
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
In today’s gospel passage we see the importance that the gospel of Matthew gives to portraying Jesus as the fulfilment 
of scripture. Throughout this gospel, the author is at pains to demonstrate that Jesus fulfils prophecy. The purpose in 
doing this was not only to tie Jesus into the prophecies of the Messiah but to demonstrate that Jesus was part of God’s 
plan all along. This gospel was written at a time when there were growing tensions between early Christian communi-
ties and mainstream Jews. By highlighting the fulfilment of scripture, the author attempts to firstly reassure the Chris-
tian community in the face of aggression and resentment from the mainstream Jews and secondly, challenge those 
who oppose the Christian sect to see this movement as just another thread in the ancient story of their people. 

Having established the credentials of Jesus, the gospel writer then provides a summary of the teaching that will be 
played out in the gospel, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ Repent had a far more powerful mean-
ing than what we tend to ascribe to it today. Much more than simply being sorry, repent carried with it a sense of turn-
ing one’s life around; making amends for past failures; and choosing a whole new direction for one’s life. Literally, it 
meant a ‘change of mind’. To demonstrate the urgency and 
strength of this teaching, Jesus calls his first four disciples 
who immediately drop what they are doing and set out on a 
new life with him. These disciples are the first of many to 
‘repent’ and turn their lives around. 

Historical Context – Repent 
Jesus declares that the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater even than John whom he has just finishing praising as 
greatest of all men. It is an indication that in the kingdom, 
things are not as they are on earth. The blind, lame, deaf, poor 
and lepers that Jesus named earlier would have been seen as 
the very lowest of society. Their afflictions were seen as      
punishments from God and so it was assumed that they, or 
their parents, had done something to deserve this punishment. 
Jesus rejects this interpretation and shows these people to be 
the most open to responding to his message. 

Have you thought? People in darkness  
The passage from Isaiah that is quoted in the gospel, speaks 
of the people who dwell in darkness. The passage is ad-
dressed to the Jewish tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali – two of 
the twelve tribes. These two tribes lived in the northernmost 
part of Palestine and their lands were surrounded by Gentiles. 
Any non-Jew was regarding as living in darkness because 
they did not have the light of ‘truth’, but these two tribes also 
dwelt in darkness because they were surrounded by it.       
Regardless, the passage asserts that all who dwell in        
darkness (Gentile and Jew alike) will receive a great light. 

From the perspective of … The first called 
What must it have been like for those first four disciples Jesus called? The 
fact that they were fishing means that they had not been chosen to contin-
ue studying the Torah beyond childhood and had not been chosen by a 
rabbi to be his followers. Even as young men, these four were has-beens 
and had no hope of a rabbi asking them to be his disciples. Suddenly,    
Jesus appears 
and calls them 
to follow him. 
A life that had 
passed them 
by suddenly 
opened up 
before them! 
Of course they 
dropped every-
thing and     
followed.  
 Greg Sunter has 
worked in Catholic 

Coming shortly 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

3rd Sunday Ordinary (Year A) 25th January  
First Reading Isaiah 8: 23—9: 3 In the Galilean country, the people have 

seen a great light. 
Let In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will confer glory 
on the Way of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province of the nations. 
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase, 
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time,  
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian.  
 
 

Responsorial Ps Ps 26:1. 4. 13-14. R. v.1 The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17 I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make up the differences 
between you. 
I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between you, and instead of 
disagreeing among yourselves, to be united again in your belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people have been     
telling me, my dear brothers, it is clear that there are serious differences among you. What I mean are all these slogans 
that you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. Has Christ been parcelled out? 
Was it Paul that was crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Paul? 
For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News, and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy in 
which the crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 4: 12-23 He went to Capernaum, that the 
prophecy of Isaiah be fulfilled.                                               
Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went back to Galilee, and leav-
ing Nazareth he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the bor-
ders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 
fulfilled: 
Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations! 
The people that lived in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death 
a light has dawned. 
From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the message, ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea of 
Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with their net, for they were   
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.’ And they left their nets at once and 
followed him. 
Going on from there he saw another pair 
of brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John; they were in their boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. At once,      
leaving the boat and their father, they 
followed him. 
He went round the whole of Galilee 
teaching in their synagogues,              
proclaiming the Good News of the king-
dom and curing all kinds of diseases and 
sickness among the people. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the 
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, 
and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Commit-

This Sunday's Readings 

The Lord is my light and my help;  
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
Before whom shall I shrink?  

There is one thing I ask of the Lord,  
for this I long, to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple.  

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness  
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JANUARY 2026 
Fr Francis away, returns 2nd February 
26 Australia Day mass 10am and celebration afterwards (no 
8am mass on this day)  
28 School begins for 2026 
30 Friday 9am mass 
FEBRUARY 2026 
30 / 1 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday  
Ordinary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms; 
Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
6 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
7 / 8 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 5th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptism  
preparation session. 
9 Sacrament of Reconciliation Program—parent info session 
6pm in the church (children are Confirmed + Communion) 
10 ACBC Social Justice Launch 7pm St James parish hall  

St James Parish  
Sacramental Program 

Reconciliation 2026 for Year 5 children 
and older. These children have received 
both the sacrament of Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion. Monday 16th Feb
 ruary at 6pm - meet in the church for our Parent Info Ses-
sion + Session 1 (no children for this occasion). Email 
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au or phone 33971671 for 
more information. 

 

Counters Roster available in the Sacristy—thankyou. 

 

Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith, accompa-
nied by the support of a parish community.  Some partici-
pants continue their journey of faith by following a process 
called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. Our 
group will continue on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15am 
from Sunday 1st February 2026. Contact Priory  
(ph 33971671) or our parish co-ordinator 
kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
Australia Day mass 26th January at 10am and  

celebration afterwards (no 8am mass on this day)  

 
Friends of St Augustine gathering... 
will occur on Wednesday 11th February in our Priory
(evening time). More details to come. 

 

Have you been collecting your used stamps over the 
Christmas holidays? Drop them in the collection plate and 

we will get them to Mercy House for Archdiocesan charities 

 

All parishioners are welcome:  
Cuppa every first weekend after 9am mass—held by  
Community / Hospitality team. You’re invited to bring along 
a plate to share.  
Cuppa every third weekend after 9am mass—held by 
Young Adults group—you’re always invited to take part. 

 

We pray for our parishioners during our 1st Sunday 
masses (Vigil, 7am and 9am) when they have their birth-
days or wedding anniversaries during that month. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Lyn Edwards; Kate 

Mullins; Maria Tu Gai; Raynaldo Martinez;   
Fillipo Fazio; Susan Dunne. 
And these anniversaries: Emilio Elicano; 
Paciencia Alaan; Amada Elicano. 
Please pray for these unwell: Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry; 
Fr. Barry Grayson; June Spencer; Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb 
Peries; Estelle Cummins; Candice Crisafulli; Narelle Ford; 
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Neil Pokarier; 
Elisabeth Cortezano; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan;  
Fr Gerald Pedrera; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; 
Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Aurelius Panugaling; Maeve Healy; Laurence Healy. 

Prayers 

You are invited to the Brisbane Launch 
of the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference’s 2026 Social Justice Statement, titled "The 
Cost of Our Living: Economic and Social Justice for the 
Common Good", to be launched by Archbishop Shane 
Mackinlay.   
A reflection will be presented by Trish McMahon; current 
state president of St Vincent de Paul Society. Her 13 years 
of service with the Society have given her a deeper          
understanding of the need of those marginalised in our 
communities.  
The ACBC will now be releasing two Social Justice State-
ments each year making this a bi-annual event that brings 
together justice advocates from around the Archdiocese in 
a spirit of hope, collegiality and encouragement. Please 
register your attendance, St James’ Parish hosts a         
generous supper  If you are unable to attend in person, 
there will be live streaming.  
Gold coin donations are welcome for a Coorparoo St Vin-
cent de Paul collection. 
TUESDAY 10 February 2026; 7pm light supper for 
7:30pm start; St James' Parish Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue. 
Rsvp: 9th February 2026 

 
26 January Australia Day / Survival Day 
For many Australians, 26 January brings recognition and       
celebration of what it means to live in this country. For the     
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of this nation,       
26 January represents an event that is painful – the begin-
ning of colonisation, land theft, stolen children and  
oppression - an event that still impacts Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and their communities. To better  
understand the story of our First Nations people on Australia 
Day, we need to understand our shared history, and this is a 
huge task. As we reflect and remember what Australia Day 
represents, let us ponder Romans 12:15-16a says: “Rejoice 
with others when they rejoice, and be sad with those in  
sorrow. Give the same consideration to all others alike. Pay 
no regard to social standing, but meet humble people on 
their own terms." 

 

Planned Giving for the Week of 18 January 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$847.45 $160 $357 $480 $1,844.45  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$413.45 $60 $347 $480 $1,300.45  

Social Justice  

mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com?subject=RCIA%20enquiry
https://hs-441517552.f.hubspotemail-ap1.net/hubfs/441517552/Inclusion/2026/Social%20justice%20launch%202026/SJSL%20A5%20flyer.png?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_nUL7Nxza-X8aQgYJ_JBB1UsLlbJVsKiQp3YuvIRNLzv6RcwbK38hd0RAMtTef0LP7cZ3ZBIR4AGOi1JvH0Nm-dhCQsivr


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Year A 1st February) 

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 In your midst I will leave a humble and a lowly people. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 God has chosen what is weak by human reckoning.  
Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1-12 Happy are the poor in spirit. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters January 24 / 25 Lorie + Lea            January 31 / February 1 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

4th Sunday 
Ordinary 

1 February 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Helen D … Leo B 

LECTORS Karleen O’R Barb DeP Darren McC 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron S 
Anne S 
Sylvia P (singing) 

Jan L 
Don T 
Priya H 

Jaque S 
Christine U-M 
Karla V 

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen /  Helpers requested Darren Charlotte Melissa Bettina 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am begin again in February (till 
5pm until further notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th February at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th February at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 25th January at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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