
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
Today, when we describe a person as being the ‘salt of the earth’ it’s generally meant in a way that says the person is 
hard working, straight talking and pretty down to earth. It’s usually meant as a compliment but sometimes can come 
across as a bit condescending when used inappropriately. When Jesus tells the disciples that they are salt of the earth 
and the light of the world he is really saying ‘You are to be the salt of the earth; you are to be the light of the world.’ It is 
more of a directive than an affirmation of them.  

Today’s first reading from Isaiah helps to shed light on Jesus’ meaning in the gospel passage: ‘Share your bread with 
the hungry, and shelter the homeless poor, clothe the man you see to be naked and turn not from your own kin. Then 
will your light shine like the dawn.’ It sounds a lot like the message from the last judgment in Matthew 25 when the king 
says ‘whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ It’s a message of justice and right rela-
tionship not only with God but with one another also. 

To be salt of the earth and light of the world means to be the one who puts their hand up and steps forward to speak 
for, work for and act for those who are the least in this world. To have the potential and resources to 
be a force for good in the world and not act on it is to be like salt that’s used for salting the streets or a 
lamp that’s under a tub. 

Scriptural context – Following blessings 
Today’s gospel passage is one that is quite commonly quoted and relatively well known. When it is 
taken in isolation, it’s very easy to forget that these words immediately follow the Beatitudes that we 
heard in last week’s gospel. The imperative for justice in the images of salt and light of the world be-
comes even clearer when we remember that these words follow the blessings on those who are poor; 
who mourn; who are merciful and fight for justice. Jesus has blessed all these who are least in the 
world and then charges the disciples to be salt and light for them. 

Have you thought? – Affirmation or Challenge 
The salt and light of the world passage is often used to affirm and encourage, but when Jesus tells 
his disciples – and us – to be salt and light of the world it is not so that they can draw attention and 
glory to themselves. The whole purpose of being salt and light is to lead others into right relationship 
with one another and with God. Whilst the translation we have clearly states that disciples are to be salt and light of the 
world, it is just as clear that the intention is that they/we be salt and light for the world. 

Following blessings  
Gandhi, the great leader of the Indian independence movement, is credited with saying, ‘You must be the change you 
want to see in the world.’ He sought a life free from tyranny and violence and so led a movement of non-violent re-
sistance. It’s tempting to think that he may have been influenced by some of the teachings of Jesus because so much 
of his approach reflected Jesus’ call for justice. The charge to be the light of the world that shines in the sight of all and 
sets an example for all is echoed succinctly in Gandhi’s words. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 

AVAILABLE NOW 

$5 cash or tap 

Ron Stephenson has stepped down as President of the Coorparoo St Vincent de Paul Conference. Ron has been 
President for 15 years. Thank you for your incredible generosity, dedication, and hard work. Your willingness to give 
your time and energy has made a real difference, and your kindness has touched the lives of many. We are truly 

grateful for your service and the positive impact you’ve created. Ron 
will continue as a valued member of St Vincent de Paul and we welcome Mark 
Gallagher as President. St VdeP email sj4151@svdpqld.org.au 

mailto:sj4151@svdpqld.org.au?subject=St%20Vincent%20de%20Paul%20Coorparoo


The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Year A 8th February) 

First Reading Isaiah 58: 7-10 Your light will shine like the dawn. 
Thus says the Lord: 
Share your bread with the hungry, and shelter the homeless poor, 
clothe the man you see to be naked and turn not from your own kin. 
Then will your light shine like the dawn and your wound be quickly healed 
over. 
Your integrity will go before you and the glory of the Lord behind you. 
Cry, and the Lord will answer; call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ 
If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word, 
if you give your bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed, 
your light will rise in the darkness, and your shadows become like noon. 
 
 

Responsorial Ps 111:4-9. R. v.4 A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5 I came to you to 
proclaim Christ crucified.  
When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show 
of oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you what God 
had guaranteed. During my stay with you, the only 
knowledge I claimed to have was about Jesus, and only 
about him as the crucified Christ. Far from relying on 
any power of my own, I came among you in great ‘fear 
and trembling’ and in my speeches and the sermons 
that I gave, there were none of the arguments that be-
long to philosophy; only a demonstration of the power 
of the Spirit. And I did this so that your faith should not 
depend on human philosophy but on the power of God. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 5: 13-16 You are the light of 
the world. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the 
earth. But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it 
salty again? It is good for nothing, and can only be 
thrown out to be trampled underfoot by men. 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top 
cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a 
tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for 
everyone in the house. In the same way your light must 
shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good 
works, they may give the praise to your Father in  
heaven.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used 
by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

This Sunday's Readings 

He is a light in the darkness for the upright:  
he is generous, merciful and just. 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour.  

The just man will never waver:  
he will be remembered for ever. 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord.  

With a steadfast heart he will not fear;  
open-handed, he gives to the poor; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory.  

Thank you so much to St James Parish for your wonderful  
donations and ongoing support of Rosies.  

Our patrons greatly appreciate all that you have done for us to make life that 
little more hopeful.  
For our St James parish first quarterly donation drive, donations requested ... 

Milo—Tea—Coffee 
Cordial—Sugar 
Noodles—Noodle cups—Cuppa soup 
Biscuits—Muesli bars—Snacks 
Hygiene products 
Women’s products 
Shampoo—Conditioner 
Soap—Toothpaste—Toothbrush 
Roll on deodorant—Combs 

Social Justice  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 2026 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
10 Tuesday ACBC Social Justice Launch 7pm St James parish 
hall—everyone welcome to attend.  
13 Friday 9am Anointing mass 
14 / 15 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 6th Sunday      
Ordinary; (Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Baptisms 
within masses; Children’s Liturgy 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. 
YAM cuppa after 9am mass. 
16 Sacrament of Reconciliation Program—parent info session 
6pm in the church (children are Confirmed + Communion) 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
18 Ash Wednesday 8am mass and 7pm mass  
21 / 22 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 1st Sunday Lent; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); No Baptisms during 
Lent.  
22 Sunday Rite of Election for our Catechumens in Cathedral  
23 6pm Family Session 1 for Penance Program in the Church  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 

St James Parish  
Sacramental Program 

Reconciliation 2026 for Year 5 chil-
dren and older. These children have 
received both the sacrament of Con-
firmation and First Holy Communion.  
Monday 16th Feb ruary at 6pm - 
meet in the church for our Parent 

Info Session + Session 1 (no children for this occasion). 
Email osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au or phone 33971671  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 18th February 2026 
Mass times 8am & 7pm  

*Lenten Program— first meeting will be Monday  
23rd February after 8am mass, with following prayer group 
on Mondays after 8am mass.  See Fr Anson. 
*Way of the Cross will begin Wednesday  
25th February and be held in the Church each Wednesday 
during Lent, after 8am mass. All welcome {not held on 
Wednesday Holy Week}. 

 

Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith, accompa-
nied by the support of a parish community.  Some partici-
pants continue their journey of faith by following a process 
called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. Our 
group will continue on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15am 
continues on Sunday mornings till Easter Sunday 2026. 
Contact Priory (ph 33971671) or our parish  
co-ordinator kevmahoney2@bigpond.com 

 
Anointing mass Friday 13th February at 9am. 

 

Friends of St Augustine gathering... 
Wednesday 11th February 2026; booked table at Easts 
Leagues club—name of Brent Cornford for 6:30PM. 

 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Fr Peter Casey; 

Evanjelista Rodriguez; Lyn Edwards; Kate    
Mullins; Maria Tu Gai; Raynaldo Martinez;   
Fillipo Fazio; Susan Dunne. 
And these anniversaries: Florencio Gaudinez 
Jr; Harry Frampton; Rudy Sueta; Emilio Elicano; Paciencia 
Alaan; Amada Elicano. 
Please pray for these unwell: Sharmin; Judith Beattie; Ian 
Gillespie; Maria Parry; Fr. Barry Grayson; Roy Vander-
straaten; Zeb Peries; Estelle Cummins; Narelle Ford; Tony 
Ting; Benedict Rivera; Geraldine Costa; Elisabeth Cor-
tezano; Sylvia Wilson; Bill Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz 

Prayers 

You are invited to the Brisbane 
Launch of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference’s 2026 Social Justice Statement, 
titled "The Cost of Our Living: Economic and Social Justice 
for the Common Good", to be launched by Archbishop 
Shane Mackinlay.  SEE CHURCH DOORS. 
The ACBC will now be releasing two Social Justice State-
ments each year making this a bi-annual event that brings 
together justice advocates from around the Archdiocese in 
a spirit of hope, collegiality and encouragement. Please 
register your attendance, St James’ Parish hosts a         
generous supper. There will be live streaming.  
Gold coin donations are welcome for a Coorparoo            
St Vincent de Paul collection. TUESDAY 10 February 
2026; 7pm light supper for 7:30pm start; St James' Parish 
Hall, 92 Kirkland Avenue. Rsvp: 9th February 2026 

 

Palms International Volunteering  

palms@palms.org.au 

https://palms.org.au/event/feb-info/ 

Thursday 19 February 2026 | 7:00-8:30pm 

AEDT | Online  

 

World Marriage Day: Live 
your best life in love.  
Marriage Encounter        
weekends… 
July 4 & 5 live out weekend 
- The Hub, Springfield Lakes  
Oct 16-18 live in weekend—

Santa Teresa, Ormiston  
It is an opportunity to recharge your rela-
tionship batteries and more deeply explore 
the precious nature of your relationship.  
This QR code takes you to the web page 
which has all the information couples need.  

Planned Giving for the Week of 1 February 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$1,073.85 $145 $227 $395 $1,840.85  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$705.55 $130 $217 $395 $1,447.55  

Social Justice  

Project Compassion Sunday  
15 February 

mailto:kevmahoney2@bigpond.com?subject=RCIA%20enquiry
https://hs-441517552.f.hubspotemail-ap1.net/hubfs/441517552/Inclusion/2026/Social%20justice%20launch%202026/SJSL%20A5%20flyer.png?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_nUL7Nxza-X8aQgYJ_JBB1UsLlbJVsKiQp3YuvIRNLzv6RcwbK38hd0RAMtTef0LP7cZ3ZBIR4AGOi1JvH0Nm-dhCQsivr
mailto:palms@palms.org.au
https://palms.org.au/event/feb-info/


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Year A 15th February) 

First Reading Sirach 15: 15-20 He never commanded anyone to be godless. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10 God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages  
began.  
Gospel Reading Matthew 5: 17-37 Such was said to your ancestors; but I am speaking to you. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters February 7 / 8 Parish staff + Kate          February 14 / 15 Karleen + Sandra  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

6th Sunday 
Ordinary 

15 February 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Denise D n/a Canossa Choir 

COMMENTATOR Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

LECTORS Pat W Trish R Amor McC 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Rosemarie Y 
Helen D 
Lorie R 

Jan L 
Barbara DeP 
Romy U 

Mel N 
Maria N 
Deborah H 

ALTAR SERVER/S Priya Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea  

POWERPOINT Cecilia D Drew / Brendon June S (away) 

WELCOMERS Helen /  Helpers requested Loida Roland Ian Gian 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am begins again 3rd February 
(till 5pm until further notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th March at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th March at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 22nd February at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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