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A Basic Understanding of the Diaconate 

 

CONGRATULATIONS DEACON TUAN ANH 
on your ordination to the diaconate 

A deaconôs principal ministry is to promote the interests of his         
sisters and brothers in faith, so that all who belong to the people 
of God may, through their well-ordered efforts toward a common 
goal, attain salvation (Basic Norms for Diaconate). 
They work together with the priests in the apostolic ministry to 
foster the full participation of all the baptised in the life of the 
Church, and to assist the laity to live their principal mission in the 
world in which they live. A deacon has three aspects to his           
ministry. He has a ministry of the Word, a ministry of liturgy and a 

pastoral ministry. All three of these must be kept in balance and all of them 
visibly exercised in the life of the Church (Directory for the Ministry and Life of 
Permanent Deacons).  (excerpt from The Catholic Leader) 

 
The term "Deacon" means "servant".  This service takes the form of assisting the Bishop and the 
Priest, but is also directed to the deacon's own brothers and sisters and the whole Church. Deacons 
can baptize, witness marriages, perform funeral and burial services outside of Mass, distribute Holy 
Communion, preach the homily (which is the sermon given after the Gospel at Mass), and are              
obligated to pray the Divine Office (Breviary) each day. (from vocationbrisbane.com/diaconate)  
 

A prayer for Tuan Anh:  We ask Lord God that you pour generously into Deacon Tuan 
Anh your Holy Spirit; fill him with your love, and compassion, so that he will see all our 
brothers and sisters as you see them, and that he is equipped to carry out the duties 
that he has been appointed to fulfil. Amen. 

Friends Of St Augustine (FOSA) 

The Friends of St Augustine gathered on Wednesday evening 
12th of August at St James Priory, and then later that evening at 
the East Leagues Club. This is an important gathering for us because 
we installed our new leader for the Friends, Cathy Monterde.   

ñI have considered it to be a 
great honour to be the leader of 
Friends of St Augustine over 
last few years. I would like to 
thank you all for your support, 
encouragement and friend-
ship.ò (Ray Mitchell, outgoing 
leader of Coorparoo FOSA) 

 

The Friends of St Augustine is a 
group of laity sharing the spirit 
of the Augustinian family within 

the Church. The membersô commitment is expressed in community and friend-
ship, prayer, gospel-centred life, and formation. 

Ray, outgoing leader of 
FOSA, gives                

Augustinian badge and 
lights candle for newly 
installed FOSA leader, 
Cathy Monterde. 



 

I love the story of the Canaanite woman. She is feisty and        

determined. She doesnôt take no for an answer, even from       

Jesus, the miracle worker. I wonder if she would have been that 

demanding if she was asking for herself and not her daughter?  

I have spent almost a lifetime watching friends become                 

lionesses in defense of loved ones, and lambs when they are 

the victims. I have seen them, metaphorically speaking, leap tall 

buildings in a single bound for a child, and take only baby steps 

on their own behalf.                      

I remember a friend who 

still couldnôt get angry 

with her husband even 

two years after he left 

her, become livid with 

rage when her son-in-law left her daughter.   

I think there is a simple reason for this discrepancy. We donôt 

hold ourselves in the same esteem we hold those we cherish. 

We donôt see ourselves as worthy of love, honour, respect, and 

attention as our children. In other words, we donôt see ourselves 

as God sees us. Weôve certainly been told often enough that we 

are Godôs much-loved child. We just donôt believe it. Perhaps if 

we took the words of the great commandment, ñlove your neigh-

bour as yourself,ò and changed them a bit it might sink in. If we 

were to say, ñLove yourself as you love your daughter or son,ò 

we might begin to have an inkling of Godôs love for us. We might 

even realize that we are as precious to God as our own children 

are to us. 
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Month of August -  Augustinian Appeal Fundraiser  

Go to MYCAUSE.com.au, and look for: 

NOT A BAD HAIR DAY: 
An Augustinian Vietnam          
Mission Fundraiser 

 
We can't have a gathering over food 

and drinks after Mass on the Feast of St 
Augustine, but we can still let our hair 
down, relax, and have a bit of fun. If we 
reach the target amount of $3500 before 
the 30th August 2020 (Sunday), it won't be a bad hair day that Sun-
day for the Vietnam Mission. Fr Francis will be ready to have his 
hair cut/trimmed for the sake of the mission. You might even get a 
chance to cut some strand yourself [COVID-19 restrictions apply, of 
course :) ].  
Donations to this Fundraiser will be used to assist in the living 

expenses of our new Augustinian Community in Saigon, especially 
in this time of the Pandemic. Fundraiser ends 7th September, but 
our date to reach our target is 30th August 2020. Let us support the 
Vietnam Mission by reaching our target!  

https://www.mycause.com.au/page/232306/not-a-bad-hair-day-an-augustinian-vietnam-mission-fundraiser?fbclid=IwAR3CacGmgkVbzLvyTTbrii7zzpaad8g15_Jf4tyhh8C4sxDzVYu5p0x-pu0
https://www.mycause.com.au/page/232306/not-a-bad-hair-day-an-augustinian-vietnam-mission-fundraiser?fbclid=IwAR3CacGmgkVbzLvyTTbrii7zzpaad8g15_Jf4tyhh8C4sxDzVYu5p0x-pu0
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