
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel provides a fascinating illustration of Jesus’ response 
to those in need. Jesus has travelled to the area of Tyre and Sidon – 
part of modern day Lebanon. He was physically removing himself from 
the place of his very active ministry and taking a break. When the       
Canaanite woman approaches Jesus and his disciples, she is an inter-
ruption; a nuisance. Jesus is very abrupt with her. He tells her simply 
that his ministry is to the house of Israel – the Jews – and is not for her. 
But the woman is persistent and again asks Jesus to help her. Jesus is 
even more abrupt and tells her that it is not right to take the food of the 
children and throw it to the dogs. Through this use of metaphor, Jesus 
refers to the children of Israel (the Jews) and to the gentiles and pagans 
– sometimes referred to as ‘dogs’ to reflect their lowly status in the eyes 
of the Jewish tradition. Still the woman persists and turns Jesus’        
metaphor back on him, saying that even the dogs get to eat the scraps 
that fall from the table. 

The woman’s persistence and faith pay off. Jesus is moved by her faith 
and through that faith heals the woman’s daughter. Despite his initial 
abruptness and reluctance, Jesus responds with compassion to the 
woman’s request. It is as though she needed to demonstrate that she 
was really serious and that she did in fact believe that Jesus could make 
a difference in her life and the life of her daughter. This is an important 
story in Matthew’s gospel. This gospel was written predominantly for 
Jewish Christians but this story reveals that the ministry of Jesus and the 
reign of God is open to anyone who believes.  

From the perspective of ... A disciple. 
As we passed through a little village near Sidon this Canaanite woman suddenly started calling on the master to help 
her daughter. We all expected the master to help her out as usual but he really put her in her place! He told her that 
his ministry was not for pagans like her. That should have stopped her, but she kept on and on, even turning the    
master’s words back on him! She was so rude. We were about to push her out of the way so that the master could 
move on when he suddenly told her that her faith was great and that her daughter was better. Great faith?                          
A Canaanite? He never ceases to surprise us! 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regu-



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

20th Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 16th August) 
First Reading Isaiah 56: 1, 6-7 I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity be  
manifest. 
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his servants – all who 
observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make 
them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house will 
be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 O God, let all the nations praise you! 

Second Reading Romans 11: 13-15, 29-32 The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the  
purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant 
the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from the 
dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy  
because of their disobedience, so those who are disobedient now – and only 
because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God 
has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all 
mankind. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 15: 21-28 Woman, you have great faith. 
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out 
came a Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of 
David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered 
her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what 
she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up 
and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair 
to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah 
yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s 
table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish 
be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, 
the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
rights reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

O God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help.  

Let the nations be glad and exult  
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 2026 
14 – 16 Thurs/Sun QCMF music festival St James Church & Hall 
+ Villanova College 
15 / 16 NO Reconciliation; 20th Sunday Ordinary; (Saturday 
Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms; YAM cuppa after 
9am mass postponed due to QCMF. 
17 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion in the 
church at 6pm 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
21 Friday 9am mass 
22 / 23 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 21st Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms. 
24 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 
25 Aug—15 Sept Fr A away 
28 Friday 9am mass St Augustine  
29 Saturday 8am mass St Monica 
29 / 30 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 22nd Sunday 
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 

Funeral for Luca Warren (RCIA 2022) will be Monday 17th 
August 10am, here at St James church. 

 

The 2026 Annual Catholic Campaign will be held on the 
weekend of the 22nd and 23rd of August.  
Your support helps continue important works of care across 
the Archdiocese: supporting the formation of seminarians, 
assisting students and families experiencing hardship, and 
offering practical care to those on the margins.    

 

ST JAMES DANCE— Saturday 12th September at 
6.30pm in our parish hall. 
All welcome—$10 ticket. 
$5 ticket for Seniors and Children. 
Come along and join the fun! 
Ask A YAM member for more details :) 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Reg Dyer; Dean Wills;   

Fr Barry Grayson; Jim Lawson; Luca Warren;   
Elizabeth Cortezano; Neil Pokarier; Leo Yenneos; 
Barry Cunningham; Jim Mangleson. 
And these anniversaries: Joan Shapland; Lucy Lanzafame; 
Marie O’Reilly; Henry Dissanayake; Constantine Fernandez; 
Anthony Darcy; Lourdes & Dioscoro Pantia. 
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Michael O’Reil-
ly; Sandra Daubney; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rose-
mary Ting; Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; Clive McKeown; 
Kathleen McAuliffe; Bridget David; Stephan Grant; May 
Hillotedt; John  Carnay; Elena Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Benedict 
Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Our next donation drive is for  
Emmanuel City Mission.  

Below would be greatly appreciated by their patrons: 
Men: T-shirts (M), tracksuits, hoodies, long pants, jocks, 

socks (black), runners/ sneakers. 
Women: underwear (14+), tracksuits, long pants, runners/

sneakers. 
Food: Black tea; Long-life milk; Instant noodles/pasta/rice; 
Canned food eg tuna, spaghetti, baked beans; Packaged 

food eg muesli bars, biscuits, other snacks. 
Other: Blankets; Shampoo; Conditioner; Body wash;  

Nail clippers; Combs/brushes; Moisturizers. 

     

Next KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August 
at 1pm on this occasion.  

 

Next Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Study - Luke the 
story of salvation fulfilled is scheduled to begin in the First 
Week of September… St James Priory from Friday 4th 
September at 6.30 pm. The course will run for 8 Sessions 
with a break in Week 5 of the Course ending on Friday 
30th October. Contact Louise S 0456 700 040.  

 

Date Claimer—Friends of St Augustine 2026 National 
Lay Congress. You are warmly invited. Creating a future 
with resilience and joy—see side table for details and     
pricing. 9-11 October 2026 at St Joseph’s Parish, 30  
Fitzgerald St, South Yarra. Contact Judith 0417309747 

Planned Giving for the Week of 2nd August 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  $1,374.55 $252 $490 $2,116.55  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100018086  $1,059.10 $242 $490 $1,791.10  

VOLUNTEERS

Social Justice  

The Augustinian (OSA) logo combines a book and a pierced heart. The imagery is directly tied to                    
St Augustine’s famous declaration from the Confessions, where he reflects on the moment God's grace                
penetrated his soul: "Vulnerasti cor meum verbo tuo" (You have pierced my heart with your Word). The heart is 
a universal symbol of Augustine’s profound passion for God and intense love for his neighbours. The arrow or 
flame piercing it signifies how reading and meditating on the Word of God pierced 
Augustine's intellect, leading to his intellectual and spiritual conversion. 

St James parish warmly welcomes all schools, students, parents, teachers,  
volunteers and visitors to our church and hall on the occasion of QCMF 2026. 



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 23rd August) 

First Reading Isaiah 22: 19-23 I place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder. 
Second Reading Romans 11: 33-36 From him, through him, and in him are all things. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 16: 13-20 You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of  
heaven. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters August 15 / 16 Romy + Christie                    August 22 / 23 Brendon + Kevin                           

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Melissa, Ana) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

21st Sunday 
Ordinary 

23rd August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Chris Ambe n/a Libby C + 

COMMENTATOR Pat W … … 

LECTORS Frank F Barba DeP Melissa P 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Sylvia P 
Lorie R 
Helen D 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Denis McI 
Amor McC 
Fina I 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT … Drew / Brendon /Trish  June S 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Karla Arnold Marien Carl 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Patrick & other helpers 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th September at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 4th September. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August at 1pm on this occasion.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

