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O \7/ Bringing Home the Gospel

December 85, 2020 + Christmas Day « John 1:1-18

Jesus Is Born

In John’s Gospel there is no account of Jesus’ birth. Instead, John reminds us that Jesus has been a
reality since the beginning, even before creation. Jesus is the Word who was with God and was God.
Father, Son and Spirit are not sequential. They are One. The Word became flesh, he brought new
life, and this life was a light shining in the darkness. “The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world” (v. 9).

On the first Christmas, a child was born who would change the world forever. He brought strength to the weak, courage to the
fearful, consolation to the sad, and hope to the abandoned. The child was Jesus. He brought light into the darkness.

All through the New Testament, and especially in John’s Gospel, we hear Jesus referred to as “the light.” We can understand this
metaphor when we contrast the gift of light to darkness. Nothing else changes when the lights go out, but in the dark we may feel
disoriented and vulnerable, sometimes even afraid. Turn on the lights, and we regain our sense of place and position. This is precisely
why Jesus came.

When the world was created, it was good. There was harmony in the FAMILY RESPONSE
universe and a sense of peace in that harmony. When people were created, . L
they were created good. Scripture tells us that humans were created in the Share the Christmas traditions you remember
image and likeness of God. With their Creator they shared the ability to love from when you were growing up. Ask family
and to create good out of love. Somewhere along the way this was members to talk about their favorite family
forgotten, evil moved in, and the lights went out. Disorientation, Christmas traditions.

vulnerability and fear followed. Love became tarnished, and what humans
designed was not always good.

Then came the first Christmas, and a new light came into the world. As PERSONAL RESPONSE
John tells us in his Gospel, those who accepted the light were given the
power to become the children of God. They regained their sense of place
and position. The darkness had no power over them. They knew who they
were and whose they were. Christmas celebrates this light, this life born in
Bethlehem, with us still today and yet to come in glory.

What are the positive things you want to re-
member about the family you grew up with?

Bringing Home the Gospel: Parent Reflections on the Sunday Gospels « Copyright © 2007, 2019 Judith Dunlap. Published by the Pastoral Center, PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved. Scripture
passages have been taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and used
by permission. All rights reserved.

St James Youth and Young Adults Ministry [YYAM] was initiated by

Fr Jaison Francis back in 2016 when he rounded up a bunch of young

misfits [well, not so young now] and asked what can we do for the

~ community. Fast forward to Dec 2020, the ministry has been through

some challenges but is still standing and growing from strength to

strength. We remain committed to being a platform where the youth

and young adults [and those young at heart] can gather to learn, grow

' in fellowship and volunteer their God-given talents to serve and be

active members of the St James community. Our theme for the ministry

is "Take courage, Rise, he is calling you'. [Mk 10:49].

No doubt 2020 has thrown us a massive curveball in more ways than

one, but we are forging on ahead with resilience and renewed hope for

we do so with the Spirit of God as our Joy, Advocate and Counsellor.

1 2021 will see us organising a BBQ and music night, the Alpha program
. N and worship evenings to name a few things in the works. If you would

like to know how you can get mvoIved feel free to contact the parish office or meet any of the young adults after

mass. Have a Blessed Christmas and a Fabulous New Year!

Curious about Alpha? Visit
https:/
www.alpha.org.au/try



https://www.alpha.org.au/try
https://www.alpha.org.au/try

Welcome and Overview to St James Parish for 2021

Take this handy info sheet home and keep on your fridge—or give to a family that needs this information...

Mass times & Services: current, but we will check with Archdiocese of Brisbhane as CV19
conditions change—keep an eye on our website for details www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

WEEKEND: Saturday 8 am; Vigil 6 pm. +2O2T N\
WEEKEND: Sunday 7 am, 9 am; we do not have Sunday 6pm mass at this time. "7\ & ’

WEEKDAY: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am. Church closed on Thursdays. e =, 7
WEEKDAY: Friday 9 am. (Anointing Mass time to be finalised, usually 1st Fri 10am) {
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30—5.30 pm via appointment (book online) i y QN
ADORATION: every 2nd Friday evening 7.30pm (still to be confirmed). &

ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th February 2021; first Friday evening of every month 7.30pm

NEXT HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 5th February 2021 (time to be finalised) at 9am.

NO CHILDREN'’S LITURGY (at this stage).

= Baptism Preparation - Dcn Tuan-Anh is offering this baptismal preparation in our
church. Come with your partner and your child. Baptisms can only occur after the

baptismal preparation has been completed.
Welcoming Rite - Presentation of your child to our parish community a week or 2
before the Baptism at a mass that is convenient to your family (Saturday Vigil 6pm;
Gy M. (', Sunday 7am or 9am).
S T s BAPTISM - after Sunday 9am mass at 10.30am (to be attended by baptismal parents;
\L(}/ ! baby; godparents; family & friends according to number restrictions + hygiene
procedures given by Qld Gov't and Arch Bne).

January 31% Baptismal preparation 10.30am in the church

February 7" and 14th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
Lent 21st February—28th March No baptisms during Lent

March 28th Baptismal preparation 10.30 in the church

April 11th and 25th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
May 2nd and May 9th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
May 30th Baptismal preparation 10.30am in the church

June 13th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
July 4th and July 11th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
July 25th (TBC) Baptismal preparation 10.30am in the church

August 1st and 8th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
September 5th and 12th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
September 26th Baptismal preparation 10.30am in the church

October 10th and 17th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
November 7th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)
November 28th Baptismal preparation 10.30am in the church

December 19th Baptisms occur Sunday 10.30am (3 families each Sunday)

- After Baptism, your child will be Confirmed
Sacramental program for children (usually around 8yrs of age). After

Confirmation, your child will receive First Holy Communion (usually around 9yrs of age). And finally, your
child will have receive Penance or Reconciliation (usually around 10yrs of age).
Sacramental  This process has been agreed upon by the Archdiocese of Brisbane (we can send you
Preparationt g article). In 2020, St James Parish had
' *Sacrament of Reconciliation completed in Term 1 (Yr 5 or older).
*Sacrament of Confirmation Program completed in Term 2 (Yr 3 or older).
*First Holy Communion completed in Term 3 (Yr 4 or older).
Dates for Sacramental Program 2021 are still subject to change.

<"

RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults ||<JC T on AT

Dates — Sunday mornings from October—November 2020 + January 31%-March 28" 2021 inclusive.
Times — 9.30-10.15am. Those who then wish to be received into the Catholic faith will be baptised (if
necessary), receive Confirmation and receive the Eucharist at the Easter vigil on Saturday, April 3", 2021.
Contacts — Priory (3397 1671) or Kevin Mahoney (38475778) or kevmahoney2@bigpond.com



http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com

- Contact our parish office (details on back page) at least 6 months
bt BT B3 before your wedding date if you want to book the church for a
wedding, or if you want to check availability of church. Please make sure that the
priest or deacon who will officiate or witness to your wedding won’t be the last person
you would organise to contact. Contact the parish office if you want to get hold of either

Fr Francis or Deacon Tuan for your wedding. Or you may get your own wedding
presider/priest/deacon. Contact our parish with other enquiries when you see the need.

— = = imi S0Ciety i youlh
A LTET BT YR Y DY T ST You are very welcome to join or volmfgeemmh" o Ve
volunteer in these following groups...  "fit

To complete your volunteer registration go to http://archbne.org/welcome R lseuml}teev£§
Weekend Mass Readers / Commentators / Eucharistic Ministers / Musicians / ‘L‘Lq Y

Hospitality Ministers / Assistance with mass powerpoints / Servers W‘"}I(wjrémmpmpe“’“ . Mem
Parish volunteers ml e
Special Ministers of Communion / Communion Ministry to the Sick Hand SI(;% e
Karleen O’Reilly & Parish volunteers telemon6@bigpond.com friends
Friends of St Augustine Ve ok whal's urder the
(3rd monthly Wednesday meeting in the Priory) Christmas tree +hat maters

Cathy Monterde cath.monterde@gmail.com or send text to 0455 313 215 ,+s whe around it..

Liturgical Ministry / Liturgy Preparation
(monthly Tuesday meeting in the Priory)
Helen Deakin & Parish volunteers hd524797 @gmail.com

Youth & Young Adults group

You can get involved, feel free to contact the parish office or meet any of
the young adults after mass. Doreen dashiki.c@gmail.com or Christine
icimanalac@gmail.com

St Vincent de Paul Conference

(fortnightly Thursday meeting in the Priory)
Ron Stephenson & Parish volunteers sj4151@svdpqgld.org.au

May Godss love surround,
gadjﬂmce ﬂbﬂum(z, C CKRiSTMAS
Snd. heavenly peace ife is very hiy and fas
‘-(51 all arounds Bu" [ am small ond slow,
' = Many things go whizzing pash
Cwlth @[&”"WJJ(W, the Season o That [ will never know. :
“What will | do with this life of mine?"
Consultative Bodies i | ocked the sky b ae 2
Your ife is fine sard & voice divine
Finance Committee " “Bnd what will it do with you?”

(every 2 months Wednesday meeting in Priory 7.30pm)
Mark Garden & Parish delegates
mrkgarden9@gmail.com

Parish Pastoral Council
(monthly Monday meeting in the Priory)
Ray Mitchell & Parish delegates 3892 1682

m 92 Kirkland Ave
(above the school
administration block)

Groups currently meeting in our parish
hall:

= Yoga

=  Rhee Tae Kwon-Do

=  Community of the Risen Lord

=  Bound By Faith

The Parish Hall hire is available for our regular renters, ensuring appropriate CV19 measures and paper-
work has taken place.

Incidental hall hire is available at this time, but currently it is not for occasions that involve food. We are in
contact with Arch Bne and will let you know when this situation changes.

Contact Parish office (33971671 or email osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au)
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The Parish of St James

165 Old Cleveland Road. Postal: PO Box 1051 COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671 OR 3847 3696

Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Administrator: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
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Administration

The Catholic Leader, Christmas, 2020

CATHOLIC

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA 3397 1671
On Pastoral Experience Deacon Tuan Anh Le OSA 3397 1671
Parish Secretary Trish Rashad 3397 1671
Safeguarding Officer Kate Pearson capearson

@optusnet.com.au

) . g Nativity of the Lord:
LCCEVERRCRI S Firct Reading /saiah 52 7-10 All the ends of

the earth shall see the saving power of our God.

Second Reading Hebrews 1: 1-6 In our own time, God speaks to us
through his Son. j}j"“cc’_i'ff)“""”"‘
Gospel Reading John 1: 1-18 The Word of God became flesh and dwelt ‘
among us, and we saw his glory.

For complete Sunday's readings, visit our St James website
(look for the Prayer tab).

THIS IS THE

SO LOVED THE WORLD.

HE sEnT Hhis ony. SoN. 7

Privacy: The privacy of all individuals is important to the ST JAMES PARISH and we are committed to protecting all personal information
we collect and hold. Our Privacy Policy is available at ST JAMES PARISH WEBSITE AND ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE WEBSITE or on
request from the Parish Office.

Privacy Collection Statement: The parishes, schools and agencies of the Archdiocese of Brisbane (we, us or our) may collect, use and
disclose personal information about you. We collect personal information directly from you and may also collect personal information passively
through our website. We collect your personal information to fulfil the mission and directions of our organisation, to administer the sacraments and
provide pastoral care to you, to provide you with other services and products you are seeking, to communicate with you about the services and
products we offer, to solicit donations and to comply with our legal and regulatory requirements. If the personal information you provide is
incomplete or inaccurate, we may not be able to provide you with the services or products you seek. We may disclose personal information about
you to our parishes, schools and agencies and service providers who assist us in operating our organisation.
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