
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The response of today’s psalm is an excellent summary of the theme that runs throughout today’s readings: The hand 
of the Lord feeds us: he answers all our needs. The compassion of 
God is foremost in these readings – recognising need within the peo-
ple and responding with an overflowing abundance. In the gospel, the 
abundant response of God is the miraculous feeding of more than five 
thousand people with twelve baskets full of leftovers.  

As it became late in the day, the disciples wanted Jesus to send the 
people away to the nearby villages so that they could buy food for 
themselves. But Jesus is moved with compassion for the people. He 
knows that as it is now evening they probably won’t be allowed to enter 
any of the local villages and, even if they were, they probably didn’t 
have money with which to buy food. So it is compassionate care that 
moves Jesus to act. Remember, he had tried to get away from the 
crowds to spend some private time mourning the death of John the 
Baptist. He was entitled to be frustrated and angry with them for intrud-
ing on his grief. Instead, when they tracked him down, he went ashore 
and healed them and taught them. When it came to the evening he 
went one step further in his compassion and made sure that all were 
fed.  

At the time of writing, the gospel writer knew that his audience would 
be familiar with the Eucharistic meal. The words and actions of Jesus 
in this miraculous feeding event foreshadow the events of the Last 
Supper: he took the bread and fish, gave thanks, broke the bread, and 
gave it to the disciples to distribute. This event is a Eucharistic one just 
as much as the Last Supper. 

Living the Gospel – Grieving John 
The passage begins with Jesus receiving the news that his cousin, John the Baptist’s death. In response, Jesus imme-
diately withdraws to a lonely place where he can be alone with his disciples. His response to this terrible news is to 
take time out. He wants to go away to a quiet, lonely place to pray and grieve. He doesn’t just take the news in his 
stride and carry on regardless; he steps back from the busy-ness of life to mourn. It’s a lesson for us in times of stress 
and grief: the response Jesus models is to take time to grieve the loss. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 

 

Congratulations on our wonderful St James Day & Multicultural Mass with Celebrations afterwards... 
See our parish website for more photos— stjames-coorparoo.org.au/photo-gallery.html  
Also MultiCultural Mass at St James Church, Coorparoo + celebration afterwards video... 
Scan QR code to watch 2 minute video. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

18th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 2nd August) 
First Reading Isaiah 55: 1-3 Hasten and eat. 

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat and rich food to enjoy. 
Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live. 
With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to David. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16 (R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us: he answers all our needs. 

Second Reading Romans 8: 35, 37-39 No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ. 
Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being 
persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials 
through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us. 
For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still 
to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between us 
and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 14: 13-21 They all ate and were satisfied. 
When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place 
where they could be by themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, went 
after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them and 
healed their sick. 
When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time has 
slipped by; so send the people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some 
food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them something to eat yourselves.’ 
But they answered, ‘All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me,’ he 
said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves 
and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he 
handed them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, 
and they collected the scraps remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate numbered about five 
thousand men, to say nothing of women and children. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

This Sunday's Readings 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures.  

The eyes of all creatures look to you  
and you give them their food in due time. 
You open wide your hand, 
grant the desires of all who live.  

The Lord is just in all his ways  
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
call on him from their hearts.  

QCMF 2026 Queensland Catholic Music Festival  
(Villanova College + St James Church & Hall) 

- INVITATION 
Parishioners are reminded that St James Church and Hall will be used as venues   
during the Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music     Festival (Thursday 
evening 13th August - Sunday 16th August).  Thank you to the Parish and School for 
your co-operation and the use of facilities during the festival.  Please come and join us 
at St James and Villanova College to hear some great instrumental music and choral 
singing. Day and Festival Passes available for purchase at the door or on the QCMF website www.qcmf.com.au/ 
- CHANGES TO BE AWARE OF 
* Friday 14th August – 8am Mass ONLY (NO usual 9am Mass and NO Vigil Mass for Assumption) 
* Saturday 15th August – 8am Mass ONLY for Assumption, 4.30pm Reconciliation CANCELLED 
* Kirkland Ave will be one-way direction from Cornwall St to Old Cleveland Rd (No Entry to Kirkland Ave from Old Cleve-
land Rd) 
- PARISH FOOD STALL + COFFEE TRUCK Saturday + Sunday, come along and help. 
Contact Doreen or Christine (9am mass to get more information). 
- CAR PARKING  
* Car parking restrictions will apply for Friday 8am Mass (14th August), Saturday 8am & 6pm Masses (15th August) and 
Sunday 7am & 9am Masses (16th August) 
* The car park in front of the church and the priory will be OPEN for Masses as per usual. 
* The front car park will CLOSE approximately 15 minutes after the conclusion of Friday 8am, Saturday 8am & Sunday 
9am Masses. 
* There will be no parking in the school grounds, behind the church, during the festival.  
The QCMF Organising Committee - St James Venue 

Friends of St Augustine (FOSA) Weekly prayer taken from Augustine’s writings in a booklet, “Augustine Day by Day”, 
compiled by the late Fr. John E. Rotelle, O.S.A.- an American Augustinian. 
2nd August 
Lord, help us, so that a change may be achieved in us, and we may find You ready to offer Yourself for the      
enjoyment of those who love You. 
Sermon 311, 14-15 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 2026 
3 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion in the 
church at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
7 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
8 Saturday 8am mass St Mary of the Cross Mackillop 
8 / 9 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 19th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptism prepara-
tion session;  Presentation of the Creed church. 
10 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
12 Wednesday EKKA public holiday 
14 Friday 9am mass – moved to 8am mass for QCMF 
14 – 16 Thurs - Sun QCMF music festival St James and Villano-
va College 
15 / 16 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 20th Sunday Or-
dinary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms; 

Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop— 
Saturday 8th August—8am mass at St James church. 

 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Elizabeth Cortezano; 

Luca Warren; Neil Pokarier; Leo Yenneos; Barry 
Cunningham; Jim Mangleson; Esther Romano; 
Freddie Principe; Paula Timbal. 
And these anniversaries: Constantine Fernandez; Anthony 
Darcy; Lourdes & Dioscoro Pantia; P. S. Alankaram; Janette 
Wenceslaus; Giacomo (Jim) Regano; Kathleen Ryan. 
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Sandra Daub-
ney; Heema Rashad; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rose-
mary Ting; Elena Tolo; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; 
Clive McKeown; John McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan 
Grant; May Hillotedt; John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gilles-
pie; Benedict Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz 
Tibayan. 

Prayers 

 

Handmaids of the Lord is a women's group, charismatic  
community for women over 40. We have parishioners who 
belong and invite you to attend this Christian Life Program. 
7 weeks starting midday on Sundays from 2nd August (St 
Catherine’s Wishart). See side entrance/ church doors. 

Planned Giving for the Week 26th July 2026  
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

Credit 
card 

 

Total  

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  

 
$1,049 

 
$225 $555 $225 $2,054  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786    Account #: 100005891  

 
$666.05 

 
$325 $555 $405 $1,951.05  

VOLUNTEERS

Begins 17 August 7-9pm Hanly Room, Cathedral. 
Find out more / register: tinyurl.com/ACCFMod4  

Side entrance has brochures for your convenience. 



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

19th Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 9th August) 

First Reading 1 Kings 19: 9, 11-13 Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God. 
Second Reading Romans 9: 1-5 I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 14: 22-33 Command me to come to you over the water. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  August 1 / 2 Sylvia + parish staff                 August 8 / 9 Lorie + Lea                        

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Melissa, Ana) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

19th Sunday 
Ordinary 

9th August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Carina Family n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Clare B Pat M 

LECTORS Pat W Colin C YAM 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Sylvia P 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Christine U-M 
Denis McI 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon /Trish  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th August at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th August. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August at 1pm on this occasion.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

