
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
When John the Baptist performed baptism it was for the for-
giveness of sin. The baptism he gave was a mark of the desire 
to enter into a new life of right action. It was not a baptism of 
initiation into community that is the case today. John had two 
key words that he is recorded as preaching: repent and pre-
pare. His call for repentance was a call to turn away from sin; a 
call to have a change of heart; a call to turn one’s life around 
and make a fresh start. His call for preparation is in the long 
line of prophets that includes the great prophet Isaiah from 
whom we take today’s first reading. All of the prophets urged 
the people towards hope in the future. Isaiah and others spoke 
specifically of a person – a Messiah – who would bring that 
hope to reality. But the tradition demanded a readiness for the 
Messiah and that was the call to preparation that John the   
Baptist echoed at the beginning of the public life of Jesus. 

John’s taunting of the Pharisees and Sadducees is an           
indication of this need for preparation and readiness. He      
accuses them of being too confident of their own rightness. He 
demands proof from them of their honest repentance: ‘but if you 
are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit’. Rather, he       
suspects that they think that salvation is assured for them by 
virtue of being a Jew; a son of Abraham. He warns them that 
an axe hangs poised to cut down any part of the Jewish       
tradition that is failing to produce good fruit. This is a theme that 
is picked up later by Jesus himself; you can’t be complacent 
about your own position, you have to welcome the new truth 
revealed by Jesus and give yourself wholeheartedly to God. 

Living the Gospel – Prepare Ye! 
John the Baptist’s call to ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’ is a summary of the purpose of the season of Advent. Every 
year, as we celebrate the Nativity, we celebrate once again the presence of God in our world. God became incarnate in 
the world through Jesus but also always was and continues to be incarnate in the world through each person. If we are 
to accept this reality and live it out, we need to remind ourselves this Advent to prepare the way for the Lord to be     
present in and through us every day of our lives. 

Gospel Focus – Out of the wilderness  
The wilderness holds a special place in scripture. Time spent in the wilderness is associated with a time of preparation 
for undertaking a special purpose. When Moses led the people from Egypt they wandered in the wilderness for 40 
years. This was a time of renewing themselves after their time in Egypt and rediscovering their covenant with God.   
After his baptism, Jesus retreats to the wilderness to prepare for his public ministry. It was also out of the wilderness 
that a lot of rebellion and unrest emerged. A desire for change and action is what comes out of the wilderness. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-
ture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  

YOUR GENEROSITY  
THIS CHRISTMAS WILL HELP 

FAMILIES SURVIVE THE  
COST-OF-LIVING CRISIS. 

All donations received by  
This Week in December will be greatly  
appreciated as the Christmas Hampers 
will be delivered next week. OR If you 
wish to give a financial donation,  
envelopes for this purpose will be available at the door or on 
the pews. ALTERNATIVELY - You 
may wish to make a direct deposit 
to:   BSB: 064786          
ACCT: 100026564        
ACCT NAME: SVDP St James  
Conference Coorparoo   
THANK YOU for your generous 
support.   
St James Coorparoo  
Conference St V de P Society 



The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

2nd Sunday Advent (Year A 7th December) 
First Reading Isaiah 11: 1-10 He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wis-
dom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equi-
ty gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead 
them. The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra's hole; into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be 
glorious. 
 
Responsorial Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

Second Reading Romans 15: 4-9 Christ, the hope of all people. 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 
scripture gives of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give 
up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you 
may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason 
Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to 
the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I 
shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 3: 1-12 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’  
This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were baptised 
by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are repent-
ant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because, I 
tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that 
any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, 
but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; 
but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

This Sunday's Readings 

O God, give your judgement to 
the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in 
justice 
and your poor in right judgement.  

In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the 
earth’s bounds.  

For he shall save the poor 
when they cry  
and the needy who are help-
less. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor.  

May his name be blessed for 
ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in 
him, 
all nations bless his name.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DECEMBER 2025 
Fr Anson away on Annual Leave till 17 December.  
Trish away Annual Leave 15 December—11 January. 
Tuesdays Final for 2025 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 
5pm…begins again 4th February 2026. 
12 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
12 Friday brass candle cleaning 
13 / 14 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 3rd Sunday  
Advent; Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms.  
Trish away on Annual Leave 15 December – 9 January 2026 
16 Tuesday MISA DE GALLO 5am masses to Wednesday 24th 
16 Tuesday 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 7pm in our church. 
20 / 21 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 4th Sunday  
Advent; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms; 
Children’s Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. YAM cuppa after 
9am mass. 
24 December Wednesday 6pm Vigil Christmas Eve mass;  
musicians YAM; carols 5.30pm before the mass 
24 December Wednesday 10pm Christmas night mass; St James 

Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith,  
accompanied by the support of a parish community.  Some  
participants continue their journey of faith by following a 
process called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. 
During the RCIA process, participants meet with others to 
share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic 
faith. There are ceremonies or ‘rites’ along the way. The 
course will run on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15 am, 
from today 7th December 2025. Contact Priory  
(ph 33971671) or our parish co-ordinator  
kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
Our Christmas Masses will be  
Christmas Vigil Wednesday 24th 6pm and 10pm;  
also Christmas Day Thursday 25th 7am and 9am.  
Will you be here? Let your co-ordinator know... 
Christmas Vigil 6pm—Cecilia and Sylvia. 
Christmas Night 10pm—Amor McC. 
Christmas Day 7am—Trish and Barbara. 
Christmas Day 9am—Christine U-M. 
Like every year, we ask for volunteers: Readers, Altar  
Servers, Commentator, Collectors, Powerpoint operators, 
Holy Communion Ministers, (Choirs already sorted). 

 
Fundraiser for YAM Young 
Adult Ministry. 
$22 at church entrance or 
Sacristy - 
• Scripture readings from the 
Jerusalem Bible 
• Liturgical information of the 
day, including feasts and     
memorials of saints. 
• Space to note down personal 
reflections, and important 
events. 
• Produced in flexi-cover      
format with attractive colour 
designs. 

 
Final 2025 edition of AMICI (Friends of St Augustine  
Australia newsletter and the Prayer Resource) is available. 
Some copies are printed and placed at side entrance of the 
church. Peace,  Mary McCormick (Co-Chairperson). 

 
Trish away Annual Leave 15 December—11 January. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Betty Mullins; Fillipo 

Fazio; Susan Dunne; Noel Everding; Lillian 
Dorry; Glenda Sifuentes; Morna Kassulke; Sr 
Kathleen Lee SGS; Fr Frank Lourigan; Jack 
Anderson; Ted Darcy; Virgilio Toledo; Myra Kennedy. 
And these anniversaries: Reg Chapman; Moacir Soares de 
Novaes; Adeilda & Aristeia & Manoel Borges de Novaes; 
Dan Sheridan; Eileen Wall; Vince Vitanza; Helena Carr; 
Edith Ash; Angelo Lanzafame; Errol Smith. 
Please pray for these unwell: Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb 
Peries; Estelle Cummins; Candice Crisafulli; Narelle Ford; 
Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Renae 
Maguire; Neil Pokarier; Elisabeth Cortezano; Rosemarie 
Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Sylvia Wilson; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 

Prayers 

FOSA Christmas Gathering at Easts. All parishioners 
are welcome: Wednesday 10th December, 6pm @ Easts. 
Table booked under Brent Cornford's name.  

 
Christmas Cards and Calendars now 
available for purchase at church entrance. 
Christmas cards $3                     
Franciscan calendars $8  
Columban calendars $10 

  
Roster for Mass Ministry 2026 has been sent out via 
email. You will find copies in the Sacristy also.  
Many thanks for your ministry at our weekend masses. 

 

November photos of loved ones can be found at the side 
entrance to church (on the table). 

 
Roster for Counters 2026 has been sent out via email.  
Many thanks for your ministry and patience. 

 
Social Justice group Containers for 
Change Initiative. 
Containers for Change allows us 
to turn empty bottles and cans 
into funds for social justice  
activities. Thanks to you, we’ve 
raised over $1000 in the past 2 
years. Continue bringing your 
containers to church - or take a 
bag home to fill (pick up/drop 
back to garage area). Every  
container you bring is more than 
recycling—it’s an act of care for 
creation and compassion for our 
community. Thank you for your 
faith, support and dedication. 
Together, we’re making a  
difference! 

Planned Giving for the Week of 30 November 2025 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,012 $105 $260 $395 $1,772  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$613.65 $80 $360 $395 $1,448.65  

Social Justice  

mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com?subject=RCIA%20enquiry
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  Coorparoo, 4151. 
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92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

3rd Sunday Advent 
(Year A 14th December) 

First Reading Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10 God himself will come and save us. 
Second Reading James 5: 7-10 You also must be patient, do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be 
soon. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 11: 2-11 Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else. 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters December 6 / 7 Lorie + Lea             December 13 / 14 Romy + Christy  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Andreina, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

3rd Sunday 
Advent 

14 December 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Carina Choir n/a YAM 

COMMENTATOR Pat W Patricia McK Melissa P 

LECTORS Frank F Barb De P YAM 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Sylvia P 
Lorie R 
Helen D 

Heather L 
Christy U (away) 
Priya 

Denis McI 
Deborah H 
Jaque S 

ALTAR SERVER/S Charlie C Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra 

POWERPOINT Paul D Drew / Brendon June S 

WELCOMERS Helen / Edward David + Karla Arnold Karien Carl 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am (till 5pm until further notice)  
Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com -  begins again 4th February 2026. 
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday none in January 2026. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 2nd January (TBC) at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: None in December (last Sunday) at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 

mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20priest%20enquiry
http://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au
mailto:pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au?subject=principal%20enquiry
http://www.stjames.qld.edu.au/
mailto:BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20parishioner
mailto:Families.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Families%20and%20Children
mailto:sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=St%20James%20Parish%20enquiry
mailto:Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Worship%20and%20Liturgy
mailto:osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=parish%20enquiry
mailto:Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Young%20Adults%20and%20Youth
mailto:bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Business%20Manager
mailto:Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Pastoral%20Council%20St%20James%20Parish
mailto:Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Hospitality%20and%20Community%20Life
mailto:lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Local%20Safeguarding%20Representative
mailto:Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Justice%20Outreach%20
mailto:brisbane.adoration@gmail.com?subject=St%20James%20Church%20Coorparoo
https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

