
Gospel Reflection 

This week’s short and sharp gospel brings to mind 
two popular sayings (sometimes regarded as        
blessings, and sometimes regarded as curses). The 
first is fictitiously ascribed as an ancient Chinese say-
ing, 'May you live in interesting times!' The inference 
of the blessing/curse is that ‘interesting times’ equate 
to disturbing, tumultuous times or times of rapid 
change. Some people thrive on such change and up-
heaval, while others dread the thought of change. 

The second blessing/curse is, 'May the peace of 
Christ disturb you!' It occasionally turns up around 
Christmas or Easter and is sometimes provocatively 
used by those who advocate for justice and peace. 
The saying cuts to the heart of what Jesus says in 
today’s gospel: the message he brings is not a cosy, 
complacent peace, but rather a message that       
confronts and challenges, even turning loved ones 
against each other.  

Jesus reminds us that if we take on his message of 
compassion, hospitality and table fellowship then it 
can set us apart from those who have not accepted 
the message – even family members. It’s a          
challenging message that even love and loyalty    
within a family can be disrupted by seeking to        
authentically live the model of Jesus. If we             
authentically place the needs of the lowly and the 
outcast ahead of our own and ahead of our family, 
then this can be very confronting and very             
disrupting. What are the consequences for family 
gatherings? What might the gathering at Christmas 
dinner look like if we take this message seriously? 
Jesus says that the normal obligations to family have 
to take second place to acting on his message and 
bringing about the kingdom of God.  
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St James Parish  

Multicultural Mass  

Sunday  

28th September 2025 

at 9am. 

All parishioners – can 

you assist? We invite 

you to be part of this 

wonderful occasion. See 

side table for ways you 

can be included.  

100 years ago, in the year 1925, the first 
stone of the existing St James Church    
building was erected.    

As we continue with our Homily Series on 
Community Life Groups, we reflect on our 
journey as pilgrims built by the Holy Spirit 
into a spiritual house.   As church here at   
St James, WE are the Living Stones.   

This Sunday we reflect on how community 
requires courage.  Real relationships mean 
risk—but they’re the only way we grow & 
spiritually mature.    

Challenge for the Week: 

 What fire is God trying to kindle in me? 

 Begin to pray about the idea of being 
part of a Community Life Group.  May-
be share this desire with one trusted 
person.   



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Twentieth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 17th August) 

First Reading  Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10 You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole world. 
The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably disheartening the remaining 
soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by talking like this. The fellow does not have the welfare of this people at heart 
so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is in your hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah answered ‘for the king is powerless against you.’ So 
they took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, letting him down with ropes. 
There was no water in the well, only mud, and into the mud Jeremiah sank. 
Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to the king. ‘My lord king,’ he said, ‘these men have done a wicked 
thing by treating the prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown him into the well where he will die.’ At this the king gave 
Ebed-melech the Cushite the following order: ‘Take three men with you from here and pull the prophet Jeremiah out of the 
well before he dies.’  
 
Responsorial Ps 39:2-4. 18. R. v.14 Lord, come to my aid! 

 
Second Reading Hebrews 12: 1-4 Let us bear patiently the  
struggle placed upon us. 
With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we 
too, then, should throw off everything that hinders us, especially 
the sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadily in the race 
we have started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in 
our faith and brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy which 
was still in the future, he endured the cross, disregarding the 
shamefulness of it, and from now on has taken his place at the 
right of God’s throne. Think of the way he stood such opposition 
from sinners and then you will not give up for want of courage. In 
the fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep fighting to the 
point of death. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 12: 49-53 I have come not to give peace, 
but discord. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, 
and how I wish it were blazing already! There is a baptism I must 
still receive, and how great is my distress till it is over! 
‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. For from now on a household of five will 
be divided: three against two and two against three; the father  
divided against the son, son against father, mother against  
daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against  
daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 
English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclama-
tions, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

I waited, I waited for the Lord  
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry.  

He drew me from the deadly pit,  
from the miry clay. 
He set my feet upon a rock 
and made my footsteps firm.  

He put a new song into my 
mouth,  
praise of our God. 
Many shall see and fear 
and shall trust in the Lord.  

As for me, wretched and poor,  
the Lord thinks of me. 
You are my rescuer, my help, 
O God, do not delay!  

This Sunday's Readings 

Brisbane Launch of the   
Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s 2025 – 2026 
Social Justice Statement. 
The document, titled “Signs of 
Hope on the Edge - Serving homeless people with mental   
ill-health”, will be launched by Fr Gregory Jacobs sj, current 
Jesuit Pastor in solidum/Moderator for the  St Ignatius    
Parish of Toowong/Indooroopilly/St Lucia and Auchenflower. 
He is also a current commissioner for the Catholic Justice 
and Peace Commission.  
The Launch is also a wonderful annual event that brings 
together justice advocates from around the Archdiocese, in a spirit of hope,       
collegiality and encouragement.  St James’ Parish hosts a generous supper but if 
you are unable to attend in person, there will be live streaming.  If you wish to 
attend remotely, as you register, please note that you need the link and it will be   
forwarded to you. Event is free but gold coin donations are welcome for a 
Coorparoo St Vincent De Paul collection. 
Date: 20 August 2025    Time: 7pm light supper for 7:30pm start 
Venue: St James' Parish Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue, Coorparoo  
All parishioners are most welcome to attend and be part of the discussion. 

Pope Francis Laudato 
Si (23) "The climate is a 
common good, belonging to all and meant for 
all." 
Practical Commentary: Advocate for  
policies that     
promote  
renewable       
energy and     
reduce  
carbon  
emissions. 
Support  
organizations 
working on 
climate 
change  
mitigation and adaptation. 

Social Justice  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 2025 (CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR CALENDAR) 
18 Monday – Confirmation children Rehearsal in church 6pm. 
19 Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
20 Wednesday – CONFIRMATION in the church 6pm. 
20 Wednesday Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice       
Statement launch 7pm in the parish hall 
23 / 24 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 21st Sunday     
Ordinary; ANNUAL CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN; Saturday Vigil 
6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms.  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
27 Wednesday Friends of St Augustine gather St James Priory 
30 / 31 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 22ND Sunday    
Ordinary; AUGUSTINIAN APPEAL begins; Saturday Vigil 6pm; 
Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms.  Next Friends Of St Augustine gathering moved from  

 from Thursday 28th August to Wednesday 27th August 
6.30pm in the Priory Dining room—all welcome.  

 
National Child Protection Week 2025: 7-13 September 
just around the corner! This year’s theme, “Every Conver-
sation Matters: Shifting Conversation to Action,” is 
about taking the next step beyond dialogue—turning mean-
ingful conversations into real change at individual, commu-
nity, and national levels. The theme highlights that while 
open discussions are crucial, words alone are not enough. 
We must turn dialogue into meaningful action. By moving 
from talk to action, we can ensure that every child not only 
feels heard but also experiences real safety, care and pro-
tection. The Office for Safeguarding Services stands along-
side NAPCAN and this initiative, and together we can cre-
ate a safer Australia for every child. 

 

2025 Annual Catholic Campaign 
• help those in vulnerable situations through         

Centacare services  
• help children in need access Catholic education via 

the Mary Mackillop Bursary Fund  
• help fund grassroots ministry through the Annual 

Grants Program.  
• support the journey of Seminarians at Holy Spirit 

Seminary  
• provide for our 

unwell and     
retired priests 
through The 
Priests        
Foundation  

The campaign held 
Twenty-First Sun-
day in Ordinary 
Time 23rd + 24th 
August 2025.   
Archbishop’s video   
homily has been 
prepared to reflect 
the Sunday Gospel 
for 24th of August.  

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Ida Susin; Lucinda 

Rosa; Teresa Pulikottic; Jacky Worthington; 
Mariano Itable; Maria Carnay; Christopher 
Rankin; Edgardo Diaz; Albert Kessler;  
David Phillips; Joy Teves-Yap; Fr Ronald Mollison;  
Therese Baggaley. 
And these anniversaries: Moacir Soares De Novaes; 
Adeilda Borges De Novaes; Lenida Gingco; Regina John; 
Luke Farrelly; Derek Heiser; Janette Wenceslaus; Giacomo 
(Jim) Regano; Lenida Gingco; Marcelina Canta. 
Please pray for these unwell: Stephen Ashford; Aoife  
Stephenson; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald 
Pedrera; Margaret Jabore; Anne Chandler; Renae Maguire; 
Sylvia Wilson; Richard Faith; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz;  
Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; George Erbacher; Jocelyn 
Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

THANK 
YOU from 

the        
Community 

and        
Hospitality 
Team to all 
helpers and 
parishioners 

at the  
Market Day      

Sunday 
10th        

August 10am—2pm. It was a lovely community  
occasion and our Ministry groups have made some money 

to support ongoing parish events and occasions. 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation for our children 

will occur on Wednesday 20th August 6pm in our 
church. Please continue to pray for them. 

   

In September we will have our  
Quarterly Drive for Emmanuel City  

Mission. Our volunteer groups that we support are always 
so grateful to St James parishioners. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 10 August 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$887.25 $210 $445 $600 $2,142.25  

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$405.60 $290 $570 $600 $1,865.60  

Social Justice  



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Twenty First Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 24th August) 

First Reading  Isaiah 66: 18-21 They will gather all of your people from all nations. 
Second Reading Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13 The Lord disciplines those he loves. 
Gospel Reading Luke 13: 22-30 From east and west they will come to take their place in the king-
dom of God. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters August 16 / 17 Karleen + Sandra              August 23 / 24 Sylvia + John                         

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

21st Sunday 
Ordinary 

24 August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Libby C n/a Jan Q 

COMMENTATOR Pat W Trish R Amor McC 

LECTORS Helen D David B (away) Leo B 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Collette S 
Paul D 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Denis McI 
Christine U-M 
June S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Chelsey/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Lachlan Drew / Brendon  Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Karla Arnold Adriana 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Please send your names to us 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 5th September at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th September at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 31st August at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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