ST JAMES PARISH
COORPAROO

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT
YR A 2025 WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND
KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
30 NOVEMBER AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

1ST SUNDAY
ADVENT

Gospel Reflection

The first Sunday of Advent sees the commencement of the new liturgical year. This new liturgical cycle is referred to as
Year A and features the gospel of Matthew. (Year B features the gospel of Mark and Year C, that we have just
completed, features the gospel of Luke.) Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus which literally means ‘coming’; it
is also reflected in the Greek word Parousia, which is used to describe the second coming of Jesus. So Advent is a
time of preparation and anticipation of the coming of Christ into the world that is celebrated in the Nativity at Christmas.
The gospel passage chosen for today’s reading richly expresses that anticipation and need for preparation.

It may seem a little confusing that we begin our year-long exploration of the gospel of Matthew by taking a reading from
chapter 24. However, the need for readiness and alertness that Jesus speaks about in relation to the coming of the
Kingdom is equally suitable for a modern audience when preparing to celebrate once again the coming of Jesus into
the world. Jesus is the best expression of the Kingdom that we have yet experienced and so rather than seeing the
choice of this passage as a confusion, we should recognise the alignment that exists between the anticipation of the
Kingdom and the anticipation of the Nativity.

The two great feasts of Christianity — the Nativity and Easter — are each preceded by a period of preparation: Advent
and Lent. The emphasis of these seasons is on the mental and spiritual preparation to fully enter into one of the great
mysteries of faith. In the Nativity, we celebrate God become human; God present in the world in a physical way. Advent
is a time to remember the many and varied ways that God continues to be present in the world.

Historical context —The Advent Wreath

One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the wreath. The encircling wreath is symbolic of God without
beginning or end and the green foliage represents our hope in God. There are usually five candles in the wreath, a
central white candle representing the light of Christ that came into the world and then four outside candles that are
usually purple and rose coloured. The first candle is generally symbolic of Hope and Expectation. The third candle —
the rose or pink candle — celebrates the Joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. The progressive lighting of the
candles marks the journey towards the Nativity.

Scriptural context — Burglars in the night

The teachings and sayings of Jesus reveal him to be a clever public speaker and story teller.
His use of imagery and language captivated the imagination of his audience. However, we
have tended to endow his every word with awesome significance and layers of meaning.
Today’s reading is an example where Jesus used a confronting image simply to gain his
audience’s attention. He does not intend to suggest that God sneaks up on us like a burglar
and is seeking to catch us out. The image conveys the need to prepare for what might
happen unexpectedly.

Gospel Focus — Get Ready!

Jesus draws a parallel between the people in Noah’s time and the people of his own time.
What it reflects is a complacency that periodically overtook the Jewish people. When the
people bound themselves to God in covenant their lives gradually became better. Inevitably,
their lives improved to such a state that they forgot God was responsible for their blessings.
They ignored their relationship with God and became complacent about their good fortune.
Ultimately, their comfort was brought to an end and they recognised once again their need for

God. Jesus calls the people to get ready because the pattern is repeating itself. Greg Sunter has
worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission
and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people.
He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and

YOUR GENEROSITY THIS CHRISTMAS WILL HELP FAMILIES
SURVIVE THE COST-OF-LIVING CRISIS.

Everyone deserves access to the essentials needed to live with dignity.
Every day at the St Vincent de Paul Society, we see that ordinary people are able to make an extraordinary
difference in their local communities. We are inspired by the joy of the Gospels and our Catholic social teachings
to do things that matter. The spirit to feed, heal, shelter, nurture, and inspire — the power to change lives — is in
everyone. As we enter this Advent season, your commitment to helping those
experiencing disadvantage, poverty, loneliness and homelessness is still very
much needed and appreciated. If you are able to make a contribution to the
Vinnies Christmas Appeal, please do so today.

Your support can provide financial and emotional assistance to families

spending Christmas in poverty.

All donations received by 7th December will be greatly appreciated as the Christmas
Hampers will be delivered following week. OR If you wish to give a financial donation,
envelopes for this purpose will be available at the door or on the pews.
ALTERNATIVELY - You may wish to make a direct deposit to: BSB: 064786
ACCT: 100026564 ACCT NAME: SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo
THANK YOU for your generous support.
St James Coorparoo Conference St V de P Society




This Sunday's Readings IRl Aa vkt
(Year A 30th November)

First Reading /saiah 2: 1-5 The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the
hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; and they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’

He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their swords into
ploughshares, their spears into sickles.

Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be no more training for war.

O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Responsorial 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

| rejoiced when | heard them
say:

‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusa-
lem.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel's law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of
judgement

For the peace of Jerusalem
pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!

in your palaces, peace!’

May peace reign in your walls,

For love of my brethren and
friends

| say: ‘Peace upon you!
For love of the house of the
Lord

| will ask for your good.

of the house of David.

Second Reading Romans 13: 11-14 The time has come, our salvation is near.

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were converted.
The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon — let us give up all
the things we prefer to do under the cover of the dark; let us arm
ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do
in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness,
and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Dawn Masses at St James

16-24 December, 5am.

Gospel Reading Matthew 24: 37-44 Stay awake, you must be
ready.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah'’s day, so will it be
when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood
people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up
to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the
Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of
Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of
two women at themmillstone grinding, one is taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master
is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the householder had
known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would
have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break
through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’

Breakfast will be served after mass.
Come and join us!

StJames Church
165 Old Cleveland Rd., Coorparoo

Prepare the way of the Lord...

gl |

Tuesday 16th December
Advent 2nd Rite of Reconciliation
7pminour church

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English
translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, Internation-
al Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in

the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
Aid to the

@ Church in Need

ACN AUSTRALIA

Together we can keep

the faith alive -

Aid to the Church in

Need (ACN)

Ora visits this weekend

29 / 30 November.

Did you know that across the world tens of millions of
Christian families are in exile following persecution

because of their faith?

EHE Aid to the Church in Need is a spiritual

E Ora, an ACN speaker, will share with us

about the work of Aid to the Church in

= and pastoral charity which seeks to
=1 keep the flame of faith alive in those

Need and how we can help our suffering and

persecuted brothers and sisters.

fly velunteers

Jh mr Meeded)

Are you available to help this Christmas
with our Christmas Masses?
Christmas Eve 6pm mass - see Cecilia + Sylvia.
Christmas Eve 10pm night mass - see Amor.
Christmas Day 7am mass - see Trish + Barb.
Christmas Day 9am mass - see Christine.

places where it is at risk of extinction.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000e

The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their .

continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.




Please pray for recently
deceased: Susan Dunne; Fillipo
Fazio; Susan Dunne; Noel Everding; Lillian
Dorry; Glenda Sifuentes; Morna Kassulke; Sr
Kathleen Lee SGS; Fr Frank Lourigan; Jack
Anderson; Ted Darcy; Virgilio Toledo; Michael Tueno.
And these anniversaries: Joanne Downey; Reg Chapman;
Moacir Soares de Novaes; Adeilda & Aristeia & Manoel
Borges de Novaes; Dan Sheridan; Eileen Wall;
Vince Vitanza; Helena Carr; Edith Ash; Angelo Lanzafame.
Please pray for these unwell: Fr Barry Grayson; Roy
Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Estelle Cummins; Candice Cris-
afulli; Narelle Ford; Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine
Costa; Renae Maguire; Neil Pokarier; Elisabeth Cortezano;
Rosemarie Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Sylvia
Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.

2N

DECEMBER 2025

Till 7" December St Vincent de Paul Christmas Donations.

Fr Anson away on Annual Leave till 177 December.

2 Tuesday Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Concert

Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm

3 Wednesday FINAL ALPHA in the hall (6.45pm)

5 Friday 9am School Farewell Mass (not Anointing mass)

6 Saturday St James Parish Ministry Team members—Annual
Planning Day (9am—12pm in the hall)

6 / 7 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday
Advent; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am; Children’s Liturgy

Our Volunteers Dinner was another lovely occasion
where we could come together and celebrate.

RSe

Anointing Mass for December—Please Note ...
Friday 12th December 9am Mass.

e

Our Christmas Masses will be

Christmas Vigil Wednesday 24th 6pm and 10pm;
also Christmas Day Thursday 25th 7am and 9am.
Will you be here? Let your co-ordinator know...
Christmas Vigil 6pm—Cecilia and Sylvia.

Christmas Night 10pm—Amor McC.

Christmas Day 7am—Trish and Barbara.

Christmas Day 9am—Christine U-M.

Like every year, we ask for volunteers to let us know.

Do

Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,
accompanied by the support of a parish community. Some
participants continue their journey of faith by following a
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA.
The course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15
am, from 7th December 2025. Contact Priory (ph
33971671) or our parish co-ordinator
kevmahoney2@bigpond.com

Do

Last copies available—
In Holy Stillness— a new Advent
prayer reflection resource for
individuals or groups. A 26-day
reflection resource for Advent
2025. Cost $5 — available now.

: At church entrance or visit the
Sacristy—bring cash or we have the eftpos
machine.

RIe
GOD S WORD Fundraiser for YAM Young Adult

ﬂ Ministry.
Liturgical information of the day,
» Space to note down personal reflections, and

$22 at church entrance or
A Scripture readings from the
including feasts and memorials of
important events.

Sacristy -
@ ’% Jerusalem Bible
z saints.

AR
EXI II[)ITIOI I

1st Sundays @ 9am mass; Hospitality cuppa after 9am mass.
Tuesdays Final for 2025 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till
5pm...begins again 4th February 2026.

13 / 14 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday
Advent; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.

10 Wednesday Friends of St Augustine Christmas gathering -

Christmas Cards and Calendars now
available for purchase at church entrance.
Christmas cards $3

Franciscan calendars $8

Columban calendars $10

RISe

Roster for Mass Ministry 2026 will be sent out in

early- December.

Let us know if you are / aren’t available.

Remember, helpers are noted on the back page of emailed
ministry roster to assist if you are unable to attend.

R Do

FOSA Christmas Gathering at Easts. All parishioners
are welcome: Wednesday 10th December, 6pm @ Easts.

R Oe

Cuppa every first weekend after 9am mass—held by
Community / Hospitality team. You're invited to bring along
a plate to share. Also, bring some plants and produce
from your home garden to share with others at our monthly
sharing event after the 9am mass.

RSe

Passion for Art Exhibition, Tuesday 2nd December 10am
—4pm. Little King’s Movement, 33 O’Keefe St, Buranda.

Opening: Tues 2 Dec 10AM - 4PM

PASSION FOR ARTS

Where: Little King’s Movement
31-33 O’Keefe St, Buranda

FREE ENTRY

For more information

passionforartsinc@gmail .com

Planned Giving for the Week of 23 November 2025

. Loose mone Envelopes Direct Donation Credit

Collection Account numbers | [rot pledged] | [pledgad] | Debit | ~ Tap card | Total
15! Collection Augustinian Prio
BSB- 064 780 9 Y| s$465.10 $105 | $422 | $515 | 245 | $1,752.10
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection ADF St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $407.40 $115 $427 $515 $425 $1,889.40
Account #: 100005891



mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com?subject=RCIA%20enquiry

Parish of St James

Primary School YAy
A <&
165 Old Cleveland Road, 92 Kirkland Ave, (2 T (7))
Coorparoo, 4151. C 4151
Postal: oorparoo, ' 2, S
PO Box 1051 Rachelle Gibson —Principal U, B (&

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration

Parish Priest

Liz Pashen —APRE

Phone: (07) 3457 1100

Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

Ministry Teams—get involved...

We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...

Children & Families (Brent)

Fr Francis Belcifia OSA
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au

Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Families.stiames@gmail.com

Fr John Sullivan OSA
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au

Trish Rashad
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Assistant Priest Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com

2nd Tue of month 6.30pm
Young Adults (Thesi + )

Parish Secretary Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com

Adult Faith Formation
(David, Andreina, Darren)

Helen Cole Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com

Business Manager ] .
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au

Communitylife.stiames@gamail.com

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjiames@gmail.com
eet In the Priory Dining Room

Lauchlan Moore

Parish Council | )
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com

Hospitality & Community Life
Chairperson

(Jaque, Melissa)

Safeguarding Officer Isr.stjiames@bne.catholic.net.au

Social Justice (Dan
Christine Umali

1st Sunday of mont?w 10.45am

November 29 / 30 Sylvia + December 6 / 7 Lorie + Lea

Next week

ook By ?Alélr:g?% SATURDAY SoMCAY san Y

7 December | 6PM

CHOIR Sylvia + Chris n/a Dan F
COMMENTATOR Frank F Barb De P Libby C

LECTORS Ron S Clare B Kate P
EXTRAORDINARY Helen D Jan L (away) Karla V

MINISTERS OF Paul D Trish R Priya

COMMUNION Anne S Romy U John W

ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra
POWERPOINT CeciliaD Trish / Drew / Brendon Matthew A
WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Adriana Joselin Peter Colomba
COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John | Waiting names

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm.
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)

All Parishioners
Please register
to FLOCKNOTE

Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com using this QR
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 12th December at 9am. code
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 5th December at 7.30pm.

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: Last Sunday in December 4pm.

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| N AN L EVAR G Lo [lale R 2nd Sunday Advent

(Year A 7th December)
First Reading /saiah 11: 1-10 He judges the poor with justice.
Second Reading Romans 15: 4-9 Christ, the hope of all people.

Gospel Reading Matthew 3: 1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
www.stjiames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings

| Scan to view readings |
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