
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 

In the Old Testament, it is made very clear that how well the people are 
living in relationship with God is measured by how well the very least in 
the society are being treated. Time and again, God makes plain to the 
people, through the prophets, that what they are expected to do is live in 
right relationship with one another and with God. The cyclic rise and fall in 
fortune of the people of Israel is a direct result of the way in which they 
treat the poor and lowly of the society. When all in the society are              
properly cared for, Israel flourishes; but when the widows and orphans 
and other marginalised people are neglected and even rejected, then 
trouble befalls Israel. Today’s first reading, from the prophet Amos, is an 
example of this cycle and an example of the role the prophets played in 
calling the people back to faithfulness with God and faithfulness with one 
another. Amos berates those who luxuriate in comfort whilst ignoring the 
plight of others.  

The theme continues then into the gospel passage. The rich man lives in 
extravagant luxury but ignores the plight of Lazarus who is starving at his 
door. (This is not the same Lazarus that Jesus raised from the dead.) 
Both men die and, as Jesus taught over and over again, the poor man 
Lazarus is welcomed into the kingdom of God but the rich man, who            
ignored his neighbour, is trapped in Hades. When the rich man asks that 
Lazarus be sent back to life to warn others of the fate that awaits them, 
Abraham reminds him that the people of Israel have had a long line of 
prophets calling them back to faithfulness but their message has been ignored. 

Gospel Focus – Rising from the dead  

At the end of the passage, Abraham says that if the people of Israel have not been convinced to change their ways by 
the great prophets throughout time, then ‘they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead’. This is 
obviously a reference to the fact that by the time of the writing of this gospel – some 50+ years after Jesus – most of 
the Jews remained unconvinced by the message of Jesus, despite his rising from the dead. It is an indication of the 
rising tension between Jews and Christians at the time of writing. 

Living the Gospel – Paying attention  

It’s easy to be distracted by ‘having’ and forget to pay attention to ‘being’. There is no suggestion in the gospel passage 
that the rich man is in any way wicked or sinful, other than his lack of attention to the needs of one sitting at his gate. In 
the eyes of his neighbours, he was probably a very upright and just man, fulfilling all the purity requirements of his faith. 
But his focus of attention was on himself and not others. He lacked the compassion and mellowness of heart that    
Jesus reminded people was expected by God.  

Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-

St James Parish  
Retreat Day 

11 October 2025, 
(Saturday) 9am-1pm at     

St James Parish  
Church + Hall  

Parishioners, 
please RSVP by  
• QR code  
• You may 
choose to call 
the parish    
office 
33971671 

• You may choose to email the 
parish office 
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Pope Francis often referred to “a culture of 
encounter” as being essential if we are to 
be the Church that Jesus seeks us to be at 
this time and in this place.  Br Damien 
Price, a Brisbane based Christian Brother, 
will break open for participants a  
spirituality of encounter that we can use in 
our every day lives. Br Damien will make 
extensive reference to Dilexit Nos – the 
Encyclical of Pope Francis focussing on 
the Sacred Heart.   
 

ALL parishioners and community       
members WELCOME!!!    

Welcome to our 9am Multicultural Mass celebrating our diverse cultures. 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20Retreat


The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Twenty Sixth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 28th September) 

First Reading  Amos  6:1. 4-7 You who give yourself to licentiousness and revelry will be exiled. 
The almighty Lord says this: 
Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion and to those who feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria. 
Lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their divans, they dine on lambs from the flock, and stall-fattened veal; 
they bawl to the sound of the harp, they invent new instruments of music like David, they drink wine by the bowlful, 
and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, but about the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all. 
That is why they will be the first to be exiled; the sprawlers’ revelry is over. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10. R. v.2  Praise the Lord, my soul! 

 
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Obey the commandments until the coming of the Lord. 
As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient and gentle. Fight the 
good fight of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were called when you made your profession and 
spoke up for the truth in front of many witnesses. Now, before God the source of all life and before Jesus Christ, who 
spoke up as a witness for the truth in front of Pontius Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you have been told, with 
no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at the due time will be revealed 
by God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, 
the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 
who alone is immortal, 
whose home is in inaccessible light, 
whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: 
to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 16:19-31 During your life good things came your way just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. 
Now he is being comforted while you are in agony. 
Jesus said to the Pharisees: ‘There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently eve-
ry day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps 
that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came and licked his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by 
angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
‘In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out, “Father 
Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these 
flames.” “My son,” Abraham replied “remember that during your life good things come your way, just as bad things came 
the way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you a great 
gulf has been fixed, to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from our 
side to yours, and to stop any crossing from your side to ours.” 
‘The rich man replied, “Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my 
father’s house, since I have five brothers, to give them warning, so that 
they do not come to this place of torment too.” “They have Moses and 
the prophets,” said Abraham “let them listen to them.” “Ah no, father 
Abraham,” said the rich man “but if someone comes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.” Then Abraham said to him, “If they will not    
listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced 
even if someone should rise from the dead.”’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by 
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.  

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger.  

He upholds the widow and orphan  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Pope Francis Laudato Si (21) " The earth, our 
home, is beginning to look more and more like 

an immense pile of filth.” 

Practical Commentary: Participate in local clean-
up initiatives. Properly dispose of your waste, 
and encourage others to do the same. Support 
efforts to reduce plastic pollution. 

In honour of St Francis, choose one thing,         
anything, you can do this week to protect our 

earth. It might be drinking tap water instead of bottled water, or       
recycling if you aren’t already doing so, or walking or riding bikes     
instead of taking the car somewhere close. Then, at the end of the 
week, challenge yourselves as a family to continue the practice on 
a regular basis.  

Social Justice  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2025  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
OCTOBER 2025  
Fr John away on Annual Leave till 15th October. 
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave 13th October – 12th November. 
3 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
4 / 5 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 27th Sunday Ordi-
nary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal prepara-
tion session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays @ 9am mass; Hospi-
tality cuppa after 9am mass. 
6 Monday King’s Bday public holiday 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
8 ALPHA 6.45pm Wednesdays in parish hall 
10 Friday 9am St Thomas of Villanova Feast Day 
11 Saturday, 9am-1pm, Parish Retreat (Everyone wel-
come), church + parish hall 

Fr Francis’ new email address for communication 
BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au 

 

Fr John away Provincial Council Meeting and  
Annual Holidays 29 September—15 October. 

 
Try Alpha. Alpha is a safe space to explore life, purpose, 

and the Christian faith.     
St James Parish Hall, 
6:45pm Wednesdays from 
8 Oct to early Dec…  
The evening session in-
cludes a meal, a talk, and 
a conversation. The meal 
is a great way to connect 
and get to know everyone 
there. The talk usually 
lasts around thirty minutes 
and can be given as a live 
talk or played as an     
episode. After the talk, 
there is a discussion 
where guests share their 
thoughts and ideas on the  
session’s topic. Alpha is 
for everyone, please bring 

a friend, family member, work colleague. Alpha is free and 
everyone is welcome! Search and register at                                        
https://www.alpha.org.au/try 
Look for Alpha @ St James Coorparoo 

 
Risen Lord Community – International Guest Speaker – 
Lalith Perera in Brisbane. Programme in English … JESUS, 
the heart of our life held at St. James Catholic Church, 17th 
October 7-9.30pm. Receive an encounter with Jesus 
through worship, praise, and anointed teaching from Lalith 
Perera on 17th October. Come and be refreshed. All are 
welcome with no registration required. 

 

Latest edition of The Augustinian Magazine available at 
entrances. Fr John has contributed to this publication. 

 

Our next roster for weekend mass ministry will be available 
shortly. Contact your co-ordinator: Helen, Trish, Amor. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Maureen Ryan;  

Fr John Chalmers;  Ronald Pokarier; Mary 
Green; Christine Conroy; Dan Lafferty; Clark 
Porral; Angelina Valvasori; Lucy Lanzafame; 
Ida Susin; Lucinda Rosa; Teresa Pulikottil. 
And these anniversaries: Isagani Juanzon Sr; James (Jim) 
Downey; Barbara (Heeg) De Paoli; Paul Masci; Teresita 
Pamittau; Graeme Hill; Tony Ryan; Eduardo & Maria Da 
Costa Freitas; Mary Kelly, Matilda Kelly, Lizzy Hilman, M.E. 
Blaine; Lorenza Rivera; Errol Bergania; Dennis Collyer; Eu-
genio Sueta; Danica + Ivo Ljubas; Jelka + Anto Tolo; Con-
stantine Fernandez. 
Please pray for these unwell: Elisabeth Cortezano;  Lyn  
Edwards; Stephen Ashford; Aoife Stephenson; Rosemarie 
Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Renae Maguire; 
Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas;  
Caraline Wilson; George Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

Final week—Emmanuel City Mission asks 
for these donations if you are able to help 
out - 
Some added donations to bring dignity,    
hygiene and comfort—toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, soap, travel size shampoo +     
conditioner, roll-on deodorant, razors + 
shaving cream, sanitary items along with earlier requests of 

• Backpacks (urgently needed), 

• Men's clothes (eg jeans, T-shirts, shirts, shoes, socks, 
underwear, belts, caps), 

• Instant noodles (packet or cup noodles), 

• Canned food (eg tins of tuna, salmon, corn, soups, baked 
beans, spaghetti etc), 

• Biscuits, Chips, Muesli bars (portable or individually 
wrapped items are always popular because of their      
convenience & durability).  

Baskets at entrances. Thank you for your donations. 

 

Community and Hospitality Team invites 
our older parishioners and carer family 

members to an Interactive Workshop: 
Ageing Well with special guest Janice  

Ellison speaking (occupational therapist). 
This will take place at our Parish Hall on 

Sunday 26th October (after the 9am mass) 10.30– 12pm 
(morning tea provided). Use QR code to RSVP or phone 

the parish office to register 3397 1671.. 

 
World Mission Sunday appeal for 
St James parish is on 11th + 12th 
October 2025. We invite you to    
support the work of the Church in 
Zambia bringing hope to those who 
need it – for mothers struggling to 
provide for their families, women  
risking their lives to give birth and entire communities 
yearning for a brighter future. It will be the focus across the 
Brisbane Archdiocese. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 21 September 2025 
 

Collection Account numbers  
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total  Credit 
card 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$792.95 $195 $400 $285 $1,897.95  $225 

2
nd

 Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100005891  

$499.25 $159 $400 $285 $1,748.25  $405 

mailto:BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.alpha.org.au/try


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Twenty Seventh Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 5th October) 

First Reading  Habakkuk 1: 2,3; 2: 2-4 The just will live by faithfulness. 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14 Never be ashamed of witnessing the Lord. 
Gospel Reading Luke 17: 5-9 If you had faith! 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters September 27 / 28 Brendon + Kevin      October 4 / 5 Paul + Cecilia  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

27th Sunday 
Ordinary 

5 October 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R David B June S 

LECTORS Helen D Barbara De P (away) Mirielle M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Lorie R (away) 
Paul D 
Rosemarie Y 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Denis McI 
Amor McC 
Jaque S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Trish / Drew / Brendon  Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Loida Roland Ian Gian 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 3rd October at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 3rd October at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 26th October at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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