
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
Today’s reading features three parables about the        
kingdom: the weeds in the field; the mustard seed; and 
yeast in the flour. They are three fascinating parables 
about something undesirable or unwanted being mixed in 
with something that is apparently good – and Jesus       
presents them as descriptions of what the kingdom of 
heaven is like.  

Let’s look at the imagery of these parables. Darnel is a 
weed that looks exactly like wheat while it is growing. Only 
once the ears have formed can it be distinguished from the 
wheat. It is a malicious prank to sow darnel among wheat.  

The mustard seed grows into such a large tree that birds 
come and nest in it. Why would any farmer want to           
deliberately plant a tree in the middle of his fields that    
attracts birds that will destroy his crops?  

Three measures of flour is an enormous amount of flour; 
enough to make 50 or 60 loaves of bread! Yeast begins to 
ferment the dough mixture and if not baked the dough 
goes mouldy and goes bad. To leaven that much dough at 
one time is somewhat foolish. The Hebrew word used for 
leavening in scripture is Chametz, it literally means 'sour'. It 
is that essence by which things decay. Leavening is a          
fermentation process – a process of breaking down or       
corruption.  

To describe the kingdom of God in these ways may seem 
a bit odd. Can the kingdom of God be a ‘corrupting’ or 
‘souring’ or ‘irritating’ influence? The kingdom message of 
Jesus can be seen as a corrupting force in that it set about 
corrupting and destroying what was a flawed system. The 
parables also demonstrate that it only takes a tiny amount 
of this ‘corrupting’ influence to have a dramatic effect. 

Scriptural context – Matthew’s explanation 
In the gospel passage, following the presentation of the three parables, Jesus explains the parable of the wheat and 
darnel to his disciples. It is explained in terms of a final judgment. (Compare it with Matthew 25: 31-46.) The parable of 
the weeds, or darnel, and its explanation only appear in the gospel of Matthew – although the parable does occur in 
the non-canonical gospel of Thomas. The interpretation belongs to Matthew more than it belongs to Jesus. It is an              
unapologetic direction to his community that living a righteous life in the midst of wickedness will be rewarded. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-

MULTICULTURAL MASS and celebrating  
ST JAMES DAY 2026 NEXT WEEKEND  

Sunday 26th July at 9am mass  
with celebration, food and cultural  

performances in the parish hall afterwards.  
SEE SIDE ENTRANCE CLIPBOARD TO  

OFFER YOUR ASSISTANCE. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

16th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 19th July) 
First Reading Wisdom 12: 13, 16-19 In the place of sin, you give repentance. 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, to whom you might have to prove that you never judged  
unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, you govern us with great lenience, for you have only to will, 
and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, and you 
have given your sons the good hope that after sin you will grant repentance.  

 

Responsorial Psalm 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5 Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

 
Second Reading Romans 8: 26-27 The Spirit himself 
pleads for us in a way that could never be put into 
words. 
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a 
way that could never be put into words, and God who 
knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well 
what he means, and that the pleas of the saints ex-
pressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of 
God. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 13: 24-43 Let them grow 
together until the harvest. 
Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep 

his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat 
sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and 
said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel 
come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want 
us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’ 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Dou-
bleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Len-
ten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

This Sunday's Readings 

Friends of St Augustine (FOSA) Weekly prayer taken from Augustine’s writings in a booklet, “Augustine Day by Day”, 
compiled by the late Fr. John E. Rotelle, O.S.A.- an American Augustinian. 
19th July 
May I seek You Lord, by praying to You and let me pray to You by believing in You. You have been preached to 
us. My faith prays to You Lord, the faith You gave me and inspired in me by the Incarnation of Your Son and the 
mission of Your preacher. Confessions 1, 1 

Monday 20TH JUL 6pm Parent Info Session CHURCH 
Sunday 26TH JUL  9am Rite of Enrolment  

within 9am Mass  
Monday 27TH JUL 6pm Family Session 1 HOME 

Sunday 2ND AUG 9am Honour the Lord’s Day  
Monday 3RD AUG 6pm Family Session 2 CHURCH 

Sunday 9TH AUG 9am Presentation of the Creed  
Monday 10TH AUG 6pm  Family Session 3 HOME 

Sunday 16TH AUG 9am  Honour the Lord’s Day  
Monday 17TH AUG 6pm Family Session 4 CHURCH 

Sunday 23RD AUG 9am Honour the Lord’s Day  
Monday 24TH AUG 6pm Family Session 5 HOME 

Sunday 30TH AUG 9am Honour the Lord’s Day  
Monday 31ST AUG 6pm  Family Session 6  

+ Rehearsal CHURCH 
Sunday 6TH SEPT 11am Sunday Mass  

with First Holy Communion 

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,  
full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice.  

All the nations shall come to adore you  
and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God.  

But you, God of mercy and compassion,  
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JULY 2026 
20 Monday parent info session for Sacrament First Holy  
Communion in the church at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
24 Friday 9am mass  
26 / 27 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 17th Sunday  
Ordinary; St James Feast Day; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 
9am); Multicultural Sunday; Rite of Enrolment for Sacrament 
of First Holy Communion during 9am mass; No Baptisms. 
27 Monday children Session One FHC in the church 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
31 Friday 9am mass 
AUGUST 2026 
1 / 2 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 18th Sunday  
Ordinary; Baptisms; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); 
Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
3 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion in the 

Next Brisbane East Deanery  
Scripture Study   - LUKE: THE  

STORY OF SALVATION FULFILLED is scheduled to begin 
in the First Week of September… St James Priory from 
Friday 4th September at 6.30 pm the course will run for      
8 Sessions with a break in Week 5 of the Course, ending 
on Friday 30th October. More details to come. 

 

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
Walk with Mary in Hope and Wonder – Online Novena 
30 July – 7 August | 7:30–8:00pm (AEST) | Via Zoom 
Wherever you are, you're invited to make an online  
pilgrimage through Mary's life. Across nine evenings, we'll 
journey through the significant moments that shaped her 
faith, courage, and hope, discovering how her story can 
inspire our own pilgrimage of life. Whether you're joining 
from interstate, overseas, or simply unable to travel, all are 
warmly welcome! 
Join us on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/92816949299 

 

Join Our Parish Choirs & Music Ministry ...                                                                                                         
Love to sing or play an instrument? 
Share your gifts and help lead our parish in joyful worship 
through music. Whether experienced or simply willing to 
serve, all are warmly welcome to join one of our existing 
choirs or form a new choir! 
“Those who sing pray twice.” — St Augustine 
For enquiries or to join: 
*Amor McConville 9AM  *Helen Deakin 6PM  *Sylvia Phillips 6PM  

Email: worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com 

 

'MEDITATIO' (Latin: meditation/contemplation)  
A mini silent retreat for women Hosted by Jo Hayes  
WHERE: Carmelite Monastery of the Holy Spirit - Ormiston, 
Qld. WHEN: Saturday 25 July, 2026; 2-5pm 
COST: $25pp - strictly limited availability - bookings  
essential - Details and registration at  
johayes.com.au/retreats. 

 

Date Claimer—Friends of St Augustine 2026 National 
Lay Congress. You are warmly invited. Creating a future 
with resilience and joy—see side table for details and     
pricing. 9-11 October 2026 at St Joseph’s Parish, 30  
Fitzgerald St, South Yarra. Contact Judith 0417309747 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Neil Pokarier; Leo 

Yenneos; Elisabeth Cortezano; Barry  
Cunningham; Jim Mangleson; Esther Romano; 
Freddie Principe; Paula Timbal; Agripino Prado; 
Frank Galluzzo; Kevin Kramer. 
And these anniversaries: Simeona Olave; Tomas Canlas;  
Mary O’Connor; Joe Muller; Andrew Hovan; Franjo Miholic; 
David Phillips; Ida Susin; Jan West; Gina O’Reilly;  Mae  
Berdin-Salundaguit; Mary Tallon; Peter Dinh; Henry  
Dissanayake; Isagani Juanzon Sr. 
Please pray for these unwell: Sandra Daubney; Heema 
Rashad; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rosemary Ting; 
Elena Tolo; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; Clive McKe-
own; John McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan Grant; May 
Hillotedt; John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Benedict 
Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Parish Administrator – St James Parish, Coorparoo... 
Do you enjoy using your organisational skills to support 
others? St James Parish is seeking a Parish  
Administrator to help support the life and mission of our 
parish. Working alongside the Parish Priest and Parish 
Secretary, you'll coordinate parish administration, property 
and hall bookings, volunteer support, contractor liaison 
and compliance activities, helping ensure our parish      
continues to serve the community effectively. The role is 
permanent part-time - 11 hours per week (Wednesday & 
Friday, 8:30am–2:30pm). 
If you're organised, approachable and enjoy working with 
people, this is a wonderful opportunity to use your skills in 
a role that truly makes a difference. Please email your    
resume to hunterb@bne.catholic.net.au  

 
VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 2026: NO ONE 

CHOOSES TO BE HOMELESS 
More and more people are at risk of losing a safe 
and secure place to call home. 
It is critical to prevent homelessness in the first place by 
providing early intervention supports and assistance. 
Funds raised through the Vinnies QLD Winter Appeal will     
directly support our core programs, providing vital assistance 
to people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, poverty, 
and cost-of-living pressures. 
Every day at the St Vincent de Paul Society, we see that ordi-
nary people are able to make an extraordinary difference in 
their local communities. We are inspired by the joy of the 
Gospels and our Catholic social teachings to do things that 
matter. The spirit to feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire – 
the power to change lives – is in everyone. 
As we enter this winter, your commitment to helping those  
experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and  
homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated. 
If you wish to give a financial donation, envelopes for this 
purpose will be available at the door or on the pews. 
Alternatively - You may wish to make a direct deposit to: 
BSB                     064786 
ACCT                  100026564 
ACCT NAME       SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo: 
Please include your name in transaction description for 
Receipt purposes. THANK YOU for your generous support. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 12 July 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  $1,050.40 $380 $465 $1,895.40  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100018086  $737.45 $510 $465 $1,712.45  

VOLUNTEERS
Social Justice  

mailto:hunterb@bne.catholic.net.au


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

17th Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 26th July) 

First Reading 1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12 You have asked for wisdom. 
Second Reading Romans 8: 28—30 He predestined us to become true images of his Son. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 13: 44-52 He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  July 18 / 19 Brendon + Kevin                   July 25 / 26 Paul + Cecilia                           

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

17th Sunday 
Ordinary 
26th July 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 9AM  
ST JAMES DAY 
MULTICULTURAL MASS 

CHOIR  (Libby) / Dan F n/a Jan Q + others 

COMMENTATOR Helen D Trish R Mirielle M + others 

LECTORS Sylvia P Colin C Darren McC + others 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Colette S 
Paul D 

Heather L 
Romy U 
Don T 

Deborah H 
Amor McC (away) 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Lachlan / Cecilia Drew / Brendon /Trish  Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Loida Roland Ian Gian 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th August at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th August. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August (TBC) at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

