
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
This Like last week’s gospel, this week’s story takes place in a region that was outside predominantly Jewish territory. 
Caesarea Philippi (north of Galilee and in the region of modern day Syria) had long been a centre of pagan worship. It 
was used originally by the Canaanites as a site of worship; the Greeks built a temple to one of their gods there; in 20 
BCE Herod the Great built a temple to Caesar Augustus; and after his death, Herod’s son, Phillip, renamed the city 
Caesarea Phillipi after Tiberius Caesar and himself. It is intriguing that Matthew’s gospel chooses such a site as the 
location for such a significant revelation of faith. 

Jesus asks the disciples who people say he is. They report that people associate Jesus with one of the great prophets 
of Jewish tradition. By people identifying Jesus with other great prophets they were projecting Jesus into the same 
mould as that prophet. What they were saying was that Jesus will be a great leader in the style of John the Baptist, or 
Elijah or even Jeremiah. The expectation of a messiah was running very high at the time of Jesus and everyone had 
their own idea about what that messiah would be like – usually aligned with some previous leader. They didn’t seem to 
understand that Jesus was breaking the mould and was not going to fit in with any of those expectations. To see him 
as one of the great prophets come again is always going to be an inadequate understanding of Jesus as messiah.  

When Jesus pushes the disciples for their own ideas, it is Simon Peter who speaks up and identifies Jesus as being 
the Son of the living God. Making a play on Peter’s name (in Greek, petros = Peter and petra = rock), Jesus states that 
hereafter, Simon Peter will be known as Peter and upon the rock of his profession of faith the church will be built. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation 
team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a 
regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theolo-

Augustinian Appeal  

 Annual Catholic Campaign 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 23rd August) 
First Reading Isaiah 22: 19-23 I place the key of the House of David upon his  

shoulder. 
Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace: 
I dismiss you from your office, I remove you from your post, and the same day I call on my servant Eliakim son of 
Hilkiah. 
I invest him with your robe, gird him with your sash, entrust him with your authority; and he shall be a father to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah. 
I place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; should he open, no one shall close, should he close, no one shall 
open. 
I drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will become a throne of glory for his father's house.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands. 

Second Reading Romans 11: 33-36 From him, through him, and in him are all things. 
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible to penetrate his motives 
or understand his methods! Who could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could 
ever give him anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory 
for ever! Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 16: 13-20 You are Peter, to you I will 
give the keys of the kingdom of  
heaven. 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this 
question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some     
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he 
said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You 
are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus      
replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it 
was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father 
in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I 
will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never 
hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound 
in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered 
loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to 
tell anyone that he was the Christ. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publish-
ers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

This Sunday's Readings 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple.  

I thank you for your faithfulness and love  
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul.  

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands.  

ST JAMES DANCE— Saturday 12th     
September at 6.30pm in our parish hall. 
All welcome—$10 ticket. 
$5 ticket for Seniors and Children. 
Come along and join the fun! 
Ask A YAM member for more details :) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 2026 
22 / 23 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 21st Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); NO Baptisms; 
2026 ANNUAL CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN WEEKEND. 
24 Monday session for Sacrament First Holy Communion 
HOME at 6pm 
25 Aug—15 Sept Fr A away 
28 Friday 9am mass St Augustine  
29 Saturday 8am mass St Monica 
29 / 30 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 22nd Sunday 
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 

The 2026 Annual Catholic Campaign THIS WEEKEND 
22+23 August. Your support helps continue important 
works of care across the Archdiocese. 

 

28th August Friday 9am mass St Augustine  
29th August Saturday 8am mass St Monica 

 

Trish away Friday 28th August—working Mon/ Tues/ 
Wed of this coming week. Please contact her then... 

 

ST JAMES DANCE— Saturday 12th September at 

6.30pm in our parish hall. All welcome—$10 ticket 
early bird ticket. $5 ticket for Seniors and Children. 
Come along and join the fun! 

  

FRIENDS OF ST AUGUSTINE  
GATHERING All welcome ... 
Sunday 30

th
 August, 10.30am St James   

Priory (after 9am Mass). Guest Speaker Fr. John Sullivan 
OSA - 2 part series talk on St. Augustine; 2nd to be at last 
gathering for year Sunday 29

th
 November in Priory, 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Rene Regaspi; Sammy 

Cole; Michael O’Reilly; Rob O’Regan; Reg Dyer; 
Dean Wills;   Fr Barry Grayson; Jim Lawson; Luca 
Warren; Elizabeth Cortezano; Neil Pokarier. 
And these anniversaries: Joan Shapland; Janette  
Wenceslaus; Lucy Lanzafame; Marie O’Reilly; Henry  
Dissanayake; Constantine Fernandez; Anthony Darcy; 
Lourdes & Dioscoro Pantia.  
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Sandra  
Daubney; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rosemary Ting; 
Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; Clive McKeown; Kathleen 
McAuliffe; Bridget David; May Hillotedt; John  Carnay; Elena 
Tolo; Ian Gillespie; Benedict Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina  
Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Our next donation drive is for  
Emmanuel City Mission.  

Below would be greatly appreciated by their patrons: 
Men: T-shirts (M), tracksuits, hoodies, long pants, jocks, 

socks (black), runners/ sneakers. 
Women: underwear (14+), tracksuits, long pants, runners/

sneakers. 
Food: Black tea; Long-life milk; Instant noodles/pasta/rice; 
Canned food eg tuna, spaghetti, baked beans; Packaged 

food eg muesli bars, biscuits, other snacks. 
Other: Blankets; Shampoo; Conditioner; Body wash;  

Nail clippers; Combs/brushes; Moisturizers. 

     

RAP Archdiocese of Brisbane Reconciliation Dinner 
2026. As part of St James RAP deliverables, we are en-
couraged to attend this dinner event at which Archbishop 
Shane Mackinlay will be launching the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane 2026–2028 RAP.  This marks an important mile-
stone in our ongoing commitment to reconciliation.  For 
further details, please see tinyurl.com/RECdinner26 or 
contact Dan on socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com  

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 16th August 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100019791  $1,021.80 $177 $525 $1,723.80  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786  Account #: 100018086  $896.20 $167 $525 $1,588.20  

VOLUNTEERS
Social Justice  



  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

22nd Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year A 30th August) 

First Reading Jeremiah 20: 7-9 The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me. 
Second Reading Romans 12: 1-2 May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 16: 21-27 Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters August 22 / 23 Brendon + Kevin              August 29 / 30 Karleen + Sandra                               

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager   
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Melissa, Ana) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

22nd Sunday 
Ordinary 

30th August 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Epi + Claire 

COMMENTATOR Helen D Barb DeP June S 

LECTORS Pat W Claire McA … 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Collette S 
Rosemarie Y 
Priya H 

Jan L 
Trish R (away) 
Don T 

Maria N 
Karla V 
Mel N 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon /Trish  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward … Darren Charlotte Melissa Bettina 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Patrick & other helpers 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. 
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th September at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 4th September. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Sunday 23 August at 1pm on this occasion.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this  

QR code  

Scan to view readings 

http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo

