
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The twin parables of today’s gospel – the treasure in the field and the pearl of great value – reveal a paradoxical truth 
about the kingdom of Heaven. Throughout the gospels, Jesus presents the kingdom as ‘now but not yet’; as ‘present 

but future’. This paradox is captured in these twin 
parables. In both cases, the kingdom is likened to 
something of great value that is discovered but  

cannot be immediately grasped. In both parables, 
the finder must go away and sell everything so that 
they can eventually come to possess the treasure 
they have discovered. 

By comparing this experience with the kingdom of 
Heaven, Jesus suggests that most of us can only 
ever catch glimpses of what it means to live in the 
kingdom. For most of us, only in the future reality of 
heaven will we ever fully come to understand the 
kingdom. However, those glimpses that we catch – 
those moments of inspiration and connection with 
God and with one another – are like the treasures of 
the parables. They are enough to inspire us to do 
what it takes to make sure that we will one day enter 
into that kingdom reality. 

The third parable of this gospel passage reveals yet 
another truth about the kingdom. The dragnet thrown 
into the sea is like the message of Jesus – it is flung 
far and wide and does not discriminate about where 
it falls or on whom it falls. This parable rounds out 
the chapter that began with the parable of the sower 
and the image of casting the net is a neat parallel to 
the indiscriminate casting of seed. It is not up to the 
one who casts the net, the seed or the Word. Rather 
it is up to each individual to determine how they will 
respond to receiving the Word. 

Gospel Focus – The Kingdom is like… 
Throughout the gospels, Jesus consistently uses the 
figures of speech of simile and metaphor to describe 
the kingdom. He never directly describes the       
kingdom. It is always described as being like some 
situation or person or as if… This figurative use of 

language means that we have no single clear picture of what the kingdom is like but we do have a multitude of       
metaphors and descriptions. This style of description adds to the paradoxical nature of the kingdom – it is like many 
things yet we don’t really know what it is like at all. 

Have you thought? Interpretation  
In today’s passage the gospel writer appears to describe himself: ‘every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom 
of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ It is a fantastic description 
of what it means to be an interpreter of the gospel. To interpret scripture, one must draw on what is old; applying      
understandings of the text in its original context and its original audience. But one must also draw on what is new;     
making connections between that original setting and the context in which it is being read today. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-
ture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

Friends of St Augustine (FOSA) Weekly prayer taken from Augustine’s writings in a booklet, “Augustine Day by Day”, 
compiled by the late Fr. John E. Rotelle, O.S.A.- an American Augustinian. 
26th July 
God, be my inheritance; I love You totally. With all my heart, with all my mind I love You. 
Sermons 334, 3 

Welcome to our 9am Multicultural Mass celebrating our diverse cultures. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

17th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 26th July) 
First Reading 1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12 You have asked for wisdom. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, 
my God, you have made your servant king in succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in 
leadership. Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so many its 
numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, 
for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. 
‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your ene-
mies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise 
and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97 Lord, I love your commands. 
 

Second Reading Romans 8: 28—30 He predestined us to become true images of his Son. 
We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those who love him, with all 
those that he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose specially long ago and 
intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He 
called those he intended for this; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his 
glory. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 13: 44-52 He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which someone 
has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great 
value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. 
When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket 
and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear 
and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who becomes a disciple 
of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

This Sunday's Readings 

My part, I have resolved, O 
Lord,  
is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth 
means more to me 
than silver and gold.  

Let your love be ready to console 
me  
by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come to me and I 
shall live 
for your law is my delight.  

That is why I love your  
commands  
more than finest gold. 
That is why I rule my life by 
your precepts: 
I hate false ways.  

Your will is wonderful indeed;  
therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word 
gives light 
and teaches the simple.  

 

Handmaids of the Lord is a 
women's group, charismatic  
community for women over 
40. We have parishioners 
who belong and invite you 
to attend this Christian Life 
Program. 7 weeks starting 
midday on Sundays from 
2nd August (St Catherine’s 
Wishart). See side  
entrance/ church doors for 
information. 

QCMF 2026 Queensland Catholic Music Festival (Villanova College + St James Church & Hall) 
- INVITATION 
Parishioners are reminded that St James Church and Hall will be used as venues during the Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music     
Festival (Thursday evening 13th August - Sunday 16th August).  Thank you to the Parish and School for your co-operation and the use of facilities 
during the festival.  Please come and join us at St James and Villanova College to hear some great instrumental music and choral singing. Day and 
Festival Passes available for purchase at the door or on the QCMF website www.qcmf.com.au/ 
- CHANGES TO BE AWARE OF 
* Friday 14th August – 8am Mass ONLY (NO usual 9am Mass and NO Vigil Mass for Assumption) 
* Saturday 15th August – 8am Mass ONLY for Assumption, 4.30pm Reconciliation CANCELLED 
* Kirkland Ave will be one-way direction from Cornwall St to Old Cleveland Rd (No Entry to Kirkland Ave 
from Old Cleveland Rd) 
- PARISH FOOD STALL + COFFEE TRUCK Saturday + Sunday, come along and help. 
Contact Doreen or Christine (9am mass to get more information). 
- CAR PARKING  
* Car parking restrictions will apply for Friday 8am Mass (14th August), Saturday 8am & 6pm Masses (15th 
August) and Sunday 7am & 9am Masses (16th August) 
* The car park in front of the church and the priory will be OPEN for Masses as per usual. 
* The front car park will CLOSE approximately 15 minutes after the conclusion of Friday 8am, Saturday 8am & Sunday 9am Masses. 
* There will be no parking in the school grounds, behind the church, during the festival.  
The QCMF Organising Committee - St James Venue 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JULY 2026 
27 Monday children Session One FHC in the church 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
31 Friday 9am mass 
AUGUST 2026 
1 / 2 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 18th Sunday  
Ordinary; Baptisms; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); 
Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
3 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion in the 
church at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
7 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
8 Saturday 8am mass St Mary of the Cross Mackillop 
8 / 9 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 19th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptism prepara-
tion session;  Presentation of the Creed church. 
10 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 

We welcome our children who are 
taking part in Sacrament program 
of First Holy Communion.  During 
9am mass they have their Rite of 
Enrolment. We pray for them and 
their families on their faith journey.  

 

Next Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Study   - LUKE: 
THE STORY OF SALVATION FULFILLED is scheduled to 
begin in the First Week of September… St James Priory 
from Friday 4th September at 6.30 pm the course will run 
for 8 Sessions with a break in Week 5 of the Course ending 
on Friday 30th October. More details to come. 

 

Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop— 
Saturday 8th August—8am mass at St James church. 

 

Date Claimer—Friends of St Augustine 2026 National 
Lay Congress. You are warmly invited. Creating a future 
with resilience and joy—see side table for details and     
pricing. 9-11 October 2026 at St Joseph’s Parish, 30  
Fitzgerald St, South Yarra. Contact Judith 0417309747 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Neil Pokarier; Leo 

Yenneos; Elisabeth Cortezano; Barry  
Cunningham; Jim Mangleson; Esther Romano; 
Freddie Principe; Paula Timbal; Agripino Prado; 
Frank Galluzzo; Kevin Kramer. 
And these anniversaries: Giacomo (Jim) Regano; Kathleen 
Ryan; Simeona Olave; Tomas Canlas;  Mary O’Connor; Joe 
Muller; Andrew Hovan; Franjo Miholic; David Phillips; Ida 
Susin; Jan West; Gina O’Reilly;  Mae Berdin-Salundaguit. 
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Sandra Daub-
ney; Heema Rashad; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rose-
mary Ting; Elena Tolo; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; 
Clive McKeown; John McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan 
Grant; May Hillotedt; John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gilles-
pie; Benedict Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz 
Tibayan. 

Prayers 

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 2026: NO ONE 
CHOOSES TO BE HOMELESS 

More and more people are at risk of losing a safe 
and secure place to call home. 
It is critical to prevent homelessness in the first 
place by providing early intervention supports and assistance. 
Funds raised through the Vinnies QLD Winter Appeal will     
directly support our core programs, providing vital assistance 
to people experiencing or at risk of homelessness, poverty, 
and cost-of-living pressures. 
If you wish to give a financial donation, envelopes for this 
purpose will be available at the door or on the pews. 
Alternatively - You may wish to make a direct deposit to: 
BSB                     064786 
ACCT                  100026564 
ACCT NAME       SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo: 
Please include your name in transaction description for 
Receipt purposes. THANK YOU for your generous support. 

 

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 19 July 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  $973.35 $357 $570 $1,900.35  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100018086  $877.45 $347 $570 $1,794.45  

VOLUNTEERS

Begins 17 August 7-9pm Hanly Room, Cathedral. 
Find out more / register: tinyurl.com/ACCFMod4  

Side entrance has brochures for your convenience. 



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

18th Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 2nd August) 

First Reading Isaiah 55: 1-3 Hasten and eat. 
Second Reading Romans 8: 35, 37-39 No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 14: 13-21 They all ate and were satisfied. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  July 25 / 26 Paul + Cecilia                    August 1 / 2 Sylvia + parish staff                

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

18th Sunday 
Ordinary 

2nd August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Chris + Sylvia n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Pat W … Pat M 

LECTORS Helen D Trish R Mirielle M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Rosemarie Y 
... 
Lorie R 

Jan L 
Barbara DeP 
Christy U 

Mel N 
Maria N 
Jaque S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon /Trish  June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Loida Roland Ian Gian 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th August at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th August. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August at 1pm on this occasion.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

