
ST JAMES PARISH 
COORPAROO 

IS A PARISH OF ACCOMPANIMENT 
WHERE WE ENCOUNTER AND 

KNOW CHRIST, DEEPEN OUR FAITH, 
AND SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

Gospel Reflection 
Today’s First Reading, Psalm and Gospel all relate to 
the way in which we are called to live in right relation-
ship with God and with one another. What is referred to 
as the ‘Law’ is generally used as shorthand for the  
Torah – the first five books of the Bible – which first of 
all establishes the history of relationship between God 
and humanity through the books of Genesis and      
Exodus and then provides detailed instructions about 
how that relationship should be honoured and          
observed. When Jesus speaks about the Law and the 
Prophets, he is deliberately including the extensive 
collection of prophetic writings that interpret the Law in 
terms of justice and right relationships with others as 
being a reflection of the right relationship with God. 

By declaring that he has come not to abolish the Law 
and the Prophets, but to complete – or fulfil – them, 
Jesus is making it perfectly clear that his ministry and 
teaching is in alignment with and in accordance with 
the historical tradition and he is not setting out to over-
throw the Jewish tradition. Rather, throughout his    
ministry, Jesus repeatedly calls the people to be true to 
the teachings of old and to live them with integrity and 
dedication. His constant complaint is against those 
who live by the letter of the Law and ignore what we 
would call the spirit or intention of the Law. This is the 
root of his swipe at the shallow virtue of the scribes 
and Pharisees in today’s gospel. The criticism that   
Jesus levelled at these two groups was that their      
adherence to the Law made no room for the            
compassionate heart that the writings of the Prophets 
demanded. 

Historical context – But I now say to you... 
There is a distinct pattern to the teaching examples Jesus provides: ‘You have heard it said …’; ‘but I now say to 
you…’. This was a common method of teaching in Jesus’ day and is often used as an example to suggest that Jesus 
was regarded as a Rabbi in his day. It is a typical rabbinical method of interpreting scripture. The rabbi quotes the 
teaching (you have heard it said…) and then offers an interpretation or reinterpretation of that teaching (but I now say 
to you). While it is an unfamiliar teaching style for us today, it would have been common in Jesus’ time. 
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious  Education team and Mission and  Formation team. 
He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular 
speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scrip-
ture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  
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The Parish of St James acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the country upon which it lies and recognises their  
continuing connection to land, waters and culture.  We pay respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A 15th February) 
First Reading Sirach 15: 15-20 He never commanded anyone to be godless. 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. 
He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. 
Man has life and death before him; whichever a man likes better will be given him. 
For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. 
His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. 
He never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permission to sin. 
your light will rise in the darkness, and your shadows become like noon. 
 

Responsorial Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1 Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord! 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10 God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages  
began.  
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the mas-
ters of our age, which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom 
that God predestined to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age have 
ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye has 
seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him. 
These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, 
even the depths of God. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5: 17-37 Such was said to your ancestors; but I am speaking to you. 
Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
get into the kingdom of heaven. 
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before 
the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the court. 
’You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, 
he has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the 
Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no; anything 
more than this comes from the evil one.’ 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

This Sunday's Readings 

They are happy whose life is 
blameless,  
who follow God’s law! 
They are happy those who do 
his will, 
seeking him with all their hearts.  

Bless your servant and I shall 
live  
and obey your word. 
Open my eyes that I may       
consider 
the wonders of your law.  

Teach me the demands of your 
statutes  
and I will keep them to the end. 
Train me to observe your law, 
to keep it with my heart.  

You have laid down your pre-
cepts  
to be obeyed with care. 
May my footsteps be firm 
to obey your statutes.  

Thank you so much to St James Parish for your wonderful donations and ongoing support of Rosies. 
Our patrons greatly appreciate all that you have done for us to make life that little more hopeful.  

For our St James parish first quarterly donation drive,  
donations requested ... 
Milo—Tea—Coffee—Cordial—Sugar 
Noodles—Noodle cups—Cuppa soup 
Biscuits—Muesli bars—Snacks 
Hygiene products 
Women’s products 
Shampoo—Conditioner 
Soap—Toothpaste—Toothbrush 
Roll on deodorant—Combs 

Social Justice Statement by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
Last Tuesday evening in St James Parish hall, Archbishop Shane Mackinlay and 

Trish McMahon (State President for St Vincent de Paul Society) launched the now bi-annual Social 
Justice Statement titled "The Cost of Our Living: Economic and Social Justice for the Common Good". 
Thank you to all those parishioners who helped make this event happen.  A recording of the event can 
be found here: https://www.streamnow.com.au/social-justice-statement 
The statement can be downloaded from here: https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2026/01/29/the-cost-
of-our-living-economic-and-social-justice-for-the-common-good/ 
We encourage all parishioners to read it and ponder how we might be able to take action. 

Social Justice  

13 February – Anniversary of National Apology Day Each year, 13 February offers an important time to reflect on how 
generations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have been affected, and continue to be affected, by the past 
policies of the Australian Government and the ongoing impacts of this on the health and wellbeing of First Nations          
People.  On this day in 2008, Kevin Rudd (then Prime Minister) made a formal apology to First Nations people and the    
Stolen Generations. The Stolen Generations refers to the First Nations children and young people who were removed from 
their families by Australian federal and state government agencies and church missions between 1910 and 1970. This was 
the policy of assimilation. “We apologise for the laws and policies of successive Parliaments and governments that have 
inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss on these our fellow Australians. We apologise especially for the removal of      
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, their communities and their country.” 
https://www.aph.gov.au/Visit_Parliament/Art/Icons/Apology_to_Australias_Indigenous_Peoples 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8sQyC2xMAOI0GwKEtnfoI5jZy_?domain=streamnow.com.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mqEjC3QN0OhWMQ7RtqhzIQM6fK?domain=socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mqEjC3QN0OhWMQ7RtqhzIQM6fK?domain=socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QqIgC4QOD4hRWAOphOfNI4suEY?domain=aph.gov.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY 2026 
16 Sacrament of Reconciliation Program—parent info session 
6pm in the church (children are Confirmed + Communion) 
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
18 Ash Wednesday 8am mass and 7pm mass  
21 / 22 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 1st Sunday Lent; 
(Saturday Vigil 6pm; Sunday 7, 9am); Rite of Enrolment     
during 9am mass; No Baptisms during Lent.  
22 Sunday Rite of Election for our Catechumens in Cathedral  
23 6pm Family Session 2 for Penance Program in the Church  
Tuesdays Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration till 5pm 
28 / 1 Saturday 4.30-5.30pm Reconciliation; 2nd Sunday Lent; 
No Baptisms during Lent.  

St James Parish Sacramental Program 
Reconciliation 2026 for Year 5 children and 
older. These children have received both the 
sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion. This Monday 16th Feb ruary at 
6pm - meet in the church for our Parent Info 
Session + Session 1 (no children for this oc-

casion). Email osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au / 33971671  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 18th February 2026 
Mass times 8am & 7pm  

*Lenten Program— first meeting will be Monday  
23rd February after 8am mass, with following prayer group 
on Mondays after 8am mass.  See Fr Anson. 
*Way of the Cross will begin Wednesday  
25th February and be held in the Church each Wednesday 
during Lent, after 8am mass. All welcome {not held on 
Wednesday Holy Week}. 

 

World Day of Prayer 2026—Friday 27th February. 
Focus on Nigeria. 'I will give you rest: Come............'  
It is a similar format to previous years with a reading,      
stories of local women and prayers of Intercession. 
Held at St Thomas Catholic Church, 31 Perth St, Camp Hill 
at 10am. Everyone is warmly invited. 

 

Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith, accompa-
nied by the support of a parish community.  Some partici-
pants continue their journey of faith by following a process 
called Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, or RCIA. Our 
group will continue on Sunday mornings 9.30 to 10.15am 
continues on Sunday mornings till Easter Sunday 2026. 

Please pray for recently  
deceased: Fr Peter Casey; 

Evanjelista Rodriguez; Lyn Edwards; Kate    
Mullins; Maria Tu Gai; Raynaldo Martinez;   
Fillipo Fazio; Susan Dunne. 
And these anniversaries: Graciela Castano de Arias; Flor-
encio Gaudinez Jr; Harry Frampton; Rudy Sueta; Emilio Eli-
cano; Paciencia Alaan; Amada Elicano. 
Please pray for these unwell: Elena Tolo; Sharmin; Judith 
Beattie; Ian Gillespie; Maria Parry; Fr. Barry Grayson; Roy 
Vanderstraaten; Zeb Peries; Tony Ting; Benedict Rivera; 
Geraldine Costa; Elisabeth Cortezano; Sylvia Wilson; Bill 
Mumma; Arlina Diaz; Jocelyn Diaz Tibayan. 
Please pray for these Baptismal children:  
Amelia Wilson; Eleanor Souter. 

Prayers 

Palms International Volunteering  

palms@palms.org.au 

https://palms.org.au/event/feb-info/ 

Thursday 19 February 2026 | 7:00-8:30pm 

AEDT | Online  

 

Marriage Encounter weekends… 
July 4 & 5 live out weekend - The 
Hub, Springfield Lakes  
Oct 16-18 live in weekend—Santa 
Teresa, Ormiston  
It is an opportunity to 

recharge your relationship batteries and 
more deeply explore the precious nature of 
your relationship.  
This QR code takes you to the web page 
which has all the information couples need.  

 

Love reading The Catholic Leader in print?  
Have it delivered direct to your door. Subscribe at 
www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe or call  
(07) 3324 3555 today. 

Planned Giving for the Week of 8 February 2026 

Collection Account numbers 
Loose money 
[not pledged] 

Envelopes 
[pledged] 

Direct 
Debit 

Donation 
Tap 

 

Total 
 

1st Collection Augustinian Priory 
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100019791  

$809.90 $135 $400 $380 $1,724.90  

2nd Collection St James Parish  
BSB: 064 786 
Account #: 100018086  

$481.85 $135 $370 $380 $1,366.85  

AVAILABLE NOW 

$5 cash or tap 

mailto:palms@palms.org.au
https://palms.org.au/event/feb-info/
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/subscribe


  165 Old Cleveland Road, 
  Coorparoo, 4151. 
  Postal:    
  PO Box 1051 
  COORPAROO  DC,  QLD,  4151 
  Phone: (07) 3397 1671  
  Email: osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Parish Priest: pp.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 
  Web:  www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au 

 
 

 
92 Kirkland Ave, 
Coorparoo, 4151. 
 
Rachelle Gibson —Principal 
Liz Pashen —APRE 
Phone: (07) 3457 1100   
Email:  pcoorparoostj@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Web:  www.stjames.qld.edu.au/ 

Parish of St James Primary School 

First Sunday in Lent 
(Year A 22nd February) 

First Reading Genesis 2: 7-9; 3: 1-7 Creation of our first parents, and sin. 
Second Reading Romans 5: 12-19 Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more. 
Gospel Reading Matthew 4: 1-11 Jesus fasted for forty days and nights. 
www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/sundays-readings 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Counters February 14 / 15 Karleen + Sandra               February 21 / 22 Brendon + Kevin  

    
Parish Priest Fr Francis Belciña OSA  

BelcinaF@bne.catholic.net.au  
We offer many opportunities to 
multi-cultural community… Send  

get involved and participate in our vibrant  
your enquiries to the email below... 

Assistant Priest Fr Anson Kalathiparambil OSA      
kalathiparambila@bne.catholic.net.au 

Children & Families (Brent) Families.stjames@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest Fr John Sullivan OSA  
sullivanj@bne.catholic.net.au 

Worship (Amor) 
2nd Tue of month 6.30pm  

Worshipandliturgy.stjames@gmail.com  

Parish Secretary Trish Rashad  
osastjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Young Adults (Thesi + ) Youthandyoungadults.stjames@gmail.com 

Business Manager Helen Cole  
bm.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au 

Adult Faith Formation  
(David, Darren) 

Adultfaithformation.stjames@gmail.com 

Parish Council         
Chairperson 

Lauchlan Moore 
ppc.stjamescoorparoo@gmail.com 

Hospitality & Community Life 
(Jaque, Melissa) 

Communitylife.stjames@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Officer 
Christine Umali 

lsr.stjames@bne.catholic.net.au Social Justice (Dan) 
1st Sunday of month 10.45am 

Socialjusticeoutreach.stjames@gmail.com 
Meet in the Priory Dining Room 

Administration 

1st Sunday 
Lent 

22 February 

VIGIL  
SATURDAY  
6PM 

SUNDAY  
7AM  

 

SUNDAY  
9AM  
 

CHOIR  Libby C n/a No Choir 

COMMENTATOR Ron S Clare B Kate P 

LECTORS Sylvia P Patricia McK Christine U-M 

EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF  
COMMUNION 

Priya H 
Lorie R 
Anne S 

Heather L 
Christy U 
Don T 

John W 
Denis McI 
Deborah H (away) 

ALTAR SERVER/S Joe R Brendon / Drew Doreen / Lea  

POWERPOINT Lachlan Drew / Brendon / Trish Adriana M 

WELCOMERS Helen /  Helpers requested Leslie Jaque Ana Arlene 

COLLECTORS Charles / Ron / other helpers Stuart / David / John Waiting names 

Next week 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday 8am; Vigil 6pm. Sunday 7am, 9am. 
MASS SERVICES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 8am.  

MASS SERVICE: Friday 9am. 
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm—5.30pm. 
PERPETUAL ADORATION: Tuesdays 8.30am begins again 3rd February 
(till 5pm until further notice) Vicky brisbane.adoration@gmail.com    
HEALING + ANOINTING MASS: Friday 6th March at 9am. 
FIRST FRIDAY ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Friday 6th March at 7.30pm. 
KERALA COMMUNITY MASS: 22nd February at 4pm.  
PRAYER MEETING: Every Friday (Except 1st Friday of the month) @ 7.10 pm (Rosary), 
7.30 pm (Praise & Worship followed by Message) 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY: 1st and 3rd Sundays @ 9am mass. Kids Bulletin available each week, go to:       
copyright https://thekidsbulletin.com/about/  

Masses & Services 

Ministry Teams—get involved... 

All Parishioners 
Please register 

to FLOCKNOTE   
using this QR 

code  

Scan to view readings 
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