EXALTATION OF
THE CROSS

YR C 2025
14 SEPTEMBER

ST JAMES PARISH
COORPAROO

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND
KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,

AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Sunday, 14 September 2025, the Catholic Church in
Australia will mark Safeguarding Sunday, coinciding
with the conclusion of National Child Protection Week
and Queensland Child Protection Week.

The theme highlights that while open discussions are
crucial, words alone are not enough. We must turn dia-
logue into meaningful action. By moving from talk to
action, we can ensure that every child not only feels

heard but also experiences real safety, care, protection.

Safeguarding Sunday (14th September) is an important
opportunity for us to come together as a community of
faith to reaffirm our commitment to creating safe,
welcoming, and nurturing environments for all. It re-
minds us of the responsibility we share in protecting
children and adults at risk, and in promoting healing.

Local Safeguardmg Representatlves play a crucial role
in creating and maintaining safe
environments and activities for
~ parishes, ministries and faith

" communities and are an
important part of the wider

*| safeguarding team for the

S Archdiocese.

| We welcome Christine Umali to
the role of
Volunteer Local Safeguarding Representative for the
Coorparoo St James Parish. Thank you Christine for
taking on such an important and rewarding position.
The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk
is paramount and as an Archdiocese we have zero
tolerance for all forms of abuse.

Any concerns or matters can be raised in confidence
with Christine via email at
Isr.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY « 14 SEP 2025

WE ARE A
SAFE, HOPE-FILLED
AND WELCOMING

CHURCH

Gospel Reflection

To many people, venerating and reverencing the Cross
seems a very strange practice. The Cross was the instrument
of torture used by the Romans to execute particularly trouble-
some or rebellious inhabitants of their conquered lands. It was
a form of execution — along with burning alive and being eaten
by wild animals — the Romans used as a means of literally
annihilating an enemy. All three methods were designed to
ensure that the person was destroyed completely so that
nothing was left to bury. In the eyes of the Romans, this was
the greatest insult that could be paid to an enemy: without
proper burial their families could not properly mourn their
passing and they could not enter into the afterlife. The general
practice with crucifixion was that the executed person was left
on the cross for wild dogs and carrion birds to attack. Ulti-
mately, the picked over bones were cast into a lime pit where
they effectively dissolved. It was rare that a victim of crucifix-
ion was allowed to be buried.

Given this history, it is easy to understand why the early
Christians did not generally reverence the Cross. It was not
until the 4th century, apparently on 14 September, 326, that
Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine, identified the
cross of Christ’s crucifixion and acclaimed its potential for mi-
raculous cures. On the site that she located the Cross, Helena
ordered to have built the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. From
this time, and with the formal adoption of Christianity as the
religion of Rome, the Cross became a symbol of the passion,
death and resurrection of Christ. The common understanding
shifted from the Cross being the means of Christ’s death to
being the means of his triumph over death.

Scriptural context — Lifted up

The gospel of John, written later than the other three canoni-
cal gospels, reflects a very different understanding of the
cross. In this gospel writer’s imagery, the cross is the means
by which Jesus is ‘raised up’. This theology flows through the
entire gospel and in today’s excerpt, from very early in the
gospel, we see the lan-
guage of the Son of Man
being ‘lifted up’. Further-
more, it is through the
raising up of Jesus that

LIFE GROUPS
all people are also raised SCAN YOUR INTEREST
up. It is through the Son,

sent by the Father, that T
all people may enter into
eternal life.

COMMUNITY

~

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic
Education (Brisbane) for many
years, most recently as a member of
the Religious Education team and -
Mission and Formation team. He
has extensive experience of praying
with young people and forming
others to lead prayer with young Nz =/
people. He is the author of books on Journey in faith together.
adolescent faith, is a regular speak- Find belonging.

er at youth and evangelisation con- Build community.
ferences, and is a retreat and reflec-
tion facilitator and presenter. His
areas of interest include religious
education, theology, scripture, spirit-

Discover Community Life
Groups at St James Parish
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This 5unday's Readings Exaltation of the Holy Cross
(Year C 14th September)

First Reading Numbers 21: 4-9 When those that were afflicted looked upon it, they were healed.

On the way through the wilderness, the Israelites lost patience. They spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why did you
]E)rindg us out of Egypt to die in this wilderness? For there is neither bread nor water here; we are sick of this unsatisfying
ood.’

At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite brought death to many in Israel. The people came and said to
Moses, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you. Intercede for us with the Lord to save us from
these serpents.” Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord answered him, ‘Make a fiery serpent and put it on a stand-
ard. If anyone is bitten and looks at it, he shall live.” So Moses fashioned a bronze serpent which he put on a standard,
and if anyone was bitten by a serpent, he looked at the bronze serpent and lived.

Responsorial Psalm 77:1-2. 34-38. R. v.7 Do not forget the works of the Lord!

Give heed, my people, to my When he slew them then they | But the words they spoke Yet he who is full of compassion
teaching; would seek him, were mere flattery; forgave their sin and spared

turn your ear to the words of my | return and seek him in earnest. |they lied to him with their lips. |them.

mouth. They would remember that God | For their hearts were not truly | So often he held back his anger

| will open my mouth in a parable | was their rock, with him; when he might have stirred up his
and reveal hidden lessons of the | God the Most High their re- they were not faithful to his rage.

past. deemer. covenant.

Second Reading Philippians 2: 6-11 He humbled himself, therefore God had exalted him.
The state of Jesus was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God but emptied
himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men are; and being as all

men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so that
all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the
name of Jesus and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory

of God the Father.

Gospel Reading John 3: 13-17 The Son of Man must be lifted up.
Jesus said to Nicodemus:

‘No one has gone up to heaven

except the one who came down from heaven,

the Son of Man who is in heaven;

and the Son of Man must be lifted up

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,

so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.

Yes, God loved the world so much

that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost

but may have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world

not to condemn the world,

but so that through him the world might be saved.’

envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple
unless he gives up all his possessions.’

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997,
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Community and Hospitality Team Interactive Workshop: Ageing Well At Home
|nV|teS our Older par|Sh|OnerS and , will lead an interactive workshop for people aged 65 and older, as well

carer family members to an R
Interactive Workshop:
Ageing Well
with special guest Janice Ellison

For adults aged 65+ and Carers Family Members

Join us for a friendly, hands-on workshop designed to help you
stay independent, safe, and thriving in the comfort of your
own home. Bring your notebook and pen to keep your aha ideas.

. . What to Expect:

Speakl ng (OCFU patlonal v’ Learn practical home safety tips, simple health and mobility strategies, and see
therapist). demonstrations of useful assistive devices.

Th iS WI” take p|ace at our v’ Join open discussions, gain knowledge on accessing care at home effectively,
. d enjoy lucky door prizes at the end
Parish Hall on Sunday '
26th October 10.30—- 1 2pm Come along, connect with others, and leave with practical tools
(morn | ng tea provided ) . and knowledge to make everyday life at home easier and more

enjoyable.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0CC

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their .
continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. .
L



Please pray for recently
deceased: Fr John Chalmers;
Ronald Pokarier; Mary Green; Christine
Conroy; Dan Lafferty; Clark Porral; Angelina
Valvasori; Lucy Lanzafame; Ida Susin; Lucinda
Rosa; Teresa Pulikottil; Jacky Worthington; Mariano Itable;
Maria Carnay.
And these anniversaries: Lorenza Rivera; Errol Bergania;
Dennis Collyer; Eugenio Sueta; Paul Masci; Danica + Ivo
Ljubas; Jelka + Anto Tolo; Constantine Fernandez; Janette
Wenceslaus; Joan Shapland; Marie O’Reilly; Kathleen Ryan;
Jim McKenna; Moacir Soares De Novaes; Adeilda Borges
De Novaes, Eduardo & Maria Da Costa Freitas; Mary Kelly,
Matilda Kelly, Lizzy Hilman, M.E. Blaine.
Please pray for these unwell: Stephen Ashford; Aoife Ste-
phenson; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedre-
ra; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz;
Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; George Erbacher; Jocelyn
Diaz Tibayan.
Please pray for these Baptismal children: Isla and
Brookes.

Fr Francis’ new email address for communication
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au

RO De

1 September - 4 October, the Christian family unites for
the Season of Creation, a worldwide celebration of prayer and
action to protect our common home.

Our well-being is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth, and
we rejoice in this opportunity to connect, safeguard and celebrate
our common home and all who share it. This year, the theme for
the season is Peace with Creation and activities include (see
church doors)

17th September 12.30pm Season of Creation Mass at St
Stephen’s Cathedral, City

RDe

Latest edition of The Augustinian Magazine available at side table.

RDe

Trish returns to work 15 September.

Do

St James Parish Multicultural Mass
Sunday 28" September 2025 at 9am.
All parishioners are invited - can you take part?
See side table for ways you can assist.
(o watke with P

LA50Y N
Everyone is welcome to wear their traditional outfit and bring a traditional dish to share.

e School grounds will have no parking at 7am & 9am
mass on Sunday 28th September.

¢ Volunteers still being requested — see clipboard at
our side entrance: Flag bearers, Welcomers, hall set
-up and set-down, marquee set-up and set-down,
etc.

e There will be a Rehearsal for Mass Readers & Partici-
pants - TODAY Sunday, 14 September arrive 10:15am

e There will be a Rehearsal for flag bearers at 8am on
28th September.

e Please contact Amor (and the Worship Team) or Jaque
+ Melissa (and the Hospitality Team) for more infor-
mation.

2N

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

20 / 21 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 25t Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Children’s
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass.
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

27 | 28 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 26" Sunday Ordi-
nary; 28 September Multicultural Mass 9am; Saturday Vigil
6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms.

28 September Multicultural Mass 9am with cultural celebration
and food afterwards

OCTOBER 2025

Fr Francis away on Annual Leave 13th October - 13th November.

3 Friday 9am Anointing mass

4 | 5 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 27th Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal prepara-

Emmanuel City Mission asks for

these donations if you are able to

help out -

o Backpacks (urgently needed),

¢ Men's clothes (eg jeans, T-shirts, shirts,
shoes, socks, underwear, belts, caps),

¢ Instant noodles (packet or cup noodles),

e Canned food (eg tins of tuna, salmon,
corn, soups, baked beans, spaghetti etc),

¢ Biscuits, Chips, Muesli bars. (portable or individually
wrapped items are always popular because of their con-
venience & durability).

Baskets at entrances. Thank you for your donations.

R Oe

Marriage Encounter Weekend - 17-19th October 2025 .
We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become
the best version of yourselves . ogether and live your best life
in love! The_live-in"weekend is being held at Santa Teresa
Splrltuall(tjy Centre, Ormiston, commencin 7ch on Friday
night and finishes afte Mass at 4pm_on Sunday. Book via
www.wwme.org.au or email gldbookings@wwme.org.au for

more details.
g N

Social Justice

HOME FOR MISSION

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass for couples
celebrating their 50th wedding ‘anniversary or be-
yond. You are invited to attend, together with fam-
ily and friends. Saturday 27th September at

11.30am at the Cathedral of St Stephen. :':'”']'I‘['I:
St James Parish Retreat Day 11 g;ztgber

(Saturday) 9am-1pm at St James Parish Church
Pope Francis often referred to “a culture of
encounter” as being essential if we are to be the
Church that Jesus seeks us to be at this time
and in this place. Br Damien Price, a Brisbane
based Christian Brother, will break open for
participants a spirituality of encounter that we
can use in our every day lives.

Br Damien will make extensive reference to
Van Dilexit Nos — the Encyclical of
7 Pope Francis focussing on

§ e the Sacred Heart.

W ALL parishion-
ers and commu- ¥
5= nity members

§ Important: Scan
N QR Code to
RSVP!
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Rachelle Gibson —Principal
Liz Pashen —APRE

Phone: (07) 3457 1100
Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

Ministry Teams—get involved...

We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Children & Families (Brent)

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration

Parish Priest

Fr Francis Belcifia OSA
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au

Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Families.stiames@gmail.com

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA

sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au

Trish Rashad
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Worship (Amor)
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm

Young Adults (Thesi + )

Worshipandliturgy.stiames@gmail.com

Parish Secretary Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation
(David, Andreina, Darren)

Helen Cole

Business Manager ] .
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Adultfaithformation.stiames@gmail.com

Lauchlan Moore

Parish Council | )
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com

Communitylife.stiames@gamail.com
Chairperson

Hospitality & Community Life
(Jaque, Melissa)

Safeguarding Officer
Christine Umali

Counters

Isr.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan

% Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com
1st Sunday of month 10.45am

Meet in the Priory Dining Room

September 13 / 14 Kate + June September 20 / 21 Karleen + Sandra

Next week 25th Sunday VIGIL
Next week | Ordinary | SATURDAY Speinsid SUNDAY

21 September | 6PM 9AM
CHOIR Glen H n/a Canossa Choir
COMMENTATOR Pat W Patricia McK Melissa P
LECTORS Frank F Barbara De P Libby C
EXTRAORDINARY Sylvia P Heather L Denis Mcl
MINISTERS OF Lorie R (away) Christy U Deborah H
COMMUNION Helen D Priya Jaque S
ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Lea / Alejandra / Chelsey/ Doreen
POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Drew / Brendon |June S
WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Karla Arnold Karien Carl
COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John | Please send your names to us

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)

All Parishioners [l
Please register

Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com to FLOCKNOTE
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 3rd October at 9am. using this QR
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 3rd October at 7.30pm. code

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 21st September at 4pm.

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| Next 5unday's Readings Twenty Fifth Sunday Ordinary Time
(Year C 21st September)

First Reading Amos 8: 4-7 The Lord God spoke against those who buy the poor for money.
Second Reading 7 Timothy 2: 1-8 Let prayers be offered to God for everyone; he wants all people
to be saved.

Gospel Reading Luke 16: 1-13 You cannot be slaves both of God and of money.
www.stjiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
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