
Gospel Reflection 

Like so much of the Gospel of Luke, this week’s passage is, at its heart, all 
about hospitality. This theme has featured in the gospel readings for the last 
couple of weeks. It is a theme that the writer returns to over and over again 
throughout the gospel to reinforce not only the importance of welcoming the 
message of Jesus, but also the extravagantly generous hospitality and     
welcome that God extends to all people. 

Taken at a literal level, this week’s gospel passage can be a problematic 
one. Jesus is dining at the house of Martha and she busies herself trying to 
be a good host and serving her guest, while her sister, Mary, simply sits and 
enjoys the company of Jesus. Martha complains about her sister’s apparent 
laziness and finds herself chastised by Jesus. 

On the surface, Martha is doing the right thing: providing hospitality for her 
guest. Yet Mary is the one whose actions are affirmed. Like in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan last week, the gospel writer reminds us that being     
preoccupied with one’s duty – even in service of God – is not what God     
desires. Martha has forgotten that the guest is also a gift! Having welcomed 
and shown appropriate hospitality to her guest, Martha should have then 
accepted the gift of the guest, that is, the company and presence of the    
welcome guest. Instead she continues to busy herself with serving while her sister shows true welcome:     
accepting the gift of the guest’s company. 

When we welcome a guest into our house, we can be too worried about impressing the guest with lavish      
hospitality and our best serving ware, rather than relaxing and enjoying the company of the guest. Like Mar-
tha, we can overlook the fact that God is present when we welcome a guest. 

Have you thought? – Action vs Reflection  

This gospel is sometimes portrayed as a dichotomy between action and reflection. Many within the Christian 
tradition adopt the Martha approach of responding to Christ through service and action while others see Mary 
sitting at the feet of Jesus as a model for contemplation and reflection. The two different models have devel-
oped quite distinctly in the history of the Church and it must be said that the Martha approach of service and 
action has been in the ascendance for some time. However, action that is not grounded in prayerful reflection 
runs the risk of becoming well-intentioned busy-ness. 

Different View – Feminist critique 

Feminist theologian Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza suggests that this story is less about an event in the life of 
Jesus than it is about events in the life of the early Church. In the first 30 to 40 years after the death of Jesus, 
women played an equal role in leadership and ministry to the community. However, by the time of Luke’s     
gospel, men were becoming more dominant in the community. By portraying Jesus as admonishing Martha’s 
active service and praising Mary’s passive listening role, the passage can be interpreted as endorsing the      
relegation of women to less active roles. 
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Community Life & Hospitality St James Community  Market— Come and Join Us :) 
We look forward to     

seeing you at our     

Community Market, 

10th August. 

While you enjoy a    

Sausage Sizzle, wander 

the tables with goods to 

sell. Cash or Card. 

Perhaps you would like 

to rent a stall… see our 

QR code. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 20th July) 

First Reading  Genesis 18: 1-10 Lord, do not bypass your servant. 
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance of the tent during the hottest part 
of the day. He looked up, and there he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them he ran from the en-
trance of the tent to meet them, and bowed to the ground. ‘My lord,’ he said, ‘I beg you, if I find favour with you, kindly do 
not pass your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash your feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch 
a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves before going further. That is why you have come in your servant’s direction.’ 
They replied, ‘Do as you say.’ 
Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah. ‘Hurry,’ he said, ‘knead three bushels of flour and make loaves.’ Then running 
to the cattle Abraham took a fine and tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. Then taking cream, 
milk and the calf he had prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate while he remained standing near them under the 
tree. 
‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is in the tent,’ he replied. Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit you again next 
year without fail and your wife will then have a son.’ 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 14:2-5. R. v.1 (R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 

Second Reading Colossians 1: 24-28 The mystery hidden for centuries has now been revealed 
to his saints. 
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my body to do what I can to 
make up all that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became 
the servant of the Church when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to you, 
the message which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries and has now been re-
vealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it to them and to show all the rich glory of this 
mystery to pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this is the Christ we pro-
claim, this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct everyone, to make 
them all perfect in Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 10: 38-42 Martha took up the duties in the house. Mary chose the better 
part.                                                                      
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a 
sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who 
was distracted with all the serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do 
the serving all by myself? Please tell her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ he 
said, ‘you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is 
Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from her.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & 
Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Accla-
mations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?  
He who walks without fault; 
he who acts with justice 
and speaks the truth from his heart; 
he who does not slander with his tongue.  

He who does no wrong to his brother,  
who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
who holds the godless in disdain, 
but honours those who fear the Lord.  

He who keeps his pledge, come what may;  
who takes no interest on a loan 
and accepts no bribes against the innocent. 
Such a man will stand firm for ever.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Pope Francis Laudato Si 
(2) "… our common 
home is like a sister … 
This sister now cries out to 
us because of the harm we 
have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and 
abuse of the goods with 
which God has endowed 
her. We have come to see 
ourselves as her lords and 
masters, entitled to plun-
der her at will." 

Practical Commentary: 
Reflect on your consump-
tion habits. Identify areas 
where you might be taking 
more than you need, and 
actively seek to reduce 
waste, recycle, and 
choose sustainable prod-
ucts. 

Social Justice 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JULY 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
20 Rite of Enrolment for Sacrament of Confirmation; Children’s 
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 
21 Monday children Confirmation Session 1 in the church 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
23 Wednesday 6.45pm Training Refresher for Lectors, etc 
(Worship Committee) in our church 
25 Friday 9am St James Feast Day 
26 / 27 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 17th Sunday  
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.  
100YEARS St James church building 2025 (parish established 
1913). 
28 Monday children Confirmation Session 2 in the church 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 

Looking for a deeper 
understanding of how 
Catholics read and interpret the Bible? Join us for     
Module 2 of the Catholic Formation series - Understanding, 
Praying and Living the Scriptures. HUB: St James Priory       
Mondays 7pm - 9pm commencing 4th August 2025 for 
10 weeks. $150pp. Register with Adult Faith Formation 
team at adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com See  
church doors + flyer at side entrance to the church.  

 

Worship committee is offering a refresher 
course: Proclaimers (Readers) and  
Eucharistic Ministers.  
<worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com> 
Wednesday 23rd July 6.45pm, venue: church  

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2025 for children has 
begun. We celebrate with them as they take part 
in the Rite of Enrolment today at 9am mass. 
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
Helen on Annual Leave from 14th July—12th August.  

 

Queensland Catholic Music Festival 2025 (Villanova 
and St James Church + Hall) will be 14th—17th August 
2025. Login - QCMF Volunteering  
https://qcmfvolunteering.com.au/login 

   

Those interested in the Cherbourg Day Trip, Wednesday 
27th August is the decided date. Place this in your diary. 
Email Dan Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 

   

Adult Faith Formation Calling all Men  
from St James Parish! menALIVE MAX25  

Designed to inspire, challenge, and energize you to grow in 
faith and purpose. Details at menalive.org.au 

Register your intention to travel with us 
adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Strategic alignment: Annual plan - Mens' retreat. 
menALIVE Catholic Mens' Ministry are hosting their annual 

retreat at the Edmund Rice Centre, Lower Plenty,  
Melbourne 10-12 October 2025. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased:  

David Phillips; Christopher Rankin; Joy Teves
-Yap; Fr Ronald Mollison; Therese Baggaley; 
Peter O’Reilly; Marilyn Graham; Carmel 
Vosper; Carolyn Bushell. 
And these anniversaries: Giacomo (Jim) 
Regano; Lenida Gingco; Marcelina Canta; Potenciana 
Sueta; Simeona Umali Olave; Bradley Wenceslaus. 
Please pray for these unwell: Margaret Jabore; Anne 
Chandler; Maria Carnay; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; 
Richard Faith; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas;  
Caraline Wilson; Susan King; Ian Gillespie; George Er-
bacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Josiah Jones; Jaelyn Jones; Eliana Roberts. 

Prayers 

The Community Life Hospitality 
Ministry invites you to the              
St James Community Market (10th August Parish Hall). 
Time: after 9am mass – 2pm. Come and join us for your 
annual clean out. Rent a stall ($10 or $15) and sell any 
items that you no longer need but are still in good condition. 
Turn them into a little profit. Contact Melissa 0416003083 
(WhatsApp available). Details front page of bulletin. 

 
Friends of St Augustine have produced their 

AMICI newsletter for Winter 2025.  
They have emailed this to their members.  

A couple of copies available at side  
entrance. Details to contact on last page of 

the newsletter. 

 

An invitation from Social Justice Catholic Social Teaching 
course starting 4th August. The ACBC Office for Justice, 
Ecology and Peace has collaborated with the Broken Bay 
Institute to offer a short 8 week course in Catholic Social 
Teaching. The next course starts August 4th. For more  
information, visit https://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/courses-
cornerstones/catholic-social-justice-teaching/ 

 

Thank you Clare 
for all that you 
have done for   

St James Young 
Adult Ministry—
you have been a 

shining light and a wonderful presence here. 

 

Worship 

Adult Faith Formation 

Community Life  

Planned Giving for the Week of 13 July 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$770.30 $290 $490 $220 $1,770.30  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$611.75 $245 $390 $220 $1,466.75  
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Seventeenth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 27th July) 

First Reading  Genesis 18: 20-32 Lord, do not be angry if I speak. 
Second Reading Colossians 2: 12-14 He has made you alive with Christ for he has forgiven all 
our sins. 
Gospel Reading Luke 11: 1-13 Ask, and it will be given to you. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters July 19 / 20 Romy + Christy                 July 26 / 27 June + Kate  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + Clare) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

17th Sunday 
Ordinary 
27th July 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Libby C n/a Jan Q 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Patricia McK June S 

LECTORS Sylvia P Trish R Pat M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Anne S 
Lorie R 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Karla V 
Denis McI 
Shadi A 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Chelsey/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Ana Leo Kenisha 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm.  

                                 Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  
MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 1st August at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 1st August at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 27th July at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 7.30 pm (Praise 
& Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register to 

FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR code  

Scan to view readings 
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