
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
I don’t know that we’ve ever properly understood the significance of the disciples in the gospels; our attention is always 
focused on Jesus. The disciples certainly got the inside running on all of Jesus’ teachings; they witnessed the         
miracles; and were themselves empowered to carry on the work of Jesus. They can be seen as the prototypes for all 
the followers of Jesus that have come since. When we read the gospel stories we can perhaps place ourselves in the 
position of James or John or Peter or Andrew. 

To be a disciple to a rabbi was not just to be a supporter or an interested bystander. To be a disciple was to hungrily 
learn from your rabbi. The fact that all of Jesus’ disciples were called from other walks of life means that no other rabbi 
had already chosen them. They had been passed over as not good enough to study with a rabbi. When they were 
called by Jesus it was an opportunity they would never have dreamed possible; of course they left everything and    
followed him.  

To be a disciple was effectively an apprenticeship to becoming a rabbi. To be discipled to a rabbi was to believe that 
you could do what your rabbi did. It is this belief that makes Peter get out of the boat. His rabbi is walking on the water 
and Peter believes that he can do what his rabbi does. And extraordinarily, Peter begins to walk on the water just like 
Jesus. It is only when he starts to think about what he’s doing that he sinks. When Jesus asks Peter, ‘Why did you 
doubt?’ he is asking Peter why he doubted himself. It wasn’t that Peter doubted Jesus; he doubted his own ability to be 
the equal of his rabbi! 

Historical Context – Separation 
The image of Jesus still ashore while the disciples battled against strong winds and rising seas must have been an 
evocative one for the Matthean community. Like the disciples, they were acutely aware of their separation from Jesus. 
Unlike the disciples, they were separated by time and the raging storm that beset them was a tide of suspicion and 
persecution. At times they felt the strength and courage of Peter to step out of the boat and be Jesus in their world, but 
at other times they doubted their own abilities. It is a message for the Church of the day and the Church of today. 

Living the Gospel – Christian 
What does it mean to describe oneself as a Christian today? A common understanding might be ‘one who follows the 
teachings of Jesus Christ’. Perhaps, based on the understanding of what it meant to be a disciple, we might better   
describe a Christian as one who learns from the teachings of Jesus and seeks to emulate the work of Jesus. That is, a 
Christian is someone who models their life on the example of Jesus and is the face of Jesus to others. That’s a     
tougher job description than just turning up to church once a week or putting a bumper sticker on your car. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regu-
lar speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, 
scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

19th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 9th August) 
First Reading 1 Kings 19: 9, 11-13 Go out and stand on the mountain before the 

Lord God. 
When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he was told, ‘Go 
out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it 
tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind came an 
earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. 
And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his 
cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 84:9-14. R. v.8 Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 

Second Reading Romans 9: 1-5 I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people. 
What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union with Christ – it is the truth – my conscience in union with the Holy    
Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: my sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would     
willingly be condemned and be cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They 
were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for them, 
and the promises were made to them. They are descended from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came 
Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 14: 22-33 Command me to come to you over the water. 
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he would send 
the crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling with a 
heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went towards them, walk-
ing on the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a 
ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! 
Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you 
across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards 
Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to 
sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you 
doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘Truly, 
you are the Son of God.’ 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, 

This Sunday's Readings 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land.  

Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven.  

The Lord will make us prosper  
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps.  

QCMF 2026 Queensland Catholic Music Festival  
(Villanova College + St James Church & Hall) 

- INVITATION 
Parishioners are reminded that St James Church and Hall will be used as venues   
during the Queensland Catholic Schools and Colleges Music Festival (Thursday    
evening 13th August - Sunday 16th August). Thank you to the Parish and School for 
your co-operation and the use of facilities during the festival. Please come and join us 
at St James and Villanova College to hear some great instrumental music and choral 
singing. Day and Festival Passes available for purchase at the door or on the QCMF website www.qcmf.com.au/ 
- CHANGES TO BE AWARE OF 
* Friday 14th August – 8am Mass ONLY (NO usual 9am Mass and NO Vigil Mass for Assumption) 
* Saturday 15th August – 8am Mass ONLY for Assumption, 4.30pm Reconciliation CANCELLED 
* Kirkland Ave will be one-way direction from Cornwall St to Old Cleveland Rd (No Entry to Kirkland Ave from Old Cleve-
land Rd) 
- PARISH FOOD STALL + COFFEE TRUCK Saturday + Sunday, come along and help. 
Contact Doreen or Christine (see them after Sunday 9am mass to volunteer). 
- CAR PARKING  
* Car parking restrictions will apply for Friday 8am Mass (14th August), Saturday 8am & 6pm Masses (15th August) and 
Sunday 7am & 9am Masses (16th August) 
* The car park in front of the church and the priory will be OPEN for Masses as per usual. 
* The front car park will CLOSE approximately 15 minutes after the conclusion of Friday 8am, Saturday 8am & Sunday 
9am Masses. 
* There will be NO PARKING in the school grounds, behind the church, during the festival.  
The QCMF Organising Committee - St James Venue 

The Augustinian (OSA) logo combines a book and a pierced heart. The imagery is directly tied to St Augustine’s 
famous declaration from the Confessions, where he reflects on the moment God's grace penetrated his soul: 
"Vulnerasti cor meum verbo tuo" (You have pierced my heart with your Word). The heart is a universal symbol of 
Augustine’s profound passion for God and intense love for his neighbours. The arrow or flame piercing it signifies 
how reading and meditating on the Word of God pierced Augustine's intellect, leading to his intellectual and spiritual 
conversion. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 2026 
9 Sunday Presentation of the Creed church. 
10 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
12 Wednesday EKKA public holiday 
14 Friday 9am mass – moved to 8am mass for QCMF 
14 – 16 Thurs/Sun QCMF music festival St James + Villanova 
College 
15 / 16 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 20th Sunday Or-
dinary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms; 
YAM cuppa after 9am mass postponed due to QCMF. 
17 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion in the 
church at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
21 Friday 9am mass 
22 / 23 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 21st Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms. 
24 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 

Funeral for Luca Warren (RCIA 2022) will be Monday 17th 
August 10am, here at St James church. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS Helena T on completing the  
Catholic Leader Intensive course led by the Archdiocese 
Ministries. Well done from all of us in the parish. 

 

The 2026 Annual Catholic Campaign will be held on the 
weekend of the 22nd and 23rd of August.  
Your support helps continue important works of care across 
the Archdiocese: supporting the formation of seminarians, 
assisting students and families experiencing hardship, and 
offering practical care to those on the margins.    

 

This past week has been  
Homelessness Week which aims to build community  
support and government commitment to end  
homelessness. It raises awareness about the causes and 
impacts of homelessness, and educates the community on 
how they can make a difference. 
Our next donation drive will be for Emmanuel City  
Mission from next weekend. More details to come. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Reg Dyer; Dean Wills;   

Fr Barry Grayson; Jim Lawson; Luca Warren;   
Elizabeth Cortezano; Neil Pokarier; Leo Yenneos; 
Barry Cunningham; Jim Mangleson. 
And these anniversaries: Marie O’Reilly; Henry Dis-
sanayake; Constantine Fernandez; Anthony Darcy; Lourdes 
& Dioscoro Pantia; P. S. Alankaram; Janette Wenceslaus. 
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Michael O’Reil-
ly; Sandra Daubney; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rose-
mary Ting; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; Clive McKeown; 
John McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan Grant; May Hillotedt; 
John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Benedict Rivera; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

QCMF * Friday 14th August – 8am Mass ONLY  
(NO usual 9am Mass and NO Vigil Mass for Assumption) 
* Saturday 15th August – 8am Mass ONLY for  
Assumption, 4.30pm Reconciliation CANCELLED. 
* Sunday 16th August – YAM cuppa after 9am mass 
postponed due to QCMF. 

     

Many thanks for your kind wishes on my recognition of 
15yrs service as parish secretary for our wonderful             
St James Parish, Coorparoo. I am proud to be an         
Augustinian presence in the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 
Vicar General Peter Dillon gave me my certificate and 
Pope Leo decided to visit too! (His cutout was being used 
to promote Catholic Mission and it was too good an       
opportunity to miss). 

 

Cuppa every first weekend after 9am mass—held by  
Community / Hospitality team. You’re invited to bring along 

Planned Giving for the Week of 2nd August 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  $866.90 $252 $490 $1,608.90  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100018086  $463.30 $242 $490 $1,195.30  

VOLUNTEERS

Social Justice  



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

20th Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 16th August) 

First Reading Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7 I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 
Second Reading Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32 The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 15: 21-28 Woman, you have great faith. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters                  August 8 / 9 Lorie + Lea                    August 15 / 16 Romy + Christie                                     

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Melissa, Ana) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

20th Sunday 
Ordinary 

16th August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Libby, Leo, Helen n/a Canossa Choir 

COMMENTATOR Frank F Barba DeP Melissa P 

LECTORS Ron S Clare B Leo B 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Marisol 
Paul D 
Anne S 

Jan L 
Heather L 
Romy U 

Karla V 
Priya 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon /Trish  Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Adriana Joselin Peter Colomba 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th August at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th August. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August at 1pm on this occasion.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

