
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 

Today’s gospel is one of the stories unique to the gospel of Luke. At the same time, it is a commonly known story that 
is often cited to demonstrate the value of saying thank you. However, as usual, there’s more to this story than initially 
meets the eye. One of the recurrent themes of the gospel is at play here: the message of salvation that Jesus brings is 
available to all, not just the Jews. 

The first reading is an interesting link with the gospel of Luke. In chapter 4 of the gospel, when Jesus visits Nazareth 
and preaches in the synagogue, he later tells a story about the prophets Elijah and Elisha responding to the needs of 
Gentiles rather than Jews. He tells the story to make the point that the message of salvation is not reserved exclusively 
for the Jews. The incident involving Elisha that Jesus refers to in chapter 4 is the one we hear in today’s first reading. 

Whilst both the first reading and the gospel tell stories about the healing of those with skin diseases, the common factor 
is actually about their expressions of gratitude and conversion of heart. In the gospel, all ten men are healed but it is 
only the stranger; the foreigner; the Samaritan, who comes back to give thanks and to praise God. The others – Jewish 
men, presumably – are only concerned about themselves and have no time to acknowledge the graciousness of God 
that they have experienced. The gospel writer has Jesus emphasise the point that it is the Samaritan – the outsider – 
who has recognised God’s activity in his cure and come back to give praise and thanks. It is only he who has experi-
enced the change of heart; the conversion of faith. 

Historical Context – Leprosy 

In ancient times, a wide variety of skin diseases were loosely labelled as ‘leprosy’. Because of Jewish purity laws, peo-
ple with skin diseases were automatically regarded as ‘unclean’ and were forced to live away from others. The as-
sumption was that such disfigurement must be a punishment from God for sinful behaviour. When Jesus encounters 
the men they are outside the town and keep the required distance from Jesus. He tells them to go and show them-
selves to the priest, whose authority was relied upon to declare a person healed and fit to return to society after exten-
sive ritual purification. 

Have you thought? – On the Borders 

When Jesus encounters the ten men, he is travelling along the border between Galilee and Samaria. The level of dis-
trust between the Jews of Galilee and the Samaritans were deep and abiding. The land that fell between the two coun-
tries was sparsely populated and mostly barren. That Jesus should encounter the men in this environment is not sur-
prising for these men literally and metaphorically were at the border of society. Not welcome in any town, the men 
roamed the very edges of society. They lived their whole lives on the borderline – welcome nowhere and belonging 
nowhere. 

Gospel Focus – Where are they? 

‘The other nine, where are they?’ asked Jesus. Why would the other nine not have come back to give thanks? It is in-
sufficient to say that the miraculous healing these men experienced changed their lives. Being healed of this disease 
meant so much to them: they could return to their families; they could return to work; they could touch another person; 
they could walk among other people; they could join in prayer at the synagogue. As they hurried back toward town they 
must have been overwhelmed by the possibilities and opportunities that lay before them. But they neglected to 
acknowledge the source of their great joy! Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the 

Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Twenty Eighth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 12th October) 

First Reading  2 Kings 5: 14-17 Naaman returned to Elisha, the prophet, and acknowledged the Lord. 
Naaman the leper went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, as Elisha had told him to do. And his flesh 
became clean once more like the flesh of a little child. 
Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he went in and stood before him. ‘Now I know’ he said, ‘that there is no God in 
all the earth except in Israel. Now, please, accept a present from your servant.’ But Elisha replied, ‘As the Lord lives, 
whom I serve, I will accept nothing.’ Naaman pressed him to accept, but he refused. Then Naaman said, ‘Since your an-
swer is “No,” allow your servant to be given as much earth as two mules may carry, because your servant will no longer 
offer holocaust or sacrifice to any god except the Lord.’ 
 
Responsorial Ps 97:1-4. R. see v.2 The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 2: 8-13 If we hold firm, we shall reign with 
Christ. 
Remember the Good News that I carry. ‘Jesus Christ risen from the dead, 
sprung from the race of David’; it is on account of this that I have my own 
hardships to bear, even to being chained like a criminal – but they cannot 
chain up God’s news. So I bear it all for the sake of those who are chosen, 
so that in the end they may have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus and 
the eternal glory that comes with it. 
Here is a saying that you can rely on: 
If we have died with him, then we shall live with him. 
If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him. 
If we disown him, then he will disown us. 
We may be unfaithful, but he is always faithful, 
for he cannot disown his own self. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 17: 11-19 It seems that no one has returned to give 
thanks to God except this foreigner. 
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the border between Sa-
maria and Galilee. As he entered one of the villages, ten lepers came to 
meet him. They stood some way off and called to him, ‘Jesus! Master! 
Take pity on us.’ When he saw them he said, ‘Go and show yourselves to 

the priests.’ Now 
as they were going 
away they were 
cleansed. Finding 
himself cured, one 
of them turned back praising God at the top of his voice and threw 
himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a Sa-
maritan. This made Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten made clean? The 
other nine, where are they? It seems that no one has come back to 
give praise to God, except this foreigner.’ And he said to the man, 
‘Stand up and go on your way. Your faith has saved you.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 

 Sing a new song to the Lord  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm  
have brought salvation.  

The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel.  

All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy.  

This Sunday's Readings 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 2025  
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave 13th October – 12th November. 
11 Saturday, 9am-1pm, Parish Retreat (Everyone  
welcome), church + parish hall; morning tea 
11 / 12 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 28th Sunday  
Ordinary; World Mission Sunday; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 
9am); Baptisms.  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
18 / 19 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 29th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Children’s 
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
25 / 26 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 30th Sunday  
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 
26 Sunday, 10.30-12pm, Workshop Ageing Well 
(Everyone welcome), parish hall; morning tea 

Try Alpha. Alpha is a safe space to explore life, purpose, 
and the Christian faith.  
St James Parish Hall, 
6:45pm from this 
Wednesdays  
8th Oct to early Dec…  
The evening session in-
cludes a meal, a talk, and 
a conversation. The meal 
is a great way to connect 
and get to know everyone 
there. The talk usually 
lasts around thirty minutes 
and can be given as a live 
talk or played as an  
episode. After the talk, 
there is a discussion 
where guests share their 
thoughts and ideas on the 

session’s topic. Alpha is for everyone, please bring a friend, 
family member, work colleague. Alpha is free and everyone 
is welcome! Search and register at    
https://www.alpha.org.au/try 
Look for Alpha @ St James Coorparoo 

 
Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,  
accompanied by the support of a parish community.  This 
journey begins with ALPHA, details above. Some  
participants will continue their journey of faith by following a 
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. 
During the RCIA process, participants meet with others to 
share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic 
faith.  There are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The 
course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, from 
early/mid-Dec 2025. Contact Priory (ph 33971671) or our 
parish co-ordinator kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
We welcome back Fr John from his Annual Leave. 

 

Risen Lord Community –  International Guest Speaker – 
Lalith  Perera in Brisbane. Program in  English … JESUS, 
the heart of our life held at St. James Catholic 
Church, 17th October 7-9.30pm. Information Poster on 
our noticeboard. Receive an encounter with Jesus 
through worship, praise, and anointed teaching from Lalith 
Perera on 17th October. Come and be refreshed. All are 
welcome with no registration required. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Dulcinea Hernandez 

Brown; Adam Lock; Pam Hall; Maureen Ryan; 
Fr John Chalmers;  Ronald Pokarier; Mary 
Green; Christine Conroy; Dan Lafferty; Clark 
Porral; Angelina Valvasori; Lucy Lanzafame; Ida Susin. 
And these anniversaries: Stephen Gannon; Olga Aguirre; 
Fortunato Jun Olave; Isagani Juanzon Sr; James (Jim) 
Downey; Barbara (Heeg) De Paoli; Paul Masci. 
Please pray for these unwell: Glenda Sifuentes; Elisabeth 
Cortezano;  Lyn Edwards; Stephen Ashford; Rosemarie 
Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Renae Maguire; 
Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Sharon Lucas;  
Caraline Wilson; George Erbacher; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

World Mission Sunday appeal for 
St James parish is on this week-
end in October 2025. We invite 

you to support the 

work of the Church in 
Zambia bringing hope 
to those who need it – 
for mothers struggling to pro-
vide for their families, women 
risking their lives to give birth 
and entire communities 
yearning for a brighter future.  

 
Community and Hospitality 
Team invites our older  
parishioners and carer family  members to an  
Interactive Workshop: Ageing Well  
with special guest Janice  Ellison speaking (occupational 
therapist).  
This will take place in our Parish Hall on Sunday 26th 
October (after the 9am mass) 10.30– 12pm (morning tea 
provided). Use QR code 
to RSVP (other page) 
or phone the parish 
office to register 3397 
1671. 

 
How to place names of 
loved ones in our prayer 
list for masses  bulletin…  
· Visit Sacristy after 
mass and ask our 
priest to place details 
in Prayer book. 
· Phone our parish of-
fice (phone 3397 1671) 
· Email our parish  
office  

Planned Giving for the Week of 5 October 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$793.80 $450 $280 $305 $1,828.80  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$652.60 $370 $277 $305 $1,604.60  

https://www.alpha.org.au/try
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Twenty Ninth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 19th October) 

First Reading  Exodus 17: 8-13 As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage. 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 3: 14—4: 2 This is how the people of God become equipped and ready for 
every good work. 
Gospel Reading Luke 18: 1-8 God will see those who cry to him vindicated. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters October 11 / 12 Sylvia + John         October 18 / 19 Parish Staff  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

29th Sunday 
Ordinary 

19 October 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Libby + helpers n/a Canossa Choir 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Patricia McK June S 

LECTORS Sylvia P Trish R Pat M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Helen D 
Anne S 
Lorie R (away) 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Priya 

Karla V 
Denis McI 
Shadi A 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Cecilia  Trish / Drew / Brendon  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Ana Leo Kenisha 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th November at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th November at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 26th October at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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