warmly invited. Evening sessions at St James Church, 
Coorparoo – starts Friday 6 June. The course will run for 
8 weeks. Contact Louise S at 0456 700 040.  

 

Corpus Christi procession 2pm on Sunday 22nd June 
starting and ending at the Cathedral of St Stephen featuring 
prayers, rosary, hymns and Benediction with proceedings 
led by Archbishop Mark. Our Lady of Graces Parish at  
Carina are organising a bus to the Corpus Christi  
Procession on Sunday 22 June.  They are extending 
the invite to St James parishioners who would also like 
to catch the bus from Carina. See flyer with information on 
noticeboard / church doors. 

Please pray for recently deceased:  
Lucinda Rosa; Paul Nolan; Marion 

Nolan; Marilyn Graham; Tom Mitchell; Nicholas 
Morton; Ty De Paoli; Priscilla Bulaong; Denise 
Westfall; John Paul Phelan OSA; Lynne Wright; 
Bruce Stanley; Godfrey Lawrence. 
And these anniversaries: Carolyn Sullivan; Fr Gerry  
Dullard OSA; Sam Herat; Bradley Wenceslaus; Erlinda  
Fortich; Mary-Lou Heiser; Michael Lantonia; Daniel David; 
Bryan O’Connell; Luciano Elizano. 
Please pray for these unwell: Richard Faith; Bill Mumma; 
Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; Susan King; 
Franco Canta; Ian Gillespie; George Erbacher; Jocelyn  
Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

27 May - 3 June National Reconciliation Week 
Commemorates High Court Mabo decision (3 June) [native 
title land ownership granted.] National Reconciliation Week 
is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared  
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how 
each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in  
Australia.  (Ref. ACSJC) 

 
Scam emails that pretend to be from our parish 
priests… like: Fr Francis Belcina priestpp5@gmail.com 
Please be aware of EMAIL SCAMS doing the rounds, 
claiming to be from parish priests asking for money or other 
help or asking for an email in return. Check the email      
address! Our Clergy would never seek to contact you in this 
way. Please be vigilant. Fr Francis’s correct email          
address is on the back of our  bulletin (with other      
correct email addresses). 

 
Tuesday 3rd June 2025—7-8pm Pope Leo XIV event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planned Giving for the Week of 27 April 2025 
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$635.90 $245 $282 $345 $1,752.90  $245 

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

$539.30 $325 $372 $345 $2,006.30  $425 

mailto:priestpp5@gmail.com
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Pentecost Sunday (Year C 8th June) 
First Reading  Acts 2: 1-11 They were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak different languages. 
Second Reading Romans 8: 8-17 Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. 
Gospel Reading John 14: 15, 16, 23-26 The Holy spirit will teach you everything. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters May 31 / June 1 Romy + Christy            June 7 / 8 June + Kate  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + Clare) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

Administration 

Pentecost 
Sunday 

8th June 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Carina Choir n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

LECTORS Pat W Trish R YAM 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Rosemarie Y 
Helen D 
Lorie R (away) 

Jan L (away) 
Barbara DeP 
Romy U 

…. 
Jaque S 
Karla V 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Karla 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Brendon / Drew June S 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Loida Roland Ian Gian 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: (Tuesdays 8.30am till Tuesday 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th June at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th June at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 29th June at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 
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