
 

ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND KNOW 

CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, AND 
SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection  
Strangely, despite being in Ordinary Time again, the  
lectionary temporarily departs from the gospel of Matthew 
and today’s reading is from the gospel of John. Given that 
last week’s reading was the Matthean account of the  
baptism of Christ we must assume that there is a deliberate 
purpose in the choice of reading for today. Indeed, the three 
readings for today give a very specific slant to the baptism 
and mission of Jesus. The readings from Isaiah and Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians emphasise that God’s salvation is for 
all the world, not just the people of Israel. We find this also in 
the gospel when John the Baptist  
declares, ‘there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world’. It is the sin ‘of the world’ that Jesus takes away; 
that is, all humankind. This was a tough concept for the Jews 
whose relationship with God was grounded in the concept of 
being the ‘chosen people’; a people set apart. It continues to 
be a difficult concept for many Christian people today who 
struggle with the notion that God’s love and mercy are so 
extravagant that they are poured out for absolutely anyone 
and everyone. Some Christians like to maintain an ‘us and 
them’ approach to their faith and think that if you’re not one of 
‘us’ then salvation will be denied by God.  
The role of John the Baptist in this passage is to be a wit-
ness; to point to Jesus and say ‘He is the one!’ Lots of us 
need the affirmation and direction provided by another person 
before we are ready to commit to a new direction in our lives. 
John gives the crowd confidence and effectively hands over 
to Jesus the authority that the crowd had perceived in him. 

Living the Gospel – Pointing the way 
John the Baptist fills the role of ‘pointing the way’ to Jesus. In 
our own lives we also have the ability to ‘point the way’      
towards Jesus. It doesn’t need to be as blatant as John’s 
‘Look, there he is!’ However, the way we choose to live our 
life can point the way just as powerfully as John did. More 
often than not, our actions speak much more powerfully than 
any words we might utter. Consistently treating others with respect, maintaining prayer as a central part of life and working for 
justice in the world will make an impression on others and point the way to Jesus. 

Scriptural context – Baptism of Jesus 
Each of the three synoptic gospels (Mark, Luke and Matthew) presents an account of the baptism of Jesus. All three  
versions record the Spirit descending in the form of a dove. In the fourth gospel, it is interesting that the gospel writer does not 
actually give an account of the baptism as by the time of this gospel’s writing the story is well entrenched in the Christian       
culture. Instead of a baptism account, John the Baptist appears to recall the event. Rather than needing to  
describe the event, this gospel writer treats it as a given and simply refers to it. 

WEEKEND: Saturday Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
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RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30—5.30pm  
PERPETUAL ADORATION: will return February 2026.  
(Tuesdays 8.30am till 5pm currently) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Anointing Mass 6th February 2026 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th February 2026 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 25th January 2026 at 4pm 
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),  
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: continues 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin:  
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/   

Mass + Services 

© Greg Sunter Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive 
experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, 
and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young 
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AUSTRALIA DAY MASS & CELEBRATION here at St James: Monday 26th January 2026 at 10am; lunch at 
12pm; close at 3pm. Salamat Po! A celebration of gratitude to Australia in prayers and songs. FREE EVENT. 
All welcome. Use QR code for cater please. See information on church doors. (National Australia Day Council) 
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Sunday 18 Jan 2026 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
First Reading Isaiah 49:3. 5-6 I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends 
of the earth. 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I shall be glorified’; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God was my strength. 
And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather 
Israel to him: 
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv.8. 9.Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 The grace and peace of God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send greet-
ings to the church of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to 
take their place among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for 
he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send 
you grace and peace. 
 
Gospel John 1:29-34 This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world. 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that takes 
away the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke of when I said: A man is coming after 
me who ranks before me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and 
yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ John also declared, ‘I 
saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not 
know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The man on 
whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the 
Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Ac-
clamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  
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3rd Sunday Ordinary (Year A) 25th January  
First Reading Isaiah 8: 23—9: 3 In the Galilean 

country, the people have seen a great light. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17 I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up 
the differences between you. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 4: 12-23 He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of Isaiah be  
fulfilled.                                              www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
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I waited, I waited for the Lor  
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my 
mouth, 
praise of our God.  

You do not ask for sacrifice and 
offerings,  
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and 
victim. 
Instead, here am I.  

In the scroll of the book it 
stands written  
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart.  

Your justice I have proclaimed
 in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. 


