22ND SUNDAY ST JAMES PARISH

This week’s gospel is the first of three predictions of Jesus’ death and
resurrection in Matthew’s gospel (see also Mark and Luke). Despite
Peter’s confession of faith that immediately precedes this passage
(see last week’s gospel), the disciples still do not have a very solid
understanding of Jesus’ purpose. They may regard him as the Messi-
ah, but still do not fully understand what that means. In this passage,
Jesus is beginning to prepare them for the events of the passion — his
death and resurrection. He is trying to lead them to a greater under-
standing of his mission and message. But Peter abruptly ‘rebukes’ Je-
sus and tells him not to speak like that. One can almost hear Peter
saying, ‘Look, Jesus, you've got a good thing going here, don't spoil it
by talking about dying!” However, Jesus responds to Peter very sharp-
ly, suggesting that his lack of understanding is inspired by evil and re-
flects human thought, not divine wisdom.

The passage then leads in to a description of the challenge of disciple-
ship. To be a follower of Jesus means to ‘deny’ oneself, take up one’s
cross and follow Jesus. In the context of this passage, to ‘deny’ one-
self means to not be concerned about ‘I’ but to be concerned about
‘You’ — to put others before self. To be a follower of Jesus means to be
selfless, not self-centred. In the ultimate example of this, Jesus tells
his disciples that whoever wishes to save their life will lose it, but who-
ever loses their life for Jesus’ sake will find it. To ‘save’ your life is to
hold back from giving yourself fully to the message of Jesus — to be
‘half-hearted’ in your faith. But to ‘lose’ yourself in the message of Je-
sus is to fully give yourself over to living the reign of God and through
‘losing’ yourself in this way, Jesus tells us, is how to truly find life.

Historical Context. Whoever loses his life for my sake...

that the deaths of their friends were not in vain.
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At the time of the writing of Matthew’s gospel (around 75-80 CE), Christians were being persecuted and put to death

for their beliefs. They were literally giving up their lives for their faith. These persecuted Christians saw Jesus’ triumph
over death as a sign of great hope and trust in the future for themselves. Jesus’ words in the gospel — ‘whoever loses
his life for my sake will find it’ — would give hope to those under persecution that ultimately they too would triumph and

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation
team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a
regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theolo-
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“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
you may discern what is the will of God.”

Sheepish Question:
How do some "easy steps” to attaining worldly
desires lead me astray from following Jesus?

DRINKS $2

Saturday 5'" September 2026

Vigil Mass 5pm (NOT 6pm).
Riverfire Event afterwards.
Sausage Sizzle and drinks for sale.
Entertainment 6pm - 7pm.
Fireworks 7pm.
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s o UNDER THE BIG MANGO TREE
Come join us as we up our grounds on OPEN TO ALL FROM OUR 0 165 OLD CLEVELAND RD,
the hill of St James Church, Coorparoo for all COMMUNITY AND BEYOND! COORPAROO

fo enjoy the best view of the fireworks on
this iconic Brisbane eve!

Support St James and
Emmanuel City Mission
and Rosies.

07 3397 1671
@ www. stiames-coorparoo.org.au Emmanvel City Mission

COME & CHILL ON THE HILL  Proceeds raised from this
RIVERFIRE FIESTA ALL FOR A GREAT CAUSE! event will go toward

supporting the outreach
munistry to the homeless

(¥ Contact us with any questions and marginalised in South

Brisbane by the amazing



his Sunday's Readlngs 22nd Sunday Ordinary Time (Year A 30th August)

me.

First Reading Jeremiah 20: 7-9 The word of the Lord God has meant derision for

You have seduced me, Lord, and | have let myself be seduced; you have overpowered me: you were the stronger.
| am a daily laughing-stock, everybody's butt.
Each time | speak the word, | have to howl and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin!’
The word of the Lord has meant for me insult, derision, all day long.

| used to say, | will not think about him, | will not speak in his name any more.
Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones.
The effort to restrain it wearied me, | could not bear it.

Responsorial Psalm 62:2-6. 8-9. R. v.2 My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God, for
you | long;

for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you

like a dry, weary land without
water.

So | gaze on you in the
sanctuary
to see your strength and your

glory.

For your love is better than life,

my lips will speak your praise.

So | will bless you all my life,

in your name | will lift up my
hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a
banquet, my mouth shall praise
you with joy.

For you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings
| rejoice.

My soul clings to you;

your right hand holds me
fast.

Second Reading Romans 12: 1-2 May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, | beg you, in a way that is
worthy of thinking beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly
pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves on the behaviour of the world around you,
but let your behaviour change, modelled by your new mind. This is the only way to
discover the will of God and know what is good, what it is that God wants, what is the
perfect thing to do.

Gospel Reading Matthew 16: 21-27 Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself.

Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem
and suffer grievously at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be
put to death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking him aside, Peter
started to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord,” he said. ‘This must not
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an
obstacle in my path, because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him
renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save
his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. What, then, will
a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in
exchange for his life?

‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and,
when he does, he will reward each one according to his behaviour.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Transla-
tion of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

SCAN FOR TICKETS

12th of September

6:30pm - 10:30pm
St. James Parish Hall
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ST JAMES DANCE— Saturday 12th
September at 6.30pm in our parish hall.
All welcome—$15 ticket.

$5 ticket for Seniors and Children.

Please get your tickets ASAP so we can
plan catering. ALL are welcome, invite
your parents, friends, coworkers, family,
a lonely neighbour...

This event is for the whole community to
bring people together for a wholesome
fun and magical evening of fellowship

all included and Kids Play Corner!

+  The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their
: continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

and dancing. Photozone, drinks, nibbles -



Please pray for recently
deceased: Rene Regaspi; Edward
Diag; Sammy Cole; Michael O’Reilly; Rob O’'Re-
gan; Reg Dyer; Dean Wills; Fr Barry Grayson;
Jim Lawson; Luca Warren; Elizabeth Cortezano.
And these anniversaries: Luke O’Reilly; Arturo Belcifia;
Joan Shapland; Janette Wenceslaus; Lucy Lanzafame;
Marie O’Reilly; Henry Dissanayake; Constantine Fernandez;
Anthony Darcy; Lourdes & Dioscoro Pantia.
Please pray for these unwell: Dikea Berta; Sandra
Daubney; Jim + Margaret Lucey; Tony + Rosemary Ting;
Patricia McKenna; Aaron Lucas; Clive McKeown; Kathleen
McAuliffe; Bridget David; May Hillotedt; John Carnay; Elena
Tolo; lan Gillespie; Benedict Rivera; Bill Mumma; Arlina
Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.
Please pray for these Baptismal children:
Zariah Alicarte; Isla Noonan.
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AUGUST 2026

29 / 30 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 22™ Sunday
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.
25 Aug— early October Fr A away

SEPTEMBER 2026

- early October Fr Anson in India

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

4 Friday 9am Anointing mass

4 BED Study Scripture Group (evenings)

5 Saturday Riverfire — 5pm mass and sausage sizzle + fireworks
afterwards — collecting for Emmanuel City Mission / Rosies

5 -
! S

Last weekend, our parish held an appeal for the Annual
Catholic Campaign in support of the important local
ministries in our Archdiocese. Thank you to everyone who
responded generously to Archbishop Shane’s call for
support. If you took the envelope home, please pop it in the
mail or leave it here on your way out after Mass. You can
also give online by scanning the QR code on the envelope,
or going to catholiccampaign.com.au
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ST JAMES DANCE— Saturday 12th September at
6.30pm in our parish hall. All welcome—$15 ticket; $5
ticket Seniors and Children. Come along and join the fun!
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SEASON OF
CREATION

EVENTS

Lychee Garden

ECUMENICAL TUESDAY

4 S0 1AM Mt Coot-tha
CILURGY Uil Botanical Gardens
REFLECTION TUESDAY'S
ONLINE 1SEPTEMBER 9AM Zoom
WORKSHOPS - 29 SEPTEMBER
SEASON OF S
CREATION 9 SEPTEMBER 12:30PM Sendihiohs
MASS athedra
SIF;LEI)Z(nIIﬁHA%':’ 3RD - 8TH 8:30am- St Stephen's
OCTOBER 4:00pm Cathedral Precinct

Days of Creation

Scan the QR code or visit

2026
Al SEASON OF tinyurl.com/SeasonOfCreation26
: CREATION for info and to register.

Presented by Archdiocesan Ministries

Special Season of Creation Service

1st Sunday in September is officially adopted as the Feast
of Creation in Christ (or Creation Sunday). All are welcome
to join us in a special outdoor prayer service on Monday -
1st September 11am at Lychee Tree Lawn, Mount Coot-tha

Our donation drive is for
Social Justice Emmanuel City Mission.

Below would be greatly appreciated by their patrons:
Men: T-shirts (M), tracksuits, hoodies, long pants, jocks,
socks (black), runners/ sneakers.

Women: underwear (14+), tracksuits, long pants, runners/
sneakers.

Food: Black tea; Long-life milk; Instant noodles/pasta/rice;
Canned food eg tuna, spaghetti, baked beans; Packaged
food eg muesli bars, biscuits, other snacks.

Other: Blankets; Shampoo; Conditioner; Body wash;
Nail clippers; Combs/brushes; Moisturizers.
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FRIENDS OF ST AUGUSTINE
. GATHERING All welcome ...Sunday 30"

I August, 10.30am St James Priory (after

9am Mass). Guest Speaker Fr. John
= Sullivan OSA - 2 part series talk on

St. Augustine; 2nd to be at last gathering for

year Sunday 29" November in Priory, 10.30am. Enjoy a
“cuppa” and light refreshments.
Christmas get together Wednesday Wed. 9™
December, 6pm Easts Leagues Club.

RIOe
Next Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Study - Luke:
The Story of Salvation Fulfilled ... St James Priory from
Friday 4th September at 6.30 pm. The course will run for 8
Sessions with a break in Week 5 of the Course ending on
Friday 30th October. Contact Louise S 0456 700 040.
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St V de P our invitation

for new members ...

In these challenging financial times,
Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society
become the hands behind the help for many
in our local community. To find out more about the work of
our Members, please reach out to our local SVDP repre-
sentative, Mark G mrkgarden9@gmail.com and/or

St Vincent de Paul Coorparoo sj4151@svdpqgld.org.au -
looking forward to meeting you.

—

Friends of St Augustine (FOSA) Weekly prayer taken from Augustine’s writings in a booklet, “Augustine Day by Day”, ;

compiled by the late Fr. John E. Rotelle, O.S.A.- an American Augustinian.

30th August

My God, let me be thankful as | remember and acknowledge all Your mercies. 3

Confessions 8, 1

Planned Giving for the Week of 16th August 2026

. L Direct D ti
Collection Account numbers [noocisgergggg]y Debit nga N Total
1 Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB- 064 786 Account #: 100019791 $1,402.75 $335 $530 $2,267.75
2"? Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 Account #: 100018086 $903.35 $445 $530 $1,878.35




Parish of St James

Primary School
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165 Old Cleveland Road A
T 92 Kirkland Ave, (7)) T N

Coorparoo, 4151. C 4151

Postal: oorparoo, . 8

PO Box 1051
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal D, &
Liz Pashen —APRE =
Phone: (07) 3457 1100

Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration Ministry Teams—get involved...

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...
Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA Children & Families (Brent) Families.stiames@gmail.com
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au
Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 2nd Tue of month 6.30pm
Parish Secretary Trish Rashad . Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Business Manager Adult Faith Formation Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au (Darren)
Parish Council Lauchlan Moore ) Hospitality & Community Life Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com
Chairperson ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com (Melissa, Ana)
Safeguarding Officer Isr.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan?1 Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com
Christine Umali 1st Sunday of month 10.45am Meet in the Priory Dining Room
August 29 / 30 Karleen + Sandra September 5/ 6 Romy + Christy
Next week
EREE 23rd Sunday | vieiL SUNDAY SUNDAY
Ordinary | SATURDAY ZAM 9AM
6th September | 6PM
CHOIR Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F
COMMENTATOR Karleen O'R Therese (or Barb) Helena T
LECTORS Helen D Barb DeP (or Therese) June S
EXTRAORDINARY Lorie R (away) Heather L Denis Mcl
MINISTERS OF Paul D Christy U Jaque S
COMMUNION Marisol Priya H Christine U-M
ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z + Yohaan Brendon / Drew Chelsey / Lea / Doreen
POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon /Trish Matthew A
WELCOMERS Helen D / Edward Loida oland lan Gian
COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers | Stuart / David / John Patrick & other helpers

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.

All Parishioners

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. Please register J-
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am—5pm. to FLOCKNOTE
Email Vicky: brisbane.adoration@gmail.com using this
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 4th September at 9am. QR code
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 4th September.

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: NO MASS in September 2026 on this occasion.
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN: Kids Bulletin available each week, go to: copyright thekidsbulletin.com/about/

First Reading Ezekiel 33: 7-9 If you have not warned the wicked man, then | will hold you responsible
for his death.

Second Reading Romans 13: 8-10 Love is the fulfiiment of the Law.

Gospel Reading Matthew 18: 15-20 If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that
person back.

www. stjiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings

NI RO e E VAR e e [lale -l 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time | Scan to view readings |
(Year A 6th September) 7
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