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Gospel Reflection  
Today’s liturgy celebrates the feast of the Holy Family; 
recognising the important role Joseph and Mary played 
in the life of Jesus and also celebrating the role of  
family in all of our lives. However, the gospel reading is 
the conclusion of the infancy narrative – the ‘what  
happened next’ part of the story of the birth of Jesus. 
Apart from the involvement of the holy family, the  
passage doesn’t appear to have a lot of connection 
with the celebration of the feast of the Holy Family. This 
isn’t really surprising as the gospels are accounts of the 
life of Jesus – predominantly his active ministry – and 
don’t give many details at all of his childhood and fami-
ly life. However, what we can see in the passage is that 
Joseph quickly adopted a role of protector of his wife 
and child and did all he could to keep them from harm. 
His family was vitally important to Joseph and he took 
the extreme measure of fleeing his homeland to protect 
them. 
The passage in the lectionary skips over three verses 
from the gospel (16-18) that describe Herod’s  
massacre of all boys under the age of two born in  
Bethlehem and its surrounds. Joseph’s fears for the 
safety of his family were very real! Even after the death 
of Herod, when Joseph is advised to return to his own 
country, he finds that Archelaus, one of Herod’s sons, 
is in control of Judaea. Bethlehem was in Judaea and 
so Joseph and his family may still have been in danger. 
Instead of returning home, they made a new life in  
Nazareth in the Galilee region. 

Historical Context – Herod 
The Herod of this story was Herod the Great. He ruled 
the Jews as a puppet king under the Romans from 37 
to 4 BCE. (This places the birth of Jesus about 4-6 
years earlier than our calendar assumes!) Upon 
Herod’s death, the Romans divided the kingdom into 
three portions and appointed each of Herod’s three 

sons as Tetrarchs of the regions. One of the sons, Herod Antipas, was given control of the region of Galilee and Samaria 
and ruled until 39 CE. This is the Herod of the gospels to whom Jesus is sent by Pilate during his trial. 

Have you thought? – Holy refugees 
When they fled Israel and fought safety in Egypt, Jesus and his family became refugees. They fled their own country be-
cause of fears that they would be sought out by the ruling military forces and that Jesus, if not all of them, would be put to 
death. What might have happened if Egypt had denied them access or kept them locked up interminably in a detention 
centre? Was the plight of this holy family really very different from the situations faced by so many families today who flee 
their wartorn and oppressive countries to seek refuge and safety in a new land? 
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Sunday 28 Dec 2025 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A) 
First Reading Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents. 
The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his father, he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. 
My son, support your father in his old age, do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in your health and strength; for kindness to a father 
shall not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21 Concerning the Christian life in the world. 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. 
And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one 
body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all      
wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything 
except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gentle-
ness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your 
children to resentment or you will make them feel frustrated. 
Gospel Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. 
After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child 
and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where 
he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: 
I called my son out of Egypt. 
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’ So Joseph got up 
and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had   
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to 
be fulfilled: He will be called a Nazarene. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and 
the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, Inter-
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Epiphany of the Lord (Year A) 4th January 2026  
(Day time) First Reading Isaiah 60: 1-6 The glory of 

the Lord shines upon you. 
Second Reading Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6 The revelation means that pagans now share the 
same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 2: 1-12 We have come from the East to worship the king. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 
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O blessed are those who fear the Lord
 and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.  

Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table.  

Indeed thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life!  


