ST JAMES PARISH
COORPAROO

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT
YR A 2025 WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND
KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH,
21 DECEMBER AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY

4TH SUNDAY
ADVENT

Gospel Reflection

We will see throughout the coming liturgical year that the gospel of Matthew places a great deal of emphasis on the
importance of the Law and upon its proper application. Indeed, the gospel writer casts Jesus in the role of the ‘new
Moses’ — Moses was the great Law-giver of the Old Testament and Jesus is portrayed in this gospel as bringing a new
Law to the people of Israel. In this gospel, the proper application of the Law is as important as the Law itself. In today’s
passage, Joseph provides an example of the proper application of the Law. His betrothed wife was pregnant; she
would have been subject to the Law against adultery and probably would have been stoned to death. Under the Law,
Joseph was obliged to divorce her, and yet he determines that he will do so quietly and protect Mary from too much
shame and possibly save her life. Joseph did not intend to ignore the Law, but he sought to carry it out in such a way
as to bring the least shame and the least hurt to all involved.

The role of Joseph is often overlooked. There is no mention of him during the public ministry of Jesus. In fact the latest
mention in any of the gospels is the account of Jesus in the Temple at the age of 12. After that, Joseph disappears and
we can only assume that he has passed away by the time Jesus takes up his ministry. Yet Joseph is truly a man of
great faith. By rights he should have divorced Mary and walked away. But he trusts in the word of the God that is
addressed to him in a dream and from that point on he goes to great lengths to protect and care for his family.

Living the Gospel — Advent

Emmanuel; God-is-with-us — that's what we celebrate through Christmas and that’s what we’ve been preparing for
during Advent. We celebrate God-with-us in a particular time and place through our celebration of the birth of Jesus.
But we remember it every year because we also use the Christmas celebration to remind ourselves that God continues
to be with us. That is what is so remarkable about the Christmas season: that God-is-with-us now, not just in a stable in
Palestine so many years ago, but now! Advent is the time to remind ourselves of this incredible truth and prepare
ourselves to acknowledge it once again.

Gospel Focus — What’s in a name?

It appears from the passage that Mary’s child is to be called both Jesus and Emmanuel. Emmanuel is not intended as
a different name for Jesus but rather one of the many titles that will be applied to him. The title means God-is-with-us.
That one word, Emmanuel, sums up the essence of Jewish and Christian belief. The Jewish people’s faith in God was
built on the basis that God travelled with them and through their lives. Christians believe that God took on an even

closer sense of being with us through God’s incarnation in the life of Jesus.
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team.
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular
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Vigil - 5.30pm Carols followed by 6pm Holg Mass

Children are invited td.€ome in Shepherds or. Angels costumes
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Night - 9.30pm €arols followed by 10pm Holy

Thursday
y - 7am Holy Mass

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THIS CHRISTMAS.
YOU HAVE HELPED FAMILIES SURVIVE THE COST-OF-LIVING CRISIS.
You may wish to make a direct deposit to: BSB: 064786
ACCT: 100026564 ACCT NAME: SVDP St James Conference Coorparoo
THANK YOU for your generous support.
St James Coorparoo Conference St V de P Society




LR o le VAR G Le [TaTe 1 4th Sunday Advent
(Year A 21st December)

First Reading /saiah 7: 10-14 The virgin will conceive.

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or
from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’
Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men

without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’

Responsorial Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10 Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? He shall receive blessings from the Lord
the world and all its peoples. Who shall stand in his holy place? and reward from the God who saves him.
It is he who set it on the seas; The man with clean hands and pure heart, Such are the men who seek him,

on the waters he made it firm. who desires not worthless things. seek the face of the God of Jacob.

S0&RY, KID... NOTToDAY.
I'M BOSY 6ETTING
READY ForR
CHRISTMAS !

Second Reading Romans 1: 1-7 Jesus Christ, a descendant
of David, is the Son of God.
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to
be an apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good
News that God promised long ago through his prophets in the
scriptures.
This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the
human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is about
Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit
of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all
. his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through
% him we received grace and our apostolic mission to preach
ﬁﬁ&%\@gﬂéﬁ il the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his
THE CDMlNé» | name. You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to

4”'7:1. - b Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in

= Rome, called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ send grace and peace.

Gospel Reading Matthew 1: 18-24 Jesus was born of Mary,
the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary
was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live
together she

was found to ,;'.t;‘ oo
“They shall name him Emmanuel, which means be with child o 6}‘. VAN
God is with us.” through the i K

Holy Spirit. g N
Sheepish Question: Her husband ' = n

Where have I recognized Christ coming into my fnoszprzgﬁeéf C H RI ST MAS
life this week? J -
honourand ®
e 71 PARTY
spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up Xgu?g
ults

his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus,
because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.” Now all — —~ —~
this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the Saed - S f//(-”"iﬁf// - Juwn
prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son - <
and they will call him Emmanuel, YVvy «;;?{fv' vy YV
l\ 3 f
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ST JAMES HALL COORPAROO
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a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did
what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his
home. ) /()
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© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton ’, r T'r "B
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of "?‘ .
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their .

continuing connection to land, waters and culture. We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. .




Please pray for recently
deceased: Betty Mullins; Fillipo
Fazio; Susan Dunne; Lillian Dorry; Glenda
Sifuentes; Sr Kathleen Lee SGS; Jack Ander-
son; Ted Darcy.
And these anniversaries: Lourdes John; Delores Reyes;
Reg Chapman; Joanne Downey; Moacir Soares de Novaes;
Adeilda & Aristeia & Manoel Borges de Novaes;Dan Sheri-
dan; Eileen Wall; Vince Vitanza; Helena Carr; Edith Ash;
Angelo Lanzafame.
Please pray for these unwell: Allan Chen; Anthony Darcy;
Roy Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Estelle Cummins; Candice
Crisafulli; Narelle Ford; Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; Gerald-
ine Costa; Neil Pokarier; Elisabeth Cortezano; Rosemarie
Ting; Clem Marrinan; Fr Gerald Pedrera; Sylvia Wilson; Bill
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan.

The Parish Financial Committee are calling for nomi-
nations /expressions of interest to join them in 2026.

Meetings every three months (3" Tuesday of that
month) from 7pm and finish by 9pm. For any leadership
group it is healthy to bring in new ideas and new
members. While it is preferrable that you have a back-
ground in finance / accounting / property management,
the committee is willing to accept members of the
congregation who are willing to have a go.

St. James has survived and flourished because people
have volunteered and put up their hands to have a go.
We hope for nominations from -

e young people to be involved and gain experience prior
to entering the work force where financial / account-
ing / property management skills will help in getting
that job

¢ people who have the experience and can contribute
their expertise in managing the church now and into
the future

e people want to learn how a church works and functions
and gain valuable experience and learnings in financial
systems

Contact the parish office 33971671
RIS

Book Launch -

We invite you to meet with

author Fr Dave Austin at

St James Parish on

Sunday 21st December.

Join us after 9am mass. Enjoy a cup-
pa. $20 for parishioners

(retail $24.95 in book stores)

($5 each book towards our Ministry

groups)

-RODUCING

RS

StJames YAM are holding this event and you’re invited!
Christmas Party Thursday 25th December

St James parish Hall—food—fellowship—fun

You're invited—bring along a plate to share.

From 10.30am (after 9am mass) - 2.30pm.

Clipboard at side entrance to assist us.

Morning tea, music, lunch, movie.

Text 0490772203
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DECEMBER 2025

Trish away on Annual Leave 15 December — 10 January 2026
16 Tuesday MISA DE GALLO 5am masses to Wednesday 24.
24 December Wednesday 6pm Vigil Christmas Eve mass;
musicians YAM; carols 5.30pm before the mass

24 December Wednesday 10pm Christmas night mass;
musicians St James Choir; carols 9.30pm before the mass

25 December Thursday Christmas Day 7am Christmas morning
mass; musicians Chris and Sylvia.

25 December Thursday Christmas Day 9am Christmas morning
mass; musician Dan F.

26 Friday 9am mass

27 | 28 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; Holy Family;
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms.

Kerala Community Mass: none in December.

29 No Mass—Parish Office Closed—Church roof repairs to com-
mence — no impact on weekend masses in church.

—— INVITATION TO THE ——

PARISH .=~
FINANCE =i =,
COUNCIL. *

‘ Help Manage the (hurch s Budge
, " ll 'I |

Serve a Two-Year Term

Q Share Your Skills & Ideas

ﬂ, Make a Difference, Volunteer Today!

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! -

-

Or email him:

belcinaf@bne.catholic. ]
net.au

See Fr. Francis After
Mass to Learn More!

Trish away Annual Leave 15 December—10 January
Parish Office Closed 29 December

Planned Giving for the Week of 14 December 2025

Collection Account numbers Ifnooasﬁergggg{ E)ngé%%?s ngﬁt -?ggation Total
1% Collection Augustinian Priory
BSB: 064 786 $1,213 $295 $432 $330 $2,270
Account #: 100019791
2" Collection St James Parish
BSB: 064 786 $783 $285 $317 $330 $1,715
Account #: 100018086




Parish of St James

Primary School
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165 Old Cleveland Road A
T 92 Kirkland Ave, (7)) T N

Coorparoo, 4151. C 4151

Postal: oorparoo, . 5 ,

PO Box 1051

CoofipAR0® O

Rachelle Gibson —Principal D &
Liz Pashen —APRE "
Phone: (07) 3457 1100

Email: pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.stjames.qld.edu.au/

COORPAROO DC, QLD, 4151
Phone: (07) 3397 1671

Email: osastjiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Priest: pp.stiames@bne.catholic.net.au
Web: www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au

Administration Ministry Teams—get involved...

Parish Priest Fr Francis Belcifia OSA We offer many opportunities to  get involved and participate in our vibrant
BelcinaF @bne.catholic.net.au multi-cultural community... Send your enquiries to the email below...
Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA Children & Families (Brent) Families.stiames@gmail.com
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au
Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA Worship (Amor) Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 2nd Tue of month 6.30pm
Parish Secretary Trish Rashad ) Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au
Business Manager Helen Cole Adult Faith Formation Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au (David, Andreina, Darren)
Parish Council Lauchlan Moore ) Hospitality & Community Life Communitylife.stiames@gmail.com
Chairperson ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com (Jaque, Melissa)
Safeguarding Officer Isr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan?1 Socialjusticeoutreach.stiames@gmail.com
Christine Umali 1st Sunday of month 10.45am eet in the Priory Dining Room
December 20 / 21 June + Kate / Marg December 27 / 28 Karleen + Sandra
Next week i
Jesus Mary Jospeh | SATURDAY 7AM 9AM
28 December | 6PM
CHOIR Libby C n/a Jan Q away (Dan F)
COMMENTATOR Karleen O'R David B Helena T
LECTORS Helen D Barbara DeP Mirielle M
EXTRAORDINARY Lorie R Heather L Denis Mcl
MINISTERS OF Paul D Christy U Amor McC
COMMUNION Rosemarie Y Priya H Jaque S
ALTAR SERVER/S Edward Z Brendon / Drew Doreen Chelsey Lea Alejandra
POWERPOINT Lachlan Drew / Brendon Matthew A
WELCOMERS Helen / David + Loida Roland lan Gian
COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers David / Stuart / David / John | Waiting names

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am.
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am.

All Parishioners

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. Please register
PERPETUAL ADORATION: returning February 2026 (till 5pm until further o FLOCKNOTE
notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com using this QR
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th February at 9am. code
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 2nd January (TBC) at 7.30pm.

KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: none in December at 4pm.

PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary),
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message)

CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/

| NI RN L EVAR Lo [la 1o R Holy Family Jesus, Mary, Joseph [ Scan to view readings |
(Year A 28th December) ?

First Reading Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14 Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents.

Second Reading Colossians 3: 15, 16 Concerning the Christian life in the world.

Gospel Reading Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 Take the child and his mother, and flee to Eqypt.
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings
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