
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel passage flows on directly from last week’s 
gospel and continues the teaching of Jesus about prayer. Where-
as the preceding passage emphasised the need for persistence in 
prayer, this passage is about the way in which we come before 
God in prayer. It is the tax collector, whose simple prayer is ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner,’ who goes home at rights with God. In 
this simple prayer, the tax collector recognises that he is not in 
right relationship with God and asks for God’s mercy. This is a 
hallmark of the lowly and outcast in the gospel of Luke: they rec-
ognise their need and seek God’s forgiveness and mercy. The 
model of faith that is depicted over and over again in this gospel 
is the one who recognises their need for God’s loving mercy and 
asks for it. We are repeatedly reminded that God’s mercy, for-
giveness and abundant love are constantly out-flowing towards us 
and all we have to do is humbly desire and welcome them. 

Humility is at the heart of this parable. The Pharisee is repre-
sentative of those who are assured of their own rightness but who 
rely on comparison with others to make themselves feel righteous 
and justified. The actions of this man were not limited to Phari-
sees alone, nor are they limited to a particular time and place. 
This man’s attitude of asserting his own faithfulness and religious 
observance by comparison with others can be easily seen in the 
world today. All faiths seem to be afflicted with these characters 
who assure themselves of their own ‘goodness’ by railing against 
those who are different. But, as the parable assures us, it is the 
humble who are exalted by God. 

Living the Gospel – Competitive prayer!  
For the Pharisee, his prayer is a competition. He prays aloud so that others can hear him and be impressed. Perhaps 
he thinks that God is as impressed as those who look up to him? His prayer is also an opportunity to make himself look 
good at the expense of another. Certainly, prayer is a time to celebrate with God our triumphs and successes, but 
above all it is an opportunity to be truly honest with God and with ourselves. The prayer of the tax collector is the most 
honest of prayers. This honesty is what is impressive; not the competitive showing off.  

Gospel Focus – At rights with God  
We are told that the tax collector, after his simple prayer, went home ‘at rights with God’. What does it mean to be at 
rights with God? It is nothing more and nothing less than the entire Judeo-Christian story. The story of the Old Testa-
ment is the story of God calling the people to live in right relationship with God and with one another. The Gospels are 
the story of Jesus calling all people to a richer understanding of his compassionate Father so that they may once again 
be at rights with God. The story continues and it is our constant challenge to be at rights with God also. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. 

Mass times inside bulletin. 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Thirtieth Sunday Ordinary Time 
(Year C 26th October) 

First Reading  Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-19 The prayer of the humble will penetrate the heavens. 
The Lord is a judge who is no respecter of personages. 
He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a poor man, he listens to the plea of the injured party. 
He does not ignore the orphan's supplication, nor the widow's as she pours out her story. 
The man who with his whole heart serves God will be accepted, his petitions will carry to the clouds. 
The humble man’s prayer pierces the clouds, until it arrives he is inconsolable 
nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement. 
And the Lord will not be slow, nor will he be dilatory on their behalf. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 32:2-3. 17-19. 23. R. v.7 The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 

Second Reading 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 All that remains is the crown of  
righteousness reserved for me. 
My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be 
gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have 
kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but 
to all those who have longed for his Appearing. 
The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support 
me. Every one of them deserted me – may they not be held accountable for it. But the 
Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole message might 
be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 
The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to his  
heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 18: 9-14 The publican returned to his home justified; the  
pharisee did not. 
Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being 
virtuous and despised everyone else, ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to 
himself, “I thank you, God, that 
I am not grasping, unjust,  
adulterous like the rest of man-
kind, and particularly that I am 
not like this tax collector here. I 
fast twice a week; I pay tithes 
on all I get.” The tax collector 
stood some distance away, not 
daring even to raise his eyes to 
heaven; but he beat his breast 

and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, 
went home again at rights with God; the other did not. For  
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who 
humbles himself will be exalted.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 
English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Accla-
mations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 I will bless the Lord at all times,  
his praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its 
boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad.  

The Lord turns his face against the wicked  
to destroy their remembrance from the 
earth. 
The just call and the Lord hears 
and rescues them in all their distress.  

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;  
those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. 
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned.  

This Sunday's Readings 

26th October Anniversary of Uluru              
handback 

Uluru is sacred to Anangu people. It is central to their Dreaming 
stories and Law (Tjukurpa). Anangu people lobbied for the    
return of their ancestral lands for decades.  
The Uluru handback took place at the base of Uluru on           
26 October 1985. Hundreds of First Nations and non-
Indigenous people looked on as the Governor-General passed 
over the title deeds for Uluru–Kata Tjuta to Anangu people. The 
Uluru climb was closed permanently on 26 October 2019, on 
the 34th anniversary of the handback.  Learn more about the 
Uluru handback. 

https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/uluru-
handback-anangu 

Social Justice  

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KCaFCk81VDI4ExO2C2fVuGYzwC?domain=nma.gov.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KCaFCk81VDI4ExO2C2fVuGYzwC?domain=nma.gov.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 2025  
26 Sunday, 10.30-12pm, Workshop Ageing Well 
(Everyone welcome), parish hall; morning tea 
Kerala Community Mass: last Sunday each month 4pm (26Oct)  
29 Wednesday Friends of St Augustine gathering 6.30pm in the 
Priory Dining Room.  
31 Friday 9am mass  
NOVEMBER 2025  
Fr Francis away on Annual Leave – 12th November. 
Quarterly Drive St Vincent de P Christmas Hampers late Nov 
1 Saturday All Saints Day 8am mass 
1 / 2 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Commemorate all 
faithful departed All Souls Day; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 
9am; Baptismal preparation session; Children’s Liturgy 1st Sun-
days @ 9am mass; Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass. 

We would like to acknowledge Libby and the Parish 
choir for doing their usual music roster and also filling in 
over a couple of months while another music group has 
been away. We really appreciate it.  

 
Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,  
accompanied by the support of a parish community.  This 
journey begins with ALPHA, details above. Some  
participants will continue their journey of faith by following a 
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. 
During the RCIA process, participants meet with others to 
share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic 
faith. There are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The 
course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, from 
early/mid-Dec 2025. Contact Priory (ph 33971671) or our 
parish co-ordinator kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
29th October Wednesday: Friends of St Augustine  

gathering 6.30pm in the Priory Dining Room.  

 

Cheers to our Volunteers! 
Please join us for a Thank You Dinner. We ask you 
to bring along a meal to share on Friday 21st No-
vember, 6.30pm in our parish hall. We will supply 
all drinks. 
An evening of thanks and an evening of fun is 
planned. Please RSVP by 10th November by  
calling the parish office 33971671 or email 
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
Thank you for all you have done for our parish 
throughout the year. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Ted Darcy; Virgilio 

Toledo; Michael Tueno; Myra Kennedy;  
Pulikottil John; Michael Tueno; Nicole Lock-
ens; Dulcinea Hernandez Brown; Adam Lock; 
Pam Hall; Maureen Ryan; Fr John Chalmers. 
And these anniversaries: Angelo Lanzafame; Errol Smith; 
Bob Sutcliffe; Stephen Gannon; Olga Aguirre; Fortunato Jun 
Olave; Isagani Juanzon Sr. 
Please pray for these unwell: Geraldine Costa; Neil Pokari-
er; Glenda Sifuentes; Elisabeth Cortezano;  Lyn Edwards; 
Stephen Ashford; Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald  
Pedrera; Renae Maguire; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina 
Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Payton Carroll; Emma Gilmore; Thomas Gilmore. 

Prayers 

Multicultural Mass pics on website—thanks to George DeP 
and other parishioners for your photos. 

 
Saturday 1st November 2025:  
All Saints 8am Mass & All Souls Vigil 
6pm Mass.  
Sunday 2nd November 2025:  
All Souls 7am Mass & 9am Mass.   
The Book of Remembrance will be at the front of the 
church from the end of October. You are invited to write 
down the names of your beloved departed on the page/day 
when mass could be offered for them.  
You are also invited to bring picture frames (small to   
medium size only) of your beloved departed to be              
displayed at the front of the church. November Mass Offer-
ing envelopes are available there.  

 
Have you joined our Community Life 
Groups? Sign up on the clipboard at 
church entrances. 
Our info session will be at 10.30am on 
Sunday 16th November - you're invited! 
Come to the parish hall to hear about how 
the groups work, discover what’s involved 
and meet others. 

 
All parishioners are welcome: Cuppa every 
first weekend after 9am mass—held by               
Community / Hospitality team. You’re invited to 
bring along a plate to share.  
Cuppa every third weekend after 9am mass—
held by Young Adults group—you’re always 
invited to take part . 

 

Irish community Annual Remembrance Mass on 
Sunday, 2nd November  -  12 pm @ Our Lady 
of Mt Carmel Parish, 312 Cavendish Road. 
If you’d like to mention a name during the Mass, 
please find a booklet at the door.  

Planned Giving for the Week of 19 October 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$652.50 $165 $500 $345 $1,662.50  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$509.30 $155 $435 $345 $1,444.30  

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=VOLUNTEERS%20dinner
https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/
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Parish of St James Primary School 

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed (All Souls) 
(Year C 2nd November) 

First Reading Isaiah 25: 6-9 The Lord will destroy Death for ever. 
Second Reading Romans 5: 5-11 Having been justified by his blood, we will be saved from God’s an-
ger through him. 
Gospel Reading Luke 7: 11-17 Young man, I say to you, get up. 
 www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters October 25 / 26 Romy + Christy            November 1 / 2 June + Kate  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

All 
Souls 

2 November 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F 

COMMENTATOR Karleen O’R Barbara DeP Darren McC 

LECTORS Frank F Clare B Ray M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Ron S 
Anne S 
Priya H 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Karla V 
Mel N 
Maria N 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Drew / Brendon  June S 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Ana Leo Kenisha 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 7th November at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 7th November at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 26th October at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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