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Gospel Reflection

In today’s gospel, Jesus provides his disciples, and all
Christians, with a model for prayer. In keeping with this
modelling by Jesus, it is significant that the Lord’s Prayer, or
Our Father, is the common prayer of all Christians,

regardless of denomination.

The parable and teaching that follow the Lord’s Prayer make
clear the particular purpose of prayer that Jesus was highlight-
ing — prayer as petition. In this instance, Jesus assures us that
if we pray for what we need with conviction and confidence,
then God cannot fail to respond to our prayer. Jesus in fact
encourages us to be demanding and persistent in our prayer.
However, the parable used to demonstrate the persistent
nature of prayer is not focused on demands for selfish
purposes, but rather the neighbour needs assistance in fulfilling
his obligations of hospitality to a traveller. He is not waking his
neighbour in the middle of the night to ask for bread for himself;
he asks for bread to give to his guest. He asks for help to fulfil |
his duty and responsibility. This gives us something of an idea
about how we might focus our prayer. Praying for a pony or
new bike isn’t quite in the same league!
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© Jean Denton flock.pastoralcenter.com

“To the one who knocks,
the door will be opened.”

The final element of the gospel passage provides us with a Sheepish Question:
description of God'’s love and care by something of a negative ~ What doors have I been knocking on that God
comparison: if human parents would not do harm instead of seems not to want to open?

good to their children, God is even less likely to act like this

towards us. It’s a bit of an odd way around of saying that God’s love is greater than anything within our
experience or imagination.

Living the Gospel — Ask, Search, Knock

Jesus says in the gospel, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened to you.” The actions of asking, searching and knocking are means by which we initiate the encounter
with God. If we don’t ask, search and knock, how is anyone (including God) to know our needs or know what it
is that we are searching for. Particularly in our spiritual lives, it is only through the search and the knocking on
the doors of different experiences that we ever come closer to finding answers.

Gospel Focus — Relationship

A crucial aspect of prayer is the attitude with which we view God. We trust in God’s character that it is not a
pointless exercise to ask for something. We trust that God is even more loving than a parent who tries to give
their child what they need. If we did not make these basic assumptions about God, there would be little point in
prayer. When our prayer lives falter at times, perhaps we need to first check out our relationship with God and
our attitude towards God before trying to fix’ the ways we pray.

© Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience
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LT o le VAR GE Lo [[a]e [l Seventeenth Sunday Ordinary Time
(Year C 27th July)

First Reading Genesis 18: 20-32 Lord, do not be angry if | speak.

The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! | propose to go
down and see whether or not they have done all that is alleged in the outcry against them that has come up to me. | am
determined to know.’

The men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Approaching him he said, ‘Are
you really going to destroy the just man with the sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town. Will you really over-
whelm them, will you not spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not think of doing such a thing: to kill the just man
with the sinner, treating just and sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not administer justice ?’
The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom | find fifty just men in the town, | will spare the whole place because of them.’

Abraham replied, ‘| am bold indeed to speak like this to my Lord, | who am dust and ashes. But perhaps the fifty just men
lack five: will you destroy the whole city for five?’ ‘No’, he replied ‘I will not destroy it if | find forty-five just men there.” Again
Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.’ ‘l will not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the forty.’

Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps there will only be thirty there.” ‘I will
not do it’ he replied ‘if | find thirty there.” He said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there will only be twenty
there.” ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.” He said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry if | speak once
more: perhaps there will only be ten.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’

Responsorial Psalm 137:1-3. 6-8. R. v.3 On the day I called for help, you answered me.

| thank you, Lord, with all my | thank you for your faithfulness | The Lord is high yet he looks on You stretch out your hand
heart, and love the lowly and save me,

you have heard the words of my | which excel all we ever knew of | and the haughty he knows from your hand will do all things
mouth. you. afar. for me.

Before the angels | will bless On the day | called, you an- Though | walk in the midst of afflic- | Your love, O Lord, is eter-
you. swered; tion nal,

| will adore before your holy tem- | you increased the strength of my | you give me life and frustrate my discard not the work of your
ple. soul. foes. hands.

Second Reading Colossians 2: 12-14 He has made you alive with Christ for he has forgiven all our sins.

You have been buried with Christ, when you were baptised; and by baptism, too, you have been raised up with him
through your belief in the power of God who raised him from the dead. You were dead, because you were sinners and had
not been circumcised: he has brought you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our sins.

He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of the debt that we had to pay; he has done away with it by nailing
it to the cross.

Gospel Reading Luke 11: 1-13 Ask, and it will be given to you.

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John taught his disciples.’” He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray:

“Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come;

give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us.

And do not put us to the test.”

He also said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, “My friend, lend
me three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my house and | have nothing to offer him”; and
the man answers from inside the house, “Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children and | are in bed; |
cannot get up to give it to you.” | tell you, if the man does not get up and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence will
be enough to make him get up and give his friend all he wants.

‘So | say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. For
the one who asks always receives; the one who searches always finds; the one who knocks will always have the door
opened to him. What father among you would hand his son a stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake in-
stead of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to give your children
what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’
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© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
?y
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Please pray for recently ]
deceased: Mariano Itable; Maria
Carnay; Christopher Rankin; Edgardo Diaz;
Albert Kessler; David Phillips; Joy Teves-Yap;
Fr Ronald Mollison; Therese Baggaley; Peter O’Reilly;
Marilyn Graham.
And these anniversaries: Janette Wenceslaus; Giacomo
(Jim) Regano; Lenida Gingco; Marcelina Canta; Potenciana
Sueta; Simeona Umali Olave; Bradley Wenceslaus.
Please pray for these unwell: Fr Gerald Pedrera;
Margaret Jabore; Anne Chandler; Renae Maguire; Sylvia
Wilson; Richard Faith; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon
Lucas; Caraline Wilson; Susan King; lan Gillespie; George
Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.
Please pray for these Baptismal children:

Josiah Jones; Jaelyn Jones; Eliana Roberts.
underatanding of no
understanding of how Adult Faith Formation

Catholics read and interpret the Bible? Join us for
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'JULV 2025

28 Monday children Confirmation Session 2 in the church 6pm
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

AUGUST 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR)
August / September Quarterly Drive Emmanuel City Mission
Helen on Annual Leave till 13 August

1 Friday 9am Anointing mass

2/ 3 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 18" Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal prepa-
ration session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays @ 9am mass.

3 Sunday — Presentation of the Creed (Confirmation children)
within Mass in the church 9am.

4 Monday — Confirmation children Session 3 in the church 6pm.
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Module 2 of the Catholic Formation series - Understanding,
Praying and Living the Scriptures. HUB: St James Priory
Mondays 7pm - 9pm commencing 4th August 2025 for
10 weeks. $150pp. Register with Adult Faith Formation
team at adultfaithformation.stiames@gamail.com See
church doors + flyer at side entrance to the church.

Do

Throughout 2025 we will bless our parishioners during our
1st Sunday masses (Vigil, 7am and 9am) when they have
their birthdays or wedding anniversaries during that month.

R Oe
Helen on Annual Leave from 14th July—12th August.

ROe
QUEENSLAND CATHOLIC Queensland Catholic
SCHOOLS & COLLEGES Music Festival 2025

NMS(‘:C?M‘? (Villanova and

» St James Church + Hall)
- INVITATION

14th—17th August 2025.
Parishioners are reminded that St James Church and Hall
will be used as venues during the Queensland Catholic
Schools and Colleges Music Festival (Thursday evening
14th August - Sunday 17th August). Thank you to the
Parish and School for your co-operation and the use of
facilities during the festival. Please come and join us at St
James and Villanova College to hear some great instru-
mental music and choral singing. Day and Festival Passes
available for purchase at the door or on the QCMF website
www.qgcmf.com.au/
- INVITATION VOLUNTEERING
We are always looking for volunteers to help during the
festival. There are a number of ways to help out.
Login - QCMF Volunteering
https://qcmfvolunteering.com.au/login
The QCMF Organising Committee - St James Venue

RIOe
Adult Faith Formation Calling all Men
from St James Parish! menALIVE MAX25
Designed to inspire, challenge, and energize you to grow in
faith and purpose. Details at menalive.org.au

4 Monday 7-9pm Catholic Formation Module 2 Priory dining
With the St James Community

Market (10th August Parish Hall) kb Al

just around the corner, there are slight changes to our
Cuppa schedule: We will have Cuppa on TODAY Sunday
27th July after 9am mass and Sunday 10th August after
9am mass (not 1st Sunday of the month).

Do

Friends of St Augustine have produced their
AMICI newsletter for Winter 2025.

Copies available at side entrance.

RO
The Australian Catholic Bishops

Conference (ACBC) 2025-2026
Launch "Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving People
Living in Homelessness and Mental Ill-Health” will be at
St James Parish Hall on Wednesday 20th August at
6.30pm. See church doors. All very welcome to attend.
Those interested in the Cherbourg Day Trip, Wednesday
27th August is the decided date. Place this in your diary.
Email Dan Socialjusticeoutreach.stiames@gmail.com
Luminous Parade 1st August and Reconciliation Dinner

5th September invitations—see church doors / noticeboard.

RIOe
Be the Hands of Christ: Visit the Sick in Hospital
Do you feel called to bring comfort, hope, and companion-
ship to those who are ill and to the dying? Join Centacare’s
hospital pastoral carers community and share Christ’s love
through this simple, yet powerful Ministry of Presence.
We are looking for compassionate individuals to visit
Catholic patients in hospital — offering prayer, a kind word,
and giving your undivided attention to another person in
difficult times, which is the purest form of generosity
(Simone Weil).
Training and support and ongoing formation provided.
Available placements at The Prince Charles, RBWH and
The Wesley
“l was sick and you visited me.” — Matthew 25:36
To find out more please contact Centacare
Phone: Director of Pastoral Ministries, 33243193
Email: judy.norris@bne.centacare.net.au

Planned Giving for the

Week of 20 July 2025

L E | Direct D ti

Collection Account numbers [n°o‘iS§er382§}’ [pngg%%e]s Dggﬁ ng ation Total
1°! Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB: 064 786 $791.55 $210 $145 $180 $1,326.55
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $475.90 $300 $185 $180 $1,140.90
Account #: 100018086
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal
Liz Pashen —APRE

Phone: (07) 3457 1100
Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

Ministry Teams—get involved...

We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Children & Families (Brent)

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA
pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au

Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Families.stiames@gmail.com

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA

sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au

Trish Rashad
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Worship (Amor)
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm

Young Adults (Thesi + )

Worshipandliturgy.stiames@gmail.com

Parish Secretary Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com

Helen Cole

Business Manager ] ) Adult Faith Formation
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

t ] Adultfaithformation.stiames@gmail.com
(David, Andreina, Darren)

Lauchlan Moore )
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com

Parish Council

S Hospitality & Community Life
Chairperson

1 Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com
(Jaquie, Melissa)

Safeguarding Officer

Counters

Isr.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan

% Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com
1st Sunday of month 10.45am

Meet in the Priory Dining Room

July 26 / 27 June + Kate August 2 / 3 Karleen + Sandra

Next week 18th Sunday VIGIL
Next week | Ordinary | SATURDAY Speinsid SUNDAY

3 August | 6PM 9AM
CHOIR Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F
COMMENTATOR Frank F Clare B Ray M
LECTORS Ron S Patricia McK June S
EXTRAORDINARY Jan L Jaque S
MINISTERS OF Collette S Barb DeP (away) Denis Mcl
COMMUNION Rosemarie Y Romy U John W
ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Chelsey/ Doreen
POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon / Trish | Matthew A
WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Adriana Jaque Peter Colomba
COLLECTORS Please send your names tous | David / Stuart / David / John | Please send your names to us

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)

All Parishioners [l
Please register

Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com to FLOCKNOTE
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 1st August at 9am. using this QR
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 1st August at 7.30pm. code

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 31st August at 4pm.

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| Next 5unday's Readings Eighteenth Sunday Ordinary Time
(Year C 3rd August)

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1: 2; 2: 21-23 What do people gain by all their work?
Second Reading Matthew 5: 3 Seek the things that are above where Christ is.
Gospel Reading Luke 12: 13-21 To whom will all this wealth of yours go?
www.stiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
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