15TH SUNDAY ST JAMES PARISH

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT

YR A 2026 WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
12 JULY AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Gospel Reflection

The teaching of Jesus is grounded firmly in
the Jewish world of the 1st Century. For
most of his listeners, that world was an
agricultural one and so the stories Jesus
told were about the everyday realities of
peoples’ lives. He told stories about
vineyards, wheat fields, building houses,
planting seeds and reaping harvests. The
imagery he used was drawn from the lived
experience of those he taught. Jesus used
a style of storytelling that was popular at
s~ 2, the time: parable. A parable is a story with
a moral or a lesson. A parable usually
: i involves an extended metaphor and, at its
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday e heart, is teaching the listener about how to
e live or how to behave.
Another feature of parables is that they can be understood at different levels. At one level, there is the literal meaning
of a parable — what it says is what it is about. In today’s gospel, the parable of the sower can be read or heard as a
literal story about sowing seed and the lesson one might take from it is to be careful where you throw the seed when
sowing. At another level, parables have a metaphoric meaning. In this instance, Jesus actually explains the symbolism
of the parable to his disciples. There is a further, interpretive level of a parable where a modern reader asks, ‘What has
that story got to say to me here and now?’

In his conversation with the disciples, Jesus makes clear that only some people are open to understanding the depth of
the message contained within his parables. Some people will only ever hear the story and never hear the message.
Mind you, he still has to explain the parable to the disciples! He has just chastised those who fail to understand and yet
walks the disciples through the parable step by step!

Historical Context — Matthew’s community

The gospel of Matthew is written at a time and particular context in which the community audience were feeling the
effects of having been ostracised from the Jewish community. They were confounded by the fact that other Jews could
not accept the reality of the Jesus message as they had. This parable, and the accompanying conversation with the
disciples in which they are blessed for their understanding, would have been a comfort for the Matthew community.
Although they were frustrated, they were being told through this story that not everyone is ready to hear the message
that they had heard and accepted.

Living the Gospel — Scatter that seed!

The teaching of the parable of the sower is as true for us today as it was in its original context. The word of the
kingdom continues to fall on people who are at various stages of readiness to receive it. What Jesus suggests to his
disciples — and to us — is that the ‘good soil’ can’t always be predicted. Jesus doesn'’t tell his disciples to only sow the
word in people who are receptive. Rather, he wants them — and us — to scatter the word everywhere and to rejoice

when it does find good soil and yields arich harvest. Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a
member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer
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MULTICULTURAL MASS and celebrating
ST JAMES DAY 2026 will be
Sunday 26th July at 9am mass with
celebration, food and cultural performances in
the parish hall afterwards. SEE SIDE
ENTRANCE CLIPBOARD TO OFFER YOUR
ASSISTANCE... SAVE THE DATE!




This Sunday's Readings 15th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 12th July)
First Reading /saiah 55: 10-11 The rain makes the earth fruitful.

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’

Responsorial Psalm 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8 The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.

You care for the earth, | And thus you provide for | You crown the year with your | The hills are girded with joy,

give it water, the earth; goodness. the meadows covered with flocks,
you fill it with riches. you drench its furrows, | Abundance flows in your the valleys are decked with wheat.
Your river in heaven you level it, soften it with | steps, They shout for joy, yes, they sing.
brims over showers, in the pastures of the

to provide its grain. you bless its growth. wilderness it flows.

Second Reading Romans 8: 18-23 All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.

| think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was
made unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from
its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory
as the children of God. From the beginning till now the entire
creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of
giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for
our bodies to be set free.

Gospel Reading (shorter form) Matthew 13: 1-23 A sower
went out to sow.

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The
people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in
parables.

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed,
some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came
and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they
found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there
was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they
were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away.
Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has
ears!’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by per-

mission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles,
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997,  §
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Augustinian [

RACUUR =TT CIREN oy cusTiNiAN YOUTH ENCOUNTER 2027
coming to South

Korea, August 8-13, SONG&I-OGO
2027. Themed on COMPE'I'I'I'l()N

Mark 6:50 - "Take
Heart, It Is |. Have No Fear", AYE27 unites young
people across the Augustinian Family in one

heart, one faith. And we
need your creativity! Enter
the AYE27 Song & Logo
Competition and design the
logo or compose the anthem.
Visit ayeosa.com or scan QR —
for more details.
Submissions close 15 July.
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Our Augustinians in Sydney for the Provincial Chapter—June 2026

Friends of St Augustine (FOSA) Weekly prayer taken from Augustine’s writings in a booklet, “Augustine Day by Day”,
compiled by the late Fr. John E. Rotelle, O.S.A.- an American Augustinian.

)
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12th July )

You, who always are, both before we were and before the world existed, have become for us a refuge in which 7

we have turned to You. Commentary on Psalm 89, 3

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.



Please pray for recently
deceased: Elisabeth Cortezano;
Barry Cunningham; Jim Mangleson; Esther Ro-
mano; Freddie Principe; Paula Timbal; Agripino
Prado; Frank Galluzzo; Kevin Kramer; Juanita
Castro Flores; Marion Glencross; Graham
Streets.
And these anniversaries: Ida Susin; Jan West; Gina
O’Reilly; Mae Berdin-Salundaguit; Mary Tallon; Peter Dinh;
Henry Dissanayake; Isagani Juanzon Sr; Marj Richardson;
Lorenza Rivera.
Please pray for these unwell: Sandra Daubney; Heema
Rashad; Neil Pokarier; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rose-
mary Ting; Elena Tolo; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas;
Clive McKeown; John McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan
Grant; May Hillotedt; John Carnay; Elena Tolo; lan Gilles-
pie; Benedict Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz
Tibayan.

Social Justice

Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Sunday
and NAIDOC Week
Celebrations.

As we gather in faith,
we do so as a people
shaped by story — by
the Gospel, by culture,
and by the journeys that
have brought us to this
moment. We gather in
the presence of God,
who walks with us
always, and who calls
us into unity as one
people. This year in-
vites us into reflection.
We mark 40 years since St Pope John Paul Il spoke to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples in Alice Springs, and we
celebrate 50 years of NAIDOC Week. These milestones are more
than anniversaries — they are reminders of enduring faith,
resilience, and our shared call to walk together. At times, it is
important to look back. Not to dwell in the past, but to recognise
the path that has been travelled — to see the strength, the
challenges, and the grace that have carried us forward. In this, we
trust in God'’s providence, present in every step of our journey.
Our theme, Walking Together in Christ: 40 Years On!, speaks to
this moment. It calls us to continue the journey with humility and
hope - listening deeply, and walking side by side as one Body in
Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit. Across this land, the Church is
enriched by the cultures and voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples. Their spirituality, connection to Country, and
deep sense of community continue to shape and strengthen the
life of the Church in Australia. As St Pope John Paul Il reminded
us, the Church is enriched by the many cultures it embraces. This
is not something we simply acknowledge — it is something we are
called to live. Today's Liturgy is an invitation to listen to, reflect,
and to encounter Christ in one another. May this celebration be a
moment of grace. May it renew our hearts, deepen our unity, and
strengthen our commitment to walk together in faith.

RO
'MEDITATIO' (Latin: meditation/contemplation)
A mini silent retreat for women Hosted by Jo Hayes
WHERE: Carmelite Monastery of the Holy Spirit - Ormiston,
Qld. WHEN: Saturday 25 July, 2026; 2-5pm
COST: $25pp - strictly limited availability - bookings essen-
tial - Details and registration at johayes.com.au/retreats.

God of All Generations,

As we honour NAIDOC Week, we give
thanks for the enduring legacy of culture,
faith, and tradition carried through the
lives of Elders past - storytellers,
trailblazers and wisdom-keepers.

We pray with gratitude too for Elders
present, who continue to lead with
courage and compassion, guiding us
on the path of truth-telling and
reconciliation, nurturing the next
generation with strength and grace.

And we lift our eyes in hope to the
promise of Elders emerging - visionaries
of a future yet to be shaped, a future of
justice, unity, and healing. A future where
the next generation walks forward in
strength, with purpose and pride. Amen.
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Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

17 Friday 9am mass

18 / 19 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 16" Sunday
Ordinary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Children’s
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass; YAM cuppa after 9am mass.
20 Monday parent info session for Sacrament First Holy
Communion in the church at 6pm

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

24 Friday 9am mass

26 / 27 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 17" Sunday
Ordinary; St James Feast Day; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7,
9am); Multicultural Sunday and St James Day; Rite of
Enrolment for Sacrament of First Holy Communion during
9am mass; No Baptisms.

RN

Parish Administrator — St James Parish, Coorparoo...
Do you enjoy using your organisational skills to support
others? St James Parish is seeking a Parish
Administrator to help support the life and mission of our
parish. Working alongside the Parish Priest and Parish
Secretary, you'll coordinate parish administration, property
and hall bookings, volunteer support, contractor liaison
and compliance activities, helping ensure our parish
continues to serve the community effectively. The role is
permanent part-time - 11 hours per week (Wednesday &
Friday, 8:30am-2:30pm).

If you're organised, approachable and enjoy working with
people, this is a wonderful opportunity to use your skills in
a role that truly makes a difference. Please email your
resume to hunterb@bne.catholic.net.au

RIS
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 2026: NO ONE
CHOOSES TO BE HOMELESS
More and more people are at risk of losing a safe
and secure place to call home.
It is critical to prevent homelessness in the first place
by providing early intervention supports and assistance.
Funds raised through the Vinnies QLD Winter Appeal will directly
support our core programs, providing vital assistance to people
experiencing or at risk of homelessness, poverty, and cost-of-
living pressures.
Every day at the St Vincent de Paul Society, we see that ordinary
people are able to make an
extraordinary difference in their local
communities. We are inspired by the joy of the Gospels and our
Catholic social teachings to do things that matter. The spirit to
feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire — the power to change
lives — is in everyone.
As we enter this winter, your commitment to helping those
experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and
homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated.
If you wish to give a financial donation, envelopes for this
purpose will be available at the door or on the pews.
Alternatively - You may wish to make a direct deposit to:

BSB 064786
ACCT 100026564
ACCT NAME SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo:

Please include your name in transaction description for
Receipt purposes. THANK YOU for your generous support.

Planned Giving for the Week of 5 July 2026
. L Direct D ti
Collection Account numbers ot pledged] | Debit Tap " | Total
1% Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB. 064 786 Account #: 100019791 $1,114.25 $357 $455 $1,926.25
2"? Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 Account #: 100018086 $770.70 $367 $455 $1,592.70



mailto:hunterb@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish of St James

165 Old Cleveland Road,
Coorparoo, 4151.

Postal:

PO Box 1051

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Primary School

A,
92 Kirkland Ave, %) T v
Coorparoo, 4151. =
Rachelle Gibson —Principal %, ‘,:f’°""“°°>_‘, &

Liz Pashen —APRE
Phone: (07) 3457 1100
Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au

Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

Ministry Teams—get involved...

We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Children & Families (Brent)

Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration

Parish Priest

Fr Francis Belcifia OSA
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au

Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Families.stiames@gmail.com

Fr John Sullivan OSA
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au

Trish Rashad
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Worship (Amor

2nd Tue of mor%th 6.30pm
Young Adults (Thesi + )

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com

Parish Secretary Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation

Business Manager t
(David, Darren)

) ) Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Lauchlan Moore )
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com

Parish Council

s Hospitality & Community Life
Chairperson

! Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com
(Jaque, Melissa)
Safeguarding Officer Isr.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan

eg - % Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com
Christine Umali 1st Sunday of month 10.45am

Meet in the Priory Dining Room

July 11 / 12 Karleen + Sandra July 18 / 19 Brendon + Kevin
Next week

BERE o ey Votocony | sunoaY

19th July | 6PM

CHOIR Alohe Ambe n/a Canossa Choir
COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Barbara DeP (swap) Darren McC
LECTORS Karleen O'R Colin C (swap) Marina M
EXTRAORDINARY Ron S Jan L Deborah H
MINISTERS OF Anne S Trish R Christine U-M
COMMUNION Marisol V Priya H Karla V

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen
POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon /Trish Adriana M
WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward Darren Bettina Charlotte Melissa
COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—>5pm.

All Parishioners |
Please register
to FLOCKNOTE

Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com using this
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th August at 9am. QR code
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th August.

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 19th July at 4pm.

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| Scan to view readings |

Next 5unday's Readings 16th Sunday Ordinary Time
(Year A 12th July)

First Reading Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19 In the place of sin, you give repentance.

Second Reading Romans 8: 26-27 The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put
into words.

Gospel Reading Matthew 13: 24-43 Let them grow together until the harvest.

www. stjiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
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