
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 

How much faith does one have to have? How much faith is enough? How is it possible to measure one person’s faith 
against another?  

When the disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith, what exactly were they asking of him? These fishermen and 
nobodies chosen as disciples by Jesus must surely have had moments of realisation that they were not the sorts of 
young men normally chosen by Rabbis to be disciples. They must have looked around at the disciples of other teach-
ers and seen that, by comparison, they weren’t really in the same league. So they ask Jesus to increase their faith. 
What they’re saying is: make us more like the sorts of people we think we should be. Jesus counters their request by 
telling them that if they had faith the size of a tiny mustard seed they could accomplish great things. It’s not a matter of 
how much faith one has but what they do with it. How much faith does it take to do great things? Jesus says that it only 
takes the tiniest scrap of faith.  

Jesus follows up this statement by pointing out to the disciples that no matter how small the amount of faith, it carries 
with it a responsibility and duty to act upon it. One shouldn’t be looking for acclaim and special treatment when one 
acts out of faith as that is simply what is expected. The gift of faith carries with it a duty to live that faith and act upon it.  

Historical Context – Servants and Slaves 

When speaking about doing what is expected, Jesus uses the image of a servant or 
slave. Whilst this image may be a difficult one for us, Jesus is simply using an image that 
would have held meaning to his audience. The sense of doing what is expected without 
anticipating acclaim was best captured in the time by talking about a servant or slave. 
This does not suggest that Jesus condoned the practice of slavery or servitude – they 
were just cultural norms at the time. When Jesus spoke about these matters it was only 
to ensure that slave and servants were treated fairly.  

Scriptural context – A lesson for the disciples  
For the last few months, in the Sunday gospel readings, we have been working our way 
through the second half of the gospel of Luke. From the end of chapter 9 onwards, the 
gospel charts the journey of Jesus towards Jerusalem. Throughout this journey, Jesus 
teaches his disciples and attempts to prepare them for his departure and their need to 
step up and take on his ministry. Today’s passage is an example of this instruction to the 
disciples. Jesus makes clear that they are being called to give their lives to faith in ser-
vice of others without expecting any return – just as Jesus does! 

Gospel Focus – Faith  

The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, but their question – and the reply given by 
Jesus – does not make clear the faith that they want increased. Is it their faith in God; 
their faith in themselves; or their faith in the people they are called to serve? The re-
sponse by Jesus suggests that, in fact, it is faith in all these things. Faith in God and faith 
in self are intrinsically linked and Jesus makes plain to the disciples that this faith must 
find its expression in selfless service to others. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-
ture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

St James Parish  
Retreat Day 

11 October 2025, 
(Saturday) 9am-1pm at     

St James Parish  
Church + Hall  

Parishioners, 
please RSVP by  
• QR code  
• You may 
choose to call 
the parish    
office 
33971671 

• You may choose to email the 
parish office 
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Pope Francis often referred to “a culture of 
encounter” as being essential if we are to 
be the Church that Jesus seeks us to be at 
this time and in this place.  Br Damien 
Price, a Brisbane based Christian Brother, 
will break open for participants a  
spirituality of encounter that we can use in 
our every day lives. Br Damien will make 
extensive reference to Dilexit Nos – the 
Encyclical of Pope Francis focussing on 
the Sacred Heart.   
 

ALL parishioners and community       
members WELCOME!!!    

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20Retreat


The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

 Twenty Seventh Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 5th October) 

First Reading  Habakkuk 1: 2,3; 2: 2-4 The just will live by faithfulness. 
How long, Lord, am I to cry for help while you will not listen; to cry ‘Oppression!’ in your ear and you will not save? 
Why do you set injustice before me, why do you look on where there is tyranny? 
Outrage and violence, this is all I see, all is contention, and discord flourishes. 
Then the Lord answered and said, 
‘Write the vision down, inscribe it on tablets to be easily read, since this vision is for its own time only: 
eager for its own fulfilment, it does not deceive; if it comes slowly, wait, for come it will, without fail. 
See how he flags, he whose soul is not at rights, but the upright man will live by his faithfulness.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8 If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14 Never be ashamed of 
witnessing the Lord. 
I am reminding you to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you 
when I laid my hands on you. God’s gift was not a spirit of timidi-
ty, but the Spirit of power, and love, and self-control. So you are 
never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or ashamed of 
me for being his prisoner; but with me, bear the hardships for the 
sake of the Good News, relying on the power of God. 
Keep as your pattern the sound teaching you have heard from 
me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. You have been 
trusted to look after something precious; guard it with the help of 
the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 17: 5-9 If you had faith! 
The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord     
replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could 
say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea”, 
and it would obey you. 
‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, would 
say to him when he returned from the fields, “Come and have 
your meal immediately”? Would he not be more likely to say, 
“Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait on me while I 
eat and drink. You can eat and drink yourself afterwards”? Must 
he be grateful to the servant for doing what he was told? So with 
you: when you have done all you have been told to do, say, “We 
are merely servants: we have done no more than our duty.”’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publish-
ers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 
1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

 Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord.  

Come in; let us bow and bend low;  
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand.  

O that today you would listen to his voice!  
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’  

This Sunday's Readings 

Community and Hospitality 
Team invites our older  

parishioners and carer family  
members to an  

Interactive Workshop:  
Ageing Well  

with special guest  
Janice  Ellison speaking 
(occupational therapist).  

 

This will take place in our  
Parish Hall on  

Sunday 26th October  
(after the 9am mass)  

10.30– 12pm (morning tea 
provided).  

Use QR code to RSVP 
or phone the parish    

office to Register      
3397 1671. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 2025  
Fr John away on Annual Leave till 15th October. 
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave 13th October – 12th November. 
3 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
4 / 5 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 27th Sunday  
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptismal 
preparation session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sundays @ 9am mass; 
Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 
6 Monday King’s Bday public holiday 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
8 ALPHA 6.45pm Wednesdays in parish hall 
10 Friday 9am St Thomas of Villanova Feast Day 
11 Saturday, 9am-1pm, Parish Retreat (Everyone  
welcome), church + parish hall 
11 / 12 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 28th Sunday  
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.  

Our next roster for weekend mass ministry out now and 
emailed. Contact your co-ordinator: Helen, Trish, Amor. 

 
Try Alpha. Alpha is a safe space to explore life, purpose, 

and the Christian faith.  
St James Parish Hall, 
6:45pm Wednesdays 
from 8 Oct to early Dec…  
The evening session in-
cludes a meal, a talk, and 
a conversation. The meal 
is a great way to connect 
and get to know everyone 
there. The talk usually 
lasts around thirty minutes 
and can be given as a live 
talk or played as an  
episode. After the talk, 
there is a discussion 
where guests share their 
thoughts and ideas on the 
session’s topic. Alpha is 

for everyone, please bring a friend, family member, work  
colleague. Alpha is free and everyone is welcome! Search 
and register at   https://www.alpha.org.au/try 
Look for Alpha @ St James Coorparoo 

 
Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith, accompa-
nied by the support of a parish community.  This journey 
begins with ALPHA, details above. Some participants will 
continue their journey of faith by following a process called 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. During the 
RCIA process, participants meet with others to share, re-
flect, pray and learn more about the Catholic faith.  There 
are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The course will run 
on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, from mid-Dec 2025. 
Contact Priory (ph 33971671) or our parish co-ordinator 
kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
Risen Lord Community –  International Guest Speaker – 
Lalith  Perera in Brisbane. Program in  English … JESUS, 
the heart of our life held at St. James Catholic 
Church, 17th October 7-9.30pm. Receive an encounter 
with Jesus through worship, praise, and anointed teaching 
from Lalith Perera on 17th October. Come and be          
refreshed. All are welcome with no registration required. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Adam Lock; Pam 

Hall; Maureen Ryan; Fr John Chalmers;  
Ronald Pokarier; Mary Green; Christine 
Conroy; Dan Lafferty; Clark Porral; Angelina 
Valvasori; Lucy Lanzafame; Ida Susin. 
And these anniversaries: Fortunato Jun Olave; Isagani 
Juanzon Sr; James (Jim) Downey; Barbara (Heeg) De Paoli; 
Paul Masci; Teresita Pamittau; Graeme Hill; Tony Ryan; Ed-
uardo & Maria Da Costa Freitas; Mary Kelly, Matilda Kelly. 
Please pray for these unwell: Elisabeth Cortezano;  Lyn  
Edwards; Stephen Ashford; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; 
Fr Gerald Pedrera; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mum-
ma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; George 
Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

World Mission Sunday appeal for 
St James parish is on 11th + 12th 
October 2025. We invite you to    
support the work of the Church in 

Zambia bringing hope to 
those who need it – for    
mothers struggling to 
provide for their fami-
lies, women risking their 
lives to give birth and entire 
communities yearning for a 
brighter future. It will be the 
focus across the Brisbane           
Archdiocese in October. 

 
 
Marriage Encounter 
Weekend - 17th to 
19th October 
2025… We are     
offering an           
opportunity for you 
to learn to become 
the best version of 
yourselves together 
and live your best 
life in love! The live-
in weekend is being 
held at Santa Teresa 
Spirituality Centre, 
Ormiston. The 
weekend 
starts at 7pm on Fri-
day night and finish-
es after mass at 4pm 
on Sun-

day.  Book via: www.wwme.org.au or phone Joseph and 
Lisha D on 0481 307 821  

Planned Giving for the Week of 28 September 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,059.10 $295 $472 $305 $2,131.11  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$535 $410 $552 $305 $1,802  

https://www.alpha.org.au/try
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1bv0CP7LpriZlokmIZFytx_9Eg?domain=wwme.us9.list-manage.com


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Twenty Eighth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 12th October) 

First Reading  2 Kings 5: 14-17 Naaman returned to Elisha, the prophet, and acknowledged the Lord. 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 2: 8-13 If we hold firm, we shall reign with Christ. 
Gospel Reading Luke 17: 11-19 It seems that no one has returned to give thanks to God except this 
foreigner. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters October 4 / 5 Paul + Cecilia            October 11 / 12 Sylvia + John  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

28th Sunday 
Ordinary 

12 October 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Carina Family Choir n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Trish R Pat M 

LECTORS Karleen O’R David B (away) YAM 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron S 
Anne S 
Collette S 

Jan L 
Barbara DeP 
Romy U 

John W 
Karla V 
Jaque S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Drew / Brendon  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th November at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th Novemberat 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 26th October at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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