
Gospel Reflection 
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus is accused of eating with     
sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15) and we have an image of 
Jesus as always eating with the marginalised. However, 
today’s gospel account is a more common occurrence:   
Jesus eating with a leading Pharisee and people of social 
importance. Although Jesus is depicted as frequently dining 
in the houses of these well-to-do people, he was probably 
never invited a second time! As in today’s account, Jesus 
made a habit of accepting the hospitality of such people 
and then giving them a lecture about how they should    
behave and reminding them who was not gathered around 
the table with them. Certainly the sort of actions that don’t 
see too many follow-up invitations! 

The message he dishes out to the Pharisees on this      
occasion is about not thinking you’re more important than you 
really are. He tells them that it is far better to assume a lower   
status and to be lifted to greater prominence than it is to assume 
too much and have to be asked to step down to your proper     
status. In first century Jewish society, eating was as much a     
political act as it was a social one. Who you ate with was a reflec-
tion of your social and political position. To be invited to the head 
of the table would reflect very positively on a guest whilst being 
asked to assume a lower seat would be humiliating.  

Jesus’ final teaching in this account would have been outrageous 
to his audience. The thought of inviting to a meal people who 
were in no position to reciprocate was absolutely ridiculous. But 
Jesus encourages his audience to give to those who cannot    
repay – to be graciously generous just as God gives without     
expecting anything in return.  
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WEEK 3 (31 August): The Table is Set:      
The Gift of Hospitality. 

Hospitality is not entertainment—it’s      
Kingdom-building. Connect Groups are     
tables of mercy, humility, and joy.  Imag-
ine  a parish where some homes or our 
hall is where strangers become friends, 
and friends become brothers and sisters. 
This  is building communities—not from 
the     pulpit, but from the dinner table. 

Challenge for the Week: 

 Is God asking you to set the table for 
others?  How might that look like?   

 Action: Invite someone you haven't 
gotten acquainted yet for a coffee. 

St James Parish Retreat Day 

Save the date:  
11 October 2025, 
(Saturday)  
9am-1pm  at        
St James Parish 
Church & Hall.  
 
 
 

Pope Francis  
often referred to 
“a culture of  

encounter” as being essential if we 
are to be the Church that Jesus seeks 
us to be at this time and in this place.  

 

For our Parish Retreat Br Damien Price, a Brisbane based Christian Brother, will break open 
for participants a spirituality of encounter that we can use in our every day lives.   
Br Damien will make extensive reference to Dilexit Nos – the Encyclical of Pope Francis     
focussing on the Sacred Heart.   
 

All parishioners and community members WELCOME!  More details for RSVP soon.  



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Twenty Second Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 31st August) 

First Reading  Sirach 3: 17-20, 28, 29 Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord. 
My son, be gentle in carrying out your business, and you will be better loved than a lavish giver. 
The greater you are, the more you should behave humbly, and then you will find favour with the Lord; 
for great though the power of the Lord is, he accepts the homage of the humble. 
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady, since an evil growth has taken root in him. 
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables, an attentive ear is the sage’s dream. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 67:4-7. 10-11. R. v.11 God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor. 

Second Reading Hebrews 12: 18-19, 22-24 You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God. 
What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or a storm; 
or trumpeting thunder or the great voice speaking which made everyone that heard it beg that no more should be said to 
them. But what you have come to is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions 
of angels have gathered for the festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heav-
en. You have come to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits of the saints who have been made 
perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who brings a new covenant. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 14: 1, 7-14 All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves shall be 
exalted. 
On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely. 
He then told the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When 
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished person than 
you may have been invited, and the person who invited you both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” 
And then, to your embarrassment, you would have to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your 
way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.” In that 
way, everyone with you at the table will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man 
who humbles himself will be exalted.’ 
Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your 
friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy 
by inviting you in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, 
because repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the 
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.  

The just shall rejoice at the presence of 
God,  
they shall exult and dance for joy. 
O sing to the Lord, make music to his 
name; 
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence.  

Father of the orphan, defender of the wid-
ow,  
such is God in his holy place. 
God gives the lonely a home to live in; 
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom.  

You poured down, O God, a generous rain:  
when your people were starved you gave them 
new life. 
It was there that your people found a home, 
prepared in your goodness, O God, for the 
poor.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Multicultural Mass Information  
(Thank you to our Community and Worship Ministry teams) 

• School grounds will have no parking at 
7am or 9am mass on Sunday  
28th September. 

• Volunteers still being requested – see 
clipboard at our side entrance: Flag     
bearers, Welcomers, hall set-up and set-
down, marquee set-up and set-down, etc. 

• Photo to be taken at conclusion of Multi-
cultural Mass—meet at the front steps of the church. 

• There will be a Rehearsal for Readers & Participants within 
the mass - on Sunday, 14 September (time to be             
confirmed). 

• There will be a Rehearsal for flag bearers at 8am on 28th 
September.  

• Bring your traditional food to the Parish Hall on                
28th September, any time from 8am. You will be given a 
labels/stickers for your food contributions (name, country, 
allergens).  

• Entertainment performances will be on the outside deck of 
the hall (contact Fr Anson). 

• Please contact Amor (and the Worship Team) or Jaque + 
Melissa (and the Hospitality Team) for more information. 

Social  
Justice  
Sunday is 
31 August 
and on this 
day we are 
encouraged to read and engage 
with the Social Justice Statement 
by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference for 2025-
2026 titled "Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving home-
less people with mental ill-health".   
This year’s statement calls us to follow the example of 
Jesus, who always   noticed, listened to, and cared for 
those on the edge of society. Just as Jesus healed the 
blind man Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46–52), we are called to 
see and respond to the needs of our sisters and broth-
ers living in hardship.  You can read the statement: 
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/   
Some copies available at side entrance of church. 
You can view the Brisbane launch that was held here in 
our parish hall: https://www.youtube.com/live/
eoKriuAYqVc 
You can take home the prayer card for this year’s  
statement—find card at the side entrance. 

Social Justice 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/live/eoKriuAYqVc
https://www.youtube.com/live/eoKriuAYqVc


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2025  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
5 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
6 / 7 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 23d Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); FATHERS DAY; 
Baptismal preparation session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays @ 
9am mass; Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
Trish on Annual 8-14 September 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
12 Brass Candles cleaning in church  
13 / 14 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 24th Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
20 / 21 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 25th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Children’s 
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 

Thank you for 2025  
Annual Catholic Campaign 

If you didn’t get a chance to make a gift 
last week, there is still time. If you took 
the envelope home, please pop it in the 
mail or leave it here on your way out after 
Mass. You can also give online by  
scanning the QR code on the envelope, or going to 
catholiccampaign.com.au 
Your tax-deductible gift will be put straight to work by fund-
ing the vital Catholic agencies in our local community.  

 

National Child Protection Week 2025: 7-13 September 
just around the corner! This year’s theme, “Every  
Conversation Matters: Shifting Conversation to  
Action,” is about taking the next step beyond dialogue—
turning meaningful conversations into real change at  
individual, community, and national levels.  
 

Safeguarding Sunday (14th September) is an important  
opportunity for us to come together as a community of faith 
to reaffirm our commitment to creating safe, welcoming, 
and nurturing environments for all. It reminds us of the 
responsibility we share in protecting children and adults at 
risk, and in promoting healing. 
 

The theme highlights that while open discussions are     
crucial, words alone are not enough. We must turn dialogue 
into meaningful action. By moving from talk to action, we 
can ensure that every child not only feels heard but also 
experiences real safety, care and protection.  

 

Trish away on Annual Leave 8-14 September. 

 

 Adult Faith Formation Calling all Men  
from St James Parish! menALIVE MAX25  

Designed to inspire, challenge, and energize you to grow in 
faith and purpose. Details at menalive.org.au 
Register your intention to travel with us 

adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 
Strategic alignment: Annual plan - Mens' retreat. 

menALIVE Catholic Mens' Ministry are hosting their annual 
retreat at the Edmund Rice Centre, Lower Plenty,  

Melbourne 10-12 October 2025. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Dan Lafferty; Clark 

Porral; Angelina Valvasori; Lucy Lanzafame; 
Ida Susin; Lucinda Rosa; Teresa Pulikottil; 
Jacky Worthington; Mariano Itable; Maria Car-
nay; Christopher Rankin; Edgardo Diaz; Albert Kessler. 
And these anniversaries: Danica + Ivo Ljubas; Jelka + 
Anto Tolo; Constantine Fernandez; Janette Wenceslaus; 
Joan Shapland; Marie O’Reilly; Kathleen Ryan; Jim McKen-
na; Moacir Soares De Novaes; Adeilda Borges De Novaes. 
Please pray for these unwell: Shane O’Reilly; Stephen 
Ashford; Aoife Stephenson; Rosemarie Ting; Clem  
Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Margaret Jabore; Anne  
Chandler; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; Richard Faith;  
Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; 
George Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

In September we will have our Quarterly Drive for  
Emmanuel City Mission. Our volunteer groups that we    
support are always so grateful to St James parishioners. 

 

Fr Saldie celebrating St Augustine's Day via link 

 

All parishioners are welcome: Cuppa every first weekend 
after 9am mass—held by Community / Hospitality team. 
You’re invited to bring along a plate to share.  

 
Parishioners are invited to the Farewell Mass for  
Archbishop Mark Coleridge on Saturday 6th September 
2025. The Archdiocese of Brisbane will celebrate a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Archbishop Mark Coleridge at 11am at the 
Cathedral of St Stephen. Mass will be followed by morning 
tea in the Hanly Room. All are welcome to attend as we 
celebrate his service and leadership as Archbishop of  
Brisbane for over 13 years. 

 

The installation of Archbishop Shane will be held on  
11th September 2025 at the Cathedral of  
St Stephen.  Due to the number of visitors and clergy  
attending from across the country, seating in the Cathedral 
is limited to invitation only. For those who wish to attend the 
festivities, there will be limited outdoor seating adjacent to 
the Cathedral where the Mass can be viewed on outdoor 
screens. The Mass will also be livestreamed.  All are  
welcome to attend Archbishop-elect Shane’s first Mass as 
Archbishop on Sunday 14 September at 10am at   
Cathedral of St Stephen. 

 

How to place names of loved ones in our prayer list for 
masses and bulletin…  
· Visit Sacristy after mass and ask our priest to place 
details in Prayer book. 
· Phone our parish office (phone 3397 1671) 
· Email our parish office 
(osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au) 

Planned Giving for the Week of 24 August 2025 
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$708.40 $95 $270 $340 $1,658.40  $245 

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

$553.10 $85 $370 $340 $1,773.10  $425 

catholiccampaign.com.au
menalive.org.au
mailto:adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Men%20Alive%202025
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/gods-people/a-prayer-of-hope-from-saint-augustine/?utm_campaign=letspray&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9I2DA7MJ0KLkZlSiDsSvT4iOWSHQx_tHaq6_KR0n5u9-Ngs6BCKxFVY6hzfBk-HmK9FMi2rq8Y3LbFuP1jHNyV0C758dcp3xxi2uLORdrP21l_8S4&_hsmi
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Twenty Third Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 7th September) 

First Reading  Wisdom 9: 13-18 Who can comprehend the will of God? 
Second Reading Philemon 9,10, 12-17 Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a very dear 
brother. 
Gospel Reading Luke 14: 25-33 All who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my  
disciples. 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters August 30 / 31 Parish staff            September 6 / 7 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaquie, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

23rd Sunday 
Ordinary 

7 September 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY 
9AM  

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Clare B Kate P 

LECTORS Sylvia P (singing) Patricia McK Christine U-M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Lorie R (away) 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Jaque S 
Denis McI 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Chelsey/ Doreen 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon / Trish Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Please send your names to us 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 5th September at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th September at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 31st August at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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