
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
The choice of today’s gospel passage in the lectionary appears to be twofold. Firstly, the inscription above the crucified 
Christ reads, ‘This is the King of the Jews’, one of the scriptural references to Christ’s kingship – although that refer-
ence is more complicated than it first appears. Secondly, the feast of Christ the King marks the end of the liturgical year 
and the end of the year-long journey through the gospel of Luke. Given that the second half of the gospel is a physical 
and psychological journey towards Jerusalem and the death that awaits Jesus there, it is fitting that the final reading for 
the liturgical year is the crucifixion. 

When the feast of Christ the King was first conceived by Pope Pius XI in 1925, its intention was to emphasise the maj-
esty and power of Jesus Christ, King and ruler of the world. However, our understanding of ‘king’ as it can be applied to 
Jesus has changed significantly in the intervening years. Despite earthly notions of kingship and the role of the Messi-
ah, Jesus completely rejected such expectations and assumed the role of servant to 
the poor and outcast. As we have seen throughout this year, the gospel of Luke de-
picts in great detail the emphasis and priority that Jesus gave to the lowly and mar-
ginalised. 

The theme that flows through the gospel is again captured in the account of the cru-
cifixion. At this most critical point, it is a criminal, crucified alongside Jesus, who re-
sponds in faith to Jesus and asks to join Jesus when he enters into his kingdom. 
The criminal has a much better idea of the nature of the sort of king that Jesus real-
ly is than is revealed by the sign that Pilate has had nailed to the cross.  
 

Historical context —Christ the King 
The Feast of Christ the King was introduced to the liturgical calendar by Pope Pius 
XI in 1925. The establishment of the feast took place in a world that had suffered 
through the First World War and was unknowingly heading towards the Second 
World War. In this setting, the world was experiencing a dramatic growth in secular-
ism and an even more dramatic growth in dictators who were rising to power in vari-
ous states. The introduction of the feast was a call back from the secular and a call 
to remember Christ as having authority above and beyond any earthly leader. 
 

Scriptural context – Shepherds and Criminals 
The gospel of Luke is underlined by a message of hope for those who are afflicted, 
outcast and poor. In this gospel, the message and ministry of Jesus are directed 
specifically to these lowly ones. The significance of the role played by the poor is 
highlighted by the framing of the whole narrative in this gospel: the birth of Jesus is 
celebrated by shepherds and his death is accompanied by criminals. Shepherds 
and criminals – two classes of people on the absolute fringe of society; not dignitar-
ies or wise men from afar – are witness to the birth and death of Jesus. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-

YOUR GENEROSITY THIS CHRISTMAS WILL HELP FAMILIES  
SURVIVE THE COST-OF-LIVING CRISIS. 

Everyone deserves access to the essentials needed to live  
with dignity.   
Every day at the St Vincent de Paul Society, we see that ordinary people 
are able to make an extraordinary difference in their local communities. 
We are inspired by the joy of the Gospels and our Catholic social        
teachings to do things that matter. The spirit to feed, heal, shelter, nurture, 
and inspire – the power to change lives – is in everyone. As we enter this Advent season, 
your commitment to helping those experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and 
homelessness is still very much needed and appreciated. If you are able to make a              

contribution to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal, please do so today.  
Your support can provide financial and emotional assistance to families spending Christmas in poverty.  

VISIT the JESSE TREE with Christmas tags for gift giving -  
located near the side entrance to the Church.  

All donations received by 7th December will be greatly appreciated as the Christmas Hampers will be delivered 
the following week. OR If you wish to give a financial donation, envelopes for this purpose will be available at the door 
or on the pews.  
ALTERNATIVELY - You may wish to make a direct deposit to:   BSB: 064786         ACCT: 100026564  
ACCT NAME: SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo   
THANK YOU for your generous support.                                  St James Coorparoo Conference St V de P Society 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Lord Christ King of the Universe 
(Year C 23rd November) 

First Reading 2 Samuel 5: 1-3 They anointed David king of Israel. 
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In days past when 
Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who shall be 
shepherd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, 
and King David made a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of Israel. 
 
Responsorial Ps 121:1-5. R. see v.2 Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

 
Second Reading Colossians 1: 12-20 He has taken us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. 
We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light.  
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness 
and created a place for us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we 
gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. 
He is the image of the unseen God 
and the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were created all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and everything invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers – 
all things were created through him and for him. 
Before anything was created, he existed, 
and he holds all things in unity. 
Now the Church is his body, he is its head. 
As he is the Beginning, 
he was first to be born from the dead, 
so that he should be first in every way; 
because God wanted all perfection 
to be found in him 
and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, 
everything in heaven and everything on earth, 
when he made peace by his death on the cross. 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 23: 35-43 Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He saved others,’ they 
said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they ap-
proached to offer him vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ Above him there was an inscrip-
tion: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as well.’ But the 
other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in 
our case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said, 
‘remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied, ‘today you will be with me in para-
dise.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

This Sunday's Readings 

The Catholic Leader 2026 -                                                     
PRINT subscriptions will resume in 2026.                                     
November issue of The Catholic Leader lets all parishioners 
know they can stay connected through our stories and updates. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and for helping us spread 
our mission of faith-filled journalism since 1929.  
 
Visit https://catholicleader.com.au/subscribe/ 
Call 07 33243555 

I rejoiced when I heard them say:  
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem is built as a city  
strongly compact. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord.  

For Israel’s law it is,  
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David.  

Together we can keep the faith alive - Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 
Ora will visit next weekend 29 / 30 November. 
Did you know that across the world tens of millions of Christian families are in exile following  
persecution because of their faith?  
Aid to the Church in Need is a spiritual and pastoral charity which seeks to keep the flame of  
faith alive in those places where it is at risk of extinction. 
We will shortly welcome to our parish an ACN speaker who will share with us about the work of Aid  
to the Church in Need and how we can help our suffering and persecuted brothers and sisters.  

https://catholicleader.com.au/subscribe/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 2025  
23 Kerala Community Mass: 4pm  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
26 Wednesday ALPHA in the hall (6.45pm) 
28 Nov – 3 Dec Youth Festival Melbourne Fr F and Fr A away 
29 / 30 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 1st Sunday of  
Advent (liturgical Year A); Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 
9am); No Baptisms. 
DECEMBER 2025 
Till 7th December St Vincent de Paul Christmas Donations. 
Fr Anson away on Annual Leave till 17 December. 
2 Tuesday Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Concert 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
3 Wednesday FINAL ALPHA in the hall (6.45pm) 
5 Friday 9am School Farewell Mass (not Anointing mass) 
6 Saturday St James Parish Ministries Annual Planning Day 

Our Christmas Masses will be  
Christmas Vigil Wednesday 24th 6pm and 10pm;  
also Christmas Day Thursday 25th 7am and 9am.  
Will you be here? Let your co-ordinator know... 
Christmas Vigil 6pm—Cecilia and Sylvia. 
Christmas Night 10pm—Amor McC. 
Christmas Day 7am—Trish and Barbara. 
Christmas Day 9am—Christine U-M. 
Like every year, we ask for volunteers: Readers, Altar  
Servers, Commentator, Collectors, Powerpoint operators, 
Holy Communion Ministers, (Choirs already sorted). 

 
Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,  
accompanied by the support of a parish community.  Some  
participants continue their journey of faith by following a 
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. 
During the RCIA process, participants meet with others to 
share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic 
faith. There are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The 
course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, 
from 7th December 2025. Contact Priory (ph 33971671) 
or our parish co-ordinator kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
In Holy Stillness— a new Advent prayer      
reflection resource for individuals or 
groups. A 26-day reflection resource for 
Advent 2025. Cost $5 – available now.  
At church entrance or visit the Sacristy—
bring cash or we have the eftpos machine. 

 
Fundraiser for YAM Young 
Adult Ministry. 
$22 at church entrance or 
Sacristy - 
• Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible 
• Liturgical information of the 
day, including feasts and       
memorials of saints. 
• Space to note down personal 
reflections, and important 
events. 
• Produced in flexi-cover format 
with attractive colour designs. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Fillipo Fazio; Susan 

Dunne; Noel Everding; Lillian Dorry; Glenda 
Sifuentes; Morna Kassulke; Sr Kathleen Lee 
SGS; Fr Frank Lourigan; Jack Anderson; Ted 
Darcy; Virgilio Toledo; Michael Tueno; Myra Kennedy. 
And these anniversaries: Reg Chapman; Moacir Soares de 
Novaes; Adeilda & Aristeia & Manoel Borges de Novaes; 
Dan Sheridan; Eileen Wall; Vince Vitanza; Helena Carr; 
Edith Ash; Angelo Lanzafame; Errol Smith. 
Please pray for these unwell: Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb 
Peries; Estelle Cummins; Candice Crisafulli; Narelle Ford; 
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Renae 
Maguire; Neil Pokarier; Elisabeth Cortezano; Rosemarie 
Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Sylvia Wilson; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Helena Lui; Mia & Zoe Hawker; Hazel Ball. 

Prayers 

Christmas Cards and Calendars now 
available for purchase at church entrance. 
Christmas cards $3                     
Franciscan calendars $8  
Columban calendars $10 

  
All parishioners are welcome:  
Cuppa every first weekend after 9am mass—held by  
Community / Hospitality team. You’re invited to bring along 
a plate to share.  
Cuppa every third weekend after 9am mass—held by 
Young Adults group—you’re always invited to take part . 

 
Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Concert 2025 
2nd December 9am – 11.15am (doors open 9am) 

Our parish still has 2 tickets available. Call us 33971671. 

 
Roster for Mass Ministry 2026 will be sent out in early- 
December. Let us know if you are / aren’t available.  
Remember, helpers are noted on the back page of emailed 
ministry roster to assist if you are unable to attend. 

 
 

Planned Giving for the Week of 16 November 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$980.90 $275 $200 $310 $1,765.90  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$530.20 $365 $200 $310 $1,405.20  

mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com?subject=RCIA%20enquiry
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

1st Sunday Advent 
(Year A 30th November) 

First Reading Isaiah 2: 1-5 The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God. 
Second Reading Romans 13: 11-14 The time has come, our salvation is near. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 24: 37-44 Stay awake, you must be ready. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters November 22 / 23 Paul + Cecilia                November 29 / 30 Sylvia +             

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

1st Sunday 
Advent 

30 November 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Vigil Voices n/a Chris + Sylvia 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Clare B Kate P 

LECTORS Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Lorie R 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

Jaqueline S 
Denis McI 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Paul D Trish / Drew / Brendon  Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 12th December at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th December at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 23rd November at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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