
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 

In the gospel of Luke, widows represent the lowly of society. They also are a measure of how the society is travelling. 
In the Old Testament, God commanded the people to care for widows, orphans and strangers. Widows, in particular, 
were to be cared for by the whole community. From that point on, the level of compassion within the society could be 
measured by the care extended to the widows. A number of the prophets point to neglect of the widows as a sign that 
the community has turned its back on the covenant with God. The gospel of Luke picks up this prophetic tradition and 

on several occasions uses widows as the key figures in stories 
or parables.  

In this parable, the widow is petitioning her local judge for jus-
tice against towards the widow, but the judge fobs her off re-
peatedly. The widow, knowing that her cause is just, persists 
and finally wears down the judge.  

Another feature of the gospel of Luke is that the lowly and poor 
– represented here by the widow – are those who recognise 
their own condition and call on the mercy of God to lift them up. 
Jesus says that God will see justice done to those who cry out 
for God’s help. Jesus’ final comment about finding any faith on 
earth is a reminder that human beings have a tendency to think 
they can solve all their own problems and forget that they need 
God’s action in their lives. The faithful in the gospel of Luke are 
those who know that they are in need of God’s mercy and love 
and call out for it. 

Have you thought? – a parable about God 
When Jesus tells this parable about the widow and the judge, 
he is actually painting a picture about God for his disciples. This 
is not to suggest that God needs to be worn down by persis-
tence but rather it is a description of what God is not. If such a 
wicked and unjust judge can eventually be worn down, how 
much more quickly will God respond to a just cause? Yet the 
parable is told to reinforce the need to pray continually. The 
continuous prayer is not to wear God down – like the judge – 
but rather to demonstrate the genuine need. Greg Sunter has worked in 

Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious 
Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying 
with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of 

Community and  
Hospitality Team  
invites our older  
parishioners and / or  
carer family  members to 
an Interactive  
Workshop: Ageing Well  
with special guest  
Janice  Ellison speaking 
(occupational therapist).  
This will take place in our 
Parish Hall NEXT  
Sunday 26th October 
(after the 9am mass) 
10.30– 12pm (morning 
tea provided). Use QR 
code to RSVP or phone 
the parish office to  
register you 3397 1671. 

 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Twenty Ninth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 19th October) 

First Reading  Exodus 17: 8-13 As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage. 
The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, ‘Pick out men for yourself, and tomorrow 
morning march out to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, the staff of God in my hand.’ Joshua did as 
Moses told him and marched out to engage Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As 
long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek. 
But Moses arms grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him and on this he sat, Aaron and Hur supporting his 
arms, one on one side, one on the other; and his arms remained firm till sunset. With the edge of the sword Joshua cut 
down Amalek and his people. 
 
Responsorial Ps 120. R. v.2 Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 3: 14—4: 2 This is how the people of God become equipped and ready for every good work. 
You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be true; remember who your teachers were, and how, ever 
since you were a child, you have known the holy scriptures – from these you can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for 
guiding people’s lives and teaching them to be holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully 
equipped and ready for any good work. 
Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of the living and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name of his 
Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim the message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct 
error, call to obedience – but do all with patience and with the intention of teaching. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 18: 1-8 God will see those who cry to him vindicated. 
Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. ‘There was a judge in a certain 
town’ he said ‘who had neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the same town there was a widow who kept on coming 
to him and saying, “I want justice from you against my enemy!” For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, 
“Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just 
rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death.”’ 
And the Lord said, ‘You notice what the unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry 
to him day and night even when he delays to help them? I      
promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily. 
But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 
English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Accla-
mations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

 I lift up my eyes to the moun-
tains:  
from where shall come my 
help? 
My help shall come from the 
Lord 
who made heaven and earth.  

May he never allow you to stum-
ble!  
Let him sleep not, your guard. 
No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 
Israel’s guard.  

The Lord is your guard and your 
shade;  
at your right side he stands. 
By day the sun shall not smite 
you 
nor the moon in the night.  

The Lord will guard you from 
evil,  
he will guard your soul. 
The Lord will guard your going 
and coming 
both now and for ever.  

This Sunday's Readings 

Social Justice  
New members  
welcome: St James  
Parish Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP)  
Working Group  
Next meeting 
Monday 20-Oct 6:30pm 
St James Priory. 
Join us as we progress 
the journey of  
reconciliation with  
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples 
with an aim to better 
understand our shared 
history and the  
importance of working 
together for justice, 
peace and  
reconciliation. 
email: socialjusticeout-

reach.stjames@gmail.com  

Pope Francis encyclical 'Laudato Si' 146. 

"In this sense, it is essential to show 
special care for indigenous                 
communities and their cultural          
traditions. They are not merely one 
minority among others, but should be 
the principal dialogue partners,        
especially when large projects 
affecting their land are proposed. For 
them, land is not a commodity but 
rather a gift from God and from their 
ancestors who rest there, a sacred 
space with which they need to interact 
if they are to maintain their identity 
and values. When they remain on their 
land, they themselves care for it best. 
Nevertheless, in various parts of the 
world, pressure is being put on them 
to abandon their homelands to make 
room for agricultural or mining         
projects which are undertaken without 
regard for the degradation of nature 
and culture." 

mailto:socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com?subject=RAP%20meeting
mailto:socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com?subject=RAP%20meeting


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 2025  
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave 13th October – 12th November. 
18 / 19 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 29th Sunday Ordi-
nary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms; Children’s 
Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
25 / 26 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 30th Sunday  
Ordinary; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms. 
26 Sunday, 10.30-12pm, Workshop Ageing Well 
(Everyone welcome), parish hall; morning tea 
29 Wednesday Friends of St Augustine gathering 6.30pm in the 
Priory Dining Room.  
31 Friday 9am mass  
NOVEMBER 2025  
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave – 12th November. 

Try Alpha. Alpha is a safe 
space to explore life, pur-
pose, and the Christian 
faith.  
St James Parish Hall, 
6:45pm Wednesdays  
to early December. 
The evening session in-
cludes a meal, a talk, and 
a conversation. The meal 
is a great way to connect 
and get to know everyone 
there. The talk usually lasts 
around thirty minutes and 
can be given as a live talk 
or played as an  
episode. After the talk, 
there is a discussion where 

guests share their thoughts and ideas on the session’s top-
ic. Alpha is for everyone, please bring a friend, family mem-
ber, work colleague. Alpha is free and everyone is wel-
come! Search and register at    
https://www.alpha.org.au/try 
Look for Alpha @ St James Coorparoo or come along 
to our parish hall this Wednesday evening and join in. 

 
Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,  
accompanied by the support of a parish community.  This 
journey begins with ALPHA, details above. Some  
participants will continue their journey of faith by following a 
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. 
During the RCIA process, participants meet with others to 
share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic 
faith. There are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The 
course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, from 
early/mid-Dec 2025. Contact Priory (ph 33971671) or our 
parish co-ordinator kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
October 29 Wednesday Friends of St Augustine  

gathering 6.30pm in the Priory Dining Room.  

 

Cheers to our Volunteers! 
Please join us for a Thank You Dinner. We ask you to bring 
along a meal to share on Friday 21st November, 6.30pm in 
our parish hall. We will supply all drinks. 
An evening of thanks and an evening of fun is planned. 
Please RSVP by 10th November by calling the parish office 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Myra Kennedy;  

Pulikottil John; Michael Tueno; Nicole Lock-
ens; Dulcinea Hernandez Brown; Adam Lock; 
Pam Hall; Maureen Ryan; Fr John Chalmers;  
Ronald Pokarier; Mary Green; Christine Conroy. 
And these anniversaries: Stephen Gannon; Olga Aguirre; 
Fortunato Jun Olave; Isagani Juanzon Sr. 
Please pray for these unwell: Neil Pokarier; Glenda 
Sifuentes; Elisabeth Cortezano;  Lyn Edwards; Stephen  
Ashford; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald  
Pedrera; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina 
Diaz; Sharon Lucas; Caraline Wilson; George Erbacher; 
Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Jaythan Wanyen-Petracek. 

Prayers 

 
‘Missionaries of hope among 
all peoples’, extend Christ’s 
love to those in need in  
Zambia. Please bring back 
your appeal envelope, or go 
online at  
catholicmission.org.au/mission, or scan the QR code.  

 

We welcome back Fr John from his Annual Leave. 

 

Have you joined 
our Community 
Life Groups?? 
We will be hav-
ing an info ses-
sion shortly. 
If you would like 
to be involved, 
use the QR 
code to register. 
Or call the     
parish office 
33971671 and 
we can  
register you. 
When the  
session occurs, 
we will hear 
about how the 
groups work,  
discover what’s 
involved and 
meet others. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 12 October 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$896.45 $105 $457 $300 $1,758.45  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$545 $90 $432 $300 $1,367  

https://www.alpha.org.au/try
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/O8uQCyojOMhJPoyWcZfMtxg8ai?domain=catholicmission.org.au


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Thirtieth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 26th October) 

First Reading  Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-19 The prayer f the humble will penetrate the heavens. 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 All that remains is the crown of righteousness reserved for 
me. 
Gospel Reading Luke 18: 9-14 The publican returned to his home justified; the pharisee did not. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters October 18 / 19 Parish Staff                    October 25 / 26 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

30th Sunday 
Ordinary 

26 October 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Libby + helpers n/a Jan Q 

COMMENTATOR Frank F (away) Clare B Ray M 

LECTORS Ron S Patricia McK June S 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Sylvia P 
Collette S 
Rosemarie Y 

Jan L 
Barbara DeP 
Romy U 

Jaque S 
Deborah H 
John W 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Lachlan Trish / Drew / Brendon  Matthew A 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Adriana Jaque Peter Colomb 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th November at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th November at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 26th October at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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